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British Army source documenting the impact of gas attacks, 1917
(Catalogue ref: WO 32/5176)

How to use this source:

Study this source carefully. It contains information that could be useful in your presentation on
life in the trenches. As you study the source, ask yourself:

What is this report about?

What effects has the new type of German shell had, according to this source?
What seems to be the best defence against this weapon?

Which aspects of trench warfare does this source provide information on?
How could this source be used in your final presentation?
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LIQUID FROM NEW GERMAN SHELL.

Ohemical’and_physiological;examination.has shown-ﬁhis.
liquid to consist principally of dichlorethyl sulphide,_ﬁhe,' 
other constituents being apparently only ordinary impﬁritiés.'
resulting from therrqgass of @anufgcture; Tﬁg vapour, Qveﬁ:
when highly dilute, attacks the éyes and C&USGS'oonjunotiViﬁig,

.but'thé results are not felt until some hours after the |

'sxp§3upé. If the vapoﬁ% is breathédiinﬁsufficient quantiﬁy:
it also attacks the air ﬁassages; and may lead fo-de&th ffom '
pneumonla@ I _ =

Ir the.llquld comes 1nbo contac+ with the skln and is not

| perLsotly removed at once, after & few hours it causes bllsteré
.whlch as a rule are very per51stent, The great danger of e
:bllaterlng ig from the spray of a burstlng shell falllng on the
.clothes,'or from 81tt1ng on the ground o;fgﬁgects Whlch have
r6081Ved some of the 11(1111(1°
| ‘The most 11kely cause of uhe eyss or reaplratory system
be1ng attacked 1S omigsion to put on the mask during a shell
attack; or after the attack is over, durlng cccunation Soni fhs
Qround'_remalnlng for any GOHSlderable tlme 1n a dug-out 1nto‘

Wthh the 11qu1d hag penetrated is almost sure to cause affec-

tion of the eyes, chsst or skln, or_all.
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