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Extract from a 1956 secret government report on independence for the Gold Coast (Ghana)

(PRO ref: PREM 11/1367)
- SECRET 5 5 How to use this source -

VEMORAT :
=L | 1 Study this source carefully. Ask
E GOLD E yourself whether the source supports or

The Becretary of State Tor the Colonles will shortly CeIIFEeelES D VISR LTS
announee the intention of the United Hingdom Governmment to
introduce into Parliament at the Tirst availsble opportunity a °
Gold Coast Inderendenes Bill and, subject to Parliamentarcy
approval, 1o accord the Gold Coast independence within the

The British left as soon as the
people wanted them to

Commonwenlth on €th March, 1557,

24 The eventsa I].:ading up to this apnouncement stem from tha
evatenent made on 11lth May, 1956, in which the Colonial Becrotary
umf that if s general election wers held in the Gold Coast the
United Kingdem Sovernment would be prepoared %o accept 2 motlon
calling for independence within the Commonwealth passed by a
raasnnabln ma Jority in a newly elected Iegislature, and then to
declara 8 firm date Por the sttainment of independence within the
Commonwealth,

The Legislotive Assembly in the Gold Comst wns dissolved

The British left because of the
actions of important individuals
The British were forced out by
peaceful political protests

The British were forced out by
armed resistance

The British wanted to leave
because the area was causing
them problems

£
on 5tk Junt and a goneral clection was held on 12th and 17th 4 e
is a result Dr. Mxruman's Party (the Convention People's Pa.xvt;ﬁu . The British left because they felt
%tg;m:gg t.;ﬂlpm.;:-twi;h -ﬁ‘f n slightly reduced majority. They hold the country was ready to rule

i seats in new Legi A = s i ;
thirds of the total, glalative Aoscembly, i.c. over two itself democratically

4 The new Legislative Aspembl i

¥ was opened con 3lst and
on Zrd August a motion in the folleowing terms was passed H votes
to none, the opposition members being absant:-

2 If you were an admirer of the British
empire, explain whether you would be

. ; able to use this source to support your
'That this Lssembly 4o guthorice the Government of the i int PP Y
Gold Cosst to request Her Majesty's Government inm the viewpoint.
En:tmi Hingdom ae 3oon as practicabls this yesp to procure
whe enactment by the United Kingdom Parliamont of an fct
te provide for the lndependence of the Gold Coast =5 a
Soveraign and independent State within the Commomwealth
under the mame of Ghans,”

3 If you were a critic of the British
empire, explain whether you would be
able to use this source to support your
I The conditions attached to the Colonial Seoretary's under— viewpoint.
taking of 11th Moy kave thus been Tulfilled, The Gold Cga‘r. EEI

enjoyed an advenced form of constitution sipece 1951, and someth

amounting vory nearly to full internal self-goverrment sinee 108l

The United Kingdom Government are oonfident t .
some for the finml step. hat the time has now

Background | Worksheet

[ The Gold Const Government are aware that there in uffi-
clent time thie year to complete the legislative sotion and %2?#&!‘
formal steps which will be necessary, and despite the wording of the
motion they oxre not expeoted to oblect should indepeniencea he
deferred until the early months of 1957. In fact it hae long been
understood that the date of 6th March Zlmich ia the ammiversary of
;:.:1:3?‘“1? of the Bam:l1 of 184 from which British power and

Cilan are genarally derived ;-
de=taiac opmicm.a 1y ) wounld be partioularly aceoptable
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