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FOTE ON DESPATCH BY ATR

The outstending feature of Sir Hugh Dowding's Despaich is that it
econstitutes a testimorisl to the efficiency of the Air Defence Systex of Great
Britain, This System had been plaxmed before the war end developed within the
resources which were mede available; resources which were graduslly inoreased as
time wore on, as the threat beceme more acute, and as anticipation became
realisation, This System must surely be the most highly deweloped fom of Aith?fam
ever orgamised snd it is clear that it was a deciaive factor in the Battle of Sriteain.

2, Sir Hugh Dowding's Despaich briefly describes the components of this gystem,
The sctive side with its fighters, A.A, guns, searchlights and balloons; the passive
gide with its radiolocation, cbserver corps, air raid warmings and the intricate air
raid reporting system, These facts are clearly and simply set out in Part I of the
Despatch, It is an impressive narrative enhanced by the nﬂnpliuitgduf ita treatment,
It was this system, under the unified commend of Sir Hugh Dowling Himself, which
brought ebout the defeat of the GeA.F, and thus prevented the enemy from undertaking
an invasion of this country in 1940. A

3, A mmber of difficulties end problems arvse during the course of the
Battle ard these arve detailed in the despatch. These difficulties and problenms are
common to most situations where hagd fighting is the order of the day. They include
such questions es shortage of reinforcement sircraft and persomuel and modsrnisation of
equipment to meet changes in the enemy's tactiocs, The components which go to make up
the system requize amendment in the light of experience and constant modernisation,
strengthening, and reinforcement es the war goes on, This is ell in hand, The main
basis of the system, however, has sitood ithe test of time. It was designed to meet
an emergency end succeeded in its task without any major amendment, This is the main
conclusion we cen drew from the despatch and, although we are not concerned with
giving credit to those who are responsible, it is clear that the Ay Staff correctly
aprreciated the situation so Tar as the Aixr Defence of this country is concermed,

What is this source?

This Air Ministry note refers to the official report written by Air Chief
Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, who was in charge of Britain's air defences in the
Battle of Britain.

Sir Hugh Dowding was the man with the vision that gave Britain its air defence
system. He worked very hard to persuade British governments in the 1930s to
prepare for air attack.
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What’s the background to this source?

By the summer of 1940 Britain and its empire stood alone against Hitler's
Germany. The Germans had serious plans to invade Britain. Their problem was
crossing the English Channel against the Royal Navy. They thought that they
might achieve this if they controlled the air and could attack Royal Navy
ships. As a result, the first stage of the German invasion plan, Operation
Sealion, was to try and destroy the Royal Air Force.

The first stage of the campaign was to try and destroy airfields and aircraft
factories. This proved unsuccessful and so bombing raids then switched to
important towns and cities. There is no definite beginning or end to the
Battle of Britain but it is generally agreed that it ran from July to
September 1940.

It’s worth knowing that...

Dowding was a very farsighted individual and a good planner. He understood the
importance of good communications as well as good defensive weapons. This
meant that the RAF's fighters were in the air waiting for German bombers when
they arrived, rather than taking off once a raid had started.

Dowding brought in many innovations, such as bullet-proof windscreens for
fighter planes. He was a firm believer in technology such as radar as well.

What conclusions can you draw from this source?

1. This document is very favourable to Dowding. Does the content support other
evidence you have seen in this investigation?
2. What were the main elements of Britain's air defence system?
. Did the air defence system perform well?
4. Look at the plan for your TV documentary.
o Do you think you will give some time in the documentary to Dowding and
the British system of air defence?
o How much of the 30 minutes do you think you will give?

w

Use this storyboard framework to plan your documentary.
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