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Sensational sources

Secret code

What do we know about this source?
e It was written on 31 August 1645.

e Prince Maurice wrote it to George, Lord Digby. Both of these men were
senior commanders in the armies of Charles I.

e It was written in cipher (a kind of code). This suggests that these were
troubled times, or why would you bother putting your letters in code?

Can you crack the code?

Ciphers use letters, numbers or symbols to replace individual letters and
numbers of a message. Without a key to show how the cipher works, it is very
hard to decode, as there are millions and millions of possible combinations.

If you can crack the code, that would be great, because then you can tell us
what the letter says. We don’t know! education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

There are enough bits in ordinary English to tell that there is a war going on.
Prince Maurice wrote that the Royalist town of Hereford was about to be
attacked by Parliament’s forces. The rest of this document is a mystery, but
even this scrap tells us that England was being torn apart in the 1640s.

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/civilwar/
Page 1


mailto:education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

L R R e e e e e
..WM@S ;&a b\%\»mh\o 20 2 Jfitre A m_.h.a%q\?éﬁ&o&énuﬁ rewrv %ﬁ ”,».HM\ \w\»u,?iW\ %an.sv.sm\\.\rnq\ﬂxmr\?.ﬁ.\. e glw.@\N.ﬂ »
- t . & %‘Q_Wh.ﬁw.%d\vkw.\h b 35 b gy g2 08152 \N\\r \%&vﬂﬁ sty &an&\m\_m.%.
BEAER Fipos i ot gy sy o 89 20 ?.\,\m\_\._.\:i O B U OF R FSE 2P 973
rmnx.N\ o .\.‘\.h\. %..\\ V\\\\\\,\Q\m‘ &\\mﬂ\\\u?&%\%\\\% P77 w&..\u\wﬁ\ﬁn.? k\n\uk A
‘gmwu. \\M\\\m\.\.\ Q&W‘Wm&d\a\ \..ﬂ\\ &\mﬁﬂ.\n..,\&\\ x““w\c._\.\hsw.«\\\\m‘ %«%\“ﬂ\\nﬁr,&\‘ \\&!«,\.aﬁ \\..&‘v.“.n\u. \N%nen \N.\.\_.\H\.... y ......h.
WMWN& aw.\k 99255 112, £5°45% 0F 68-37. 12 \\mv w&m&% 0 - 29T = .wh.um\.\ﬁ.m%\ geie.
s .\.\\ G -~z \&m&w srecst 1 skw\x.u\?ﬂ\\\i 5 (Crenity M ard asfo n.\w\hw.&\\q. H-98- 205 S0 5757 |
ik 07 2p N )03 A 5 F 2 #5< FH- 98 % 57 /8J" OF. 1Hhorls g o ity & 532159 $9-22- 5% 70 8] A GF 5
ﬂ_..,um_._..wﬁ%w%? 955 S5 U555 99+ 00 F - R0 4G50 0D 231 G S St g 2 S5 A2 55 B M,
ﬂw&%.\%.ﬁ? P2 gIndrall 5220 BY 5G. py47 ¥ b7 ME $8- 3% 20- 3941 5. 1/, Ao gt Irey K |
A2 oy G5 g ST 75 42 93 29 K0 §3figrt 5o Y1250 5y B e sy 4.
L e e so- 9.0 5779 s G
0128 1t 43 20 28 G2 L a7 iz 05 H1-42-07. gO-A(-9F V) 62+ 89 - 20 7173 4. [ fea
iﬂm\w “aintipry [0 SMAG 00T 0 gy 5 20 g 24 . g1 250240 50 F0. (7 12 A8 g P G F
e vrr0p 5y ot Sk iy 2 0 200 B0 L h&\%&mﬂ\“ el By, i sl g L\w‘\l\.\w&wds %...%Wmm.\*&r.\»_ﬁ 7

8o el

® |
_\

NTTp://WWW.learningcurve.gov.uk/civiiwary/

Civil War > Sensational sources > Secret code

‘;' i .

Page 2



	Sensational sources
	Secret code
	What do we know about this source?
	Can you crack the code?



