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6. The War Cabinet had before them a Memorandom by the
Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security (W.P. (43) 137)
covering the draft of a White Paper summarising the conclusions
of the Enquiry held by Mr. Laurence Dunne into the disaster at a
tube shelter in Bethnal Green on the 8rd March,

Doubt was expressed as to the expediency of publishing a
summary of Mr. Dunne's findings.

The Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security said that
he had stated in the House of Commons on the 10th March that,
subject to security considerations, the econclusions would be
published. At the time of the disaster there had been considerahle
public feeling, particularly among people living in the neighbour
hood, and there had been some dissatisfaction that the Fnguiry
ghould be held in private. Pressure for a Public Enquiry had been
resisted on the basis that, subject to security considerations, the
hnrln%s would be published, and, if it were now decided that
Mr. Dunne’s conclusions should not be announced, it would be
generally assumed that there was something to hide.

In discussion, there was strong support for the view that the
publication of the proposed White Paper would give the incident
a disproportionate importance, and might encourage the enemy to
make further nuisance raids.

The view of the War Cabinet was that it would be preferable
if the Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security, instead of
publishing a summary of the eonclusions in a White Paper, made
a short oral statement in the House of Commons. Points to be
included in such a statement would be that Mr. Dunne’s report had
been received and considered; that certain suggestions had been
made for modifications of existing arrangements which might
reduce the risk of a further disaster of this kind, and that action
was already being taken to introduce these modifications, not only
at this shelter. hut at similar shelters elsewhere: and that there
was no evidence whatever for the suggestion that the disaster was
due to Jewish or Fascist elements among the people taking refuge
in the shelter.

Extract from War Cabinet Minutes referring to the disaster
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WAR CABINET.

[TUBE SHELTER INQUIRY

REPORT BY Mr. DUNNE.

MEeEMORANDUM BY THE HOME SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF HOME SECURITY.

Civil Defence 2. The War Cabinet had before them a Report by the Civil
Measuras. Defence Committee on the State of Public Opinicn as regards Civil
Eiate of Public Defence Measures (W.P. (G.) (39) 159).

Opinion, The Secretary of State for Home A ffairs said that the members

of the Civil Defence Committee were concerned at the increasing
tendency, reflec tod in the Press, to regard the Government’s [mh:\
in T‘i:guld to Civil Defence measures as unnecessary and even to take
ihe line that there would be no air raids and that the sooner life
could return to normal the better, The Committee therefore

Extract from the Tube Shelter Inquiry Report
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DRAFT WHITE PAPER.

TUBE SHELTER INQUIRY.

CONCLUSIONS OF Mr. LAURENCE DUNNE, M.C,,
METROPOLITAN MAGISTRATE.

2. Contributory Causes of the Disaster.

(1) A marked popular preference in favour of deep-shelter as opposed
to other types, even though much more easily reached.

(11) A realisation that current bombing tactics give the shelterer only
a short interval to reach cover. .

(iii) A wholesomne respect for the dangerous splinters from our own

~anti-aireraft barrage.

(iv). An imperfect knowledge of the nature and appearance of various

anti-aircraft devices now in use.

Extract from the Tube Shelter Inquiry Report
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l. I hawe tha hameur to T rt that in acoordance with your weitten instruotiion
forwerded to me on the 10%h Horch, I tpened on Inguiry into the ciroumstances ’.11‘ £
geoident ot o London dube gteticn shelter on the 1lth MHerch, and contiinced o !me_r

6. On tha 16th Janunry, 1943, the papozs published an ceecunt of a British raid

ocr Barlin. Tha shelter vms uged by a friv mimber of 1;,#;1-‘. on the nip 1 ta sucoeeding
and partigularly during the light Germon reprissl raid on 17th Jenuary Tt wos notige:
that = gocd many pecple wora in the streets in the neighbourhood of the ahaltar whe 144
not actuellly wae 1t On tha  28th Februory 500 poople were checked out of the shelisr g

on the lst Maxch, 537. Hews wos Teceived on the 2nd ¥Morch of ofir hEavy raild on Berlip
the la®, ond con that night 550 people occtunlly used the shelter. Agnin many POoopls won
geen in the neij h'l‘-'*urh od of the shelter in tha .:':1'*1-'.-‘;.', by ioudly vp to o late hour

prepared to use the =t ,l ar if an elsrt was sounds ral axpoctation, hcwrenvar,
scema from my ingquiries to horg been thet n ropriendl ottack wns far more lilcely ©o be
Immahed oo the _53:1 .

T The stote of mind of the the aren copesred most glearly durdng myr Snoulry

Thay teke n most intalligent the moacunts of our bosbing oft the  ememy,
partisnlorly romocbaring what they themsolves axporicnood, They did -not mis=s the
optimistia acccunts 1n our Prosa of the resulta achlsved on this cooopilon, and hed noted

the chenged noture of bombing tactios ond $he nooounts of the rosults of the ulitrn-hesyy
botbs ooming inte usos The rosult wos thot poople hod meds up their minda that in opse
an nlort it wos naoesenty, or nt ony rabe, wiso to get into desp sholtar wilth ns 1itfls
dolay as posaible.  They wore o ldttle narvous ond spprohensive, though not more eo I

thinlk than is naturel wnder the cirmmetonacs.

Report of the Inquiry held by Mr. Laurence Dunne into the Bethnal
Green Tube Shelter Disaster
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38, Before poing om to denl with the noin md contribubory couses of the disaster
I should 1dke =% this paint to deal with twm speeific sllegatlons which have
rogaived some publigity, and which are without any foudaticon whetscever. Each
may be dispdssed with & very fow words:-

(o) thot this wes o pande induced by Pascists cr oriminsl porains for nafprious
PUrpOSEs. Thers were some dsnthe coow men with orlmdnel oécordd. Theyr
and their relotives cre ns mich entitled to syrpothy os mhy of the othor
viotims, ‘This story had some logsdl, snd I hope limdted, circulotdom. It
ig an adsurdity,

(b} +hat this wma o Jowish panic. This aerard hed o mach wider siroulatiion and
was, I wndsrstond, enicrsed by ths brondsast utberances of = rensgede trodtor
fres Germony. ¥ot anly is it without fomdetion, it is demconetrably i"__'l.::-+
Tho Jewlzh attendnnoe nt thia shelter wos, ond i3, so ge=ll as to oonetituto

a hnrdly calouloblo poroentore.

Report of the Inquiry held by Mr. Laurence Dunne into the Bethnal
Green Tube Shelter Disaster



