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What is this source?

This source comes from a report by the commanding officer of the British POWs
prisoners of war) in the Changi Prison Camp in 1942.

The extract is one of a series of exchanges between the officer and the
commander of the camp

What’s the background to this source?

In February 1942 Singapore fell to the Japanese army. Around 80000 troops
defending Singapore surrendered. Around 30000 had already surrendered in
Malaya in December 1941 to February 1942. Some of these prisoners were held in
Singapore at camps like Changi. Thousands more were shipped out to Singapore
to work on a railway for the Japanese forces, as well as other projects.

The death rates in Japanese prison camps were extremely high. Estimates vary
from around 30% to 37%. The main causes of death were disease, inadequate food
and brutal treatment by Japanese captors.

It’s worth knowing that...

As well as the approximately 130000 prisoners taken in Singapore there were
thousands of other civilians used in labour camps by the Japanese.

The issue of whether Japan accepted its guilt for the treatment of prisoners
is still controversial today. Many British former POWs still believe they
should get compensation and an apology from Japan.

How will you use this source?

. What health problems are listed in this source?

. What does this source tell you about conditions for the POWs?

. What does the source suggest about the attitude of the Japanese commander?

. How do the notes and sources help you to find out why the fall of Singapore
was such a shock?
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