
Minutes of the Advisory Council on National Records and Archives Meeting 
11 May 2026 

Time: 11:00 – 15:00 
Venue: The National Archives (TNA) and Video Link 

Chair:    Sir Geoffrey Vos, Master of the Rolls (MR), Chair 

Members: Mr David Rossington, Deputy Chair 
Dr Jim Bamberg 
Ms Eleni Bide 
Dr Nigel Fletcher 
Ms Kate Grimley-Evans 
Ms Johanna Higgins 
Mr Martin Howard 
Ms Lex Jones 
Professor Leon Litvack, Deputy Chair of the Forum 
Ms Sally McInnes 
Ms Helene Pantelli 
Professor Sally Sheard 
Mr Jonathan Scherbel-Ball 
Mr James Strachan 
Ms Aruna Verma 
Professor Sir Simon Wessely 

Minutes:  Ms Jenna Birley, Governance Manager and Secretary to the Advisory Council (TNA) 

Non-members:  
TNA:  Head of Government Services (via video link) 

Freedom of Information (FOI) Manager 
Strategic Compliance Lead 
Access Officer (via video link) 
Head of FOI Centre 
Access Manager 
Mr Saul Nassé, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Keeper of Public Records 
Governance Coordinator 
Mr Sam Whaley, Head of Strategy and CEO’s Office 

MR’s Office: Mr Ravi Patel, Legal Advisor to the Master of the Rolls 

Guests and Observers: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) Services (Item 
7), Ms Alice Dowswell, Deputy Director for Creative Places and Libraries, Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS). 



1. Welcome, introductions, apologies and declarations of interest 
 

1.1. The Chair welcomed Ms Alice Dowswell from DCMS and Joshua Hales to the meeting who 
were there to observe. The Chair welcomed all other attendees to the meeting. 

 
1.2. Apologies had been received from Sir David Natzler. 

 
2. Minutes and matters arising 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2026 
 

2.1. The minutes of the February meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.  
 

Actions Log  
 

2.2. Members agreed actions 2, 3 and 4 were complete and could be closed. Actions 5, 13, 15 
and 42 were ongoing. 
 

2.3. The Action Log was noted. 
 
3. The National Archives, CEO and Keeper’s Update 
 

3.1. The CEO and Keeper of Public Records, Mr Saul Nassé, introduced his report and 
highlighted some key developments at TNA since the last Council meeting.  
 

3.2. Members asked about the launch of the Government’s Vision for Archives and the plans to 
engage with the sector. Mr Nassé informed members there was to be an accompanying 
action plan led by a steering group to implement the Vision. 
 

3.3. Members were interested to hear about Mr Nassé’s letter to Departmental Record Officers 
and whether there would be subsequent associated guidance issued to departments. Mr 
Nassé informed members that the bar for direct intervention from the Keeper remined high. 
He confirmed that the Standing Collections Policy was due to be refreshed. 
 

3.4. Members discussed the Northern Ireland Troubles Digitisation Project. They asked whether 
TNA had considered working with the CAIN Archive. Mr Nassé noted the suggestion. 
 

3.5. The CEO’s report was noted. 
 
4. Administrative Items 
 

Working Group Update 
 

4.1. Mr David Rossington presented the draft notes from the last Working Group meeting and 
invited questions from members.  
 

4.2. Members noted the draft notes of the most recent Working Group meeting on 17 April. 
 

Forum Report 
 

4.3. Professor Leon Litvack delivered his report from the recent Forum meeting on 20 March 
and invited questions from members. 



 
4.4. Members noted the Forum report. 

 
Advisory Council Annual Report 2025-26 
 

4.5. Members reviewed the final draft of the Advisory Council Annual Report, which was to be 
laid in Parliament as an Annex to TNA’s Annual Report and Accounts. 
 

4.6. Members approved their Annual Report for 2025-26. 
 
ACTION: Advisory Council Secretary to send the final version of the report to TNA for 
inclusion in their Annual Report and Accounts. 

 
Succession Planning 

 
4.7. Mr David Rossington and Professor Leon Litvack introduced this item and discussed a light-

touch process to appoint new Deputy Chairs of both the Advisory Council and the Forum. 
 

4.8. It was the view of the Chair that the process for appointing the Deputy Chairs be as follows: 
 

• The MR to review and approve ‘job descriptions’ for the roles. 
• These to be circulated to the Advisory Council members to request formal Expressions 

of Interest (EoIs) of no more than 1000 words. 
• The MR to consider the EoIs and appoint the Deputy Chairs. 
• In the event of multiple EoIs being received for one or both roles, the MR will conduct 

short interviews with the interested Council members before making his appointments. 
Either a member of the MR’s Office or the Advisory Council Secretary would be present 
for these interviews. 

 
4.9. It was suggested that this process be completed before the July Advisory Council meeting. 

 
ACTION: The Secretary to review the draft ‘Job Descriptions’ provided by the Deputy 
Chairs before sending them to the MR for review and approval. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to circulate the approved ‘Job Descriptions’ to Council and ask 
for Expressions of Interest from the members. 

 
5. Letter from the Covid Inquiry 
 

5.1. The Advisory Council had received a letter from the Covid Inquiry which was presented for 
discussion. Council thought it was useful to have received this letter in advance of the 
Inquiry’s applications to the Council later in the year. 
 

5.2. The Advisory Council noted the letter from the Covid Inquiry. 
 
6. FOI Panel Update 
 

6.1. The Head of the FOI Centre presented this report, highlighting key metrics to members and 
thanking them for continuing to complete panel work within one working day. 
 



6.2. Members were informed that TNA had informally resolved a case referred to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office. TNA would be able to provide a fuller update on this at the July 
Council meeting. 
 

6.3. Members noted the efficiency of the FOI panels and were recognised the progress TNA had 
made in tackling backlog of requests. 
 

6.4. Council noted the FOI Panel update. 
 
7. FCDO in Person Update 
 

7.1. Representatives from FCDO Knowledge and Information Management (KIM) team joined the 
meeting. 
 

7.2. Professor Leon Litvack led a discussion on the update provided by FCDO in advance of the 
meeting. The representatives provided further updates on developments to date. 
 

7.3. Members were concerned to hear that resources for the KIM team were still below 
sustainable levels and that they had not been able to recruit to vacant posts. They queried 
whether writing to the new Permanent Secretary at FCDO to highlight their concerns would 
be useful. The FCDO KIM team felt that it would. 
 

7.4. The Advisory Council also agreed that their level of concern was such that it was worth 
writing to the Minister for Archives to ask for her involvement at a Ministerial level. 
 

7.5. Members thanked FCDO for attending and speaking candidly to Council. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to draft a letter for the Permanent Secretary at FCDO 
highlighting the Council’s concerns regarding the department’s ability to meet its 
statutory duties under the Public Records Act. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to draft a letter to the Minister for Archives to be sent by the 
Council to bring their concerns to her attention. 
 

7.6. Representatives from FCDO left the meeting. 
 
8. Departmental Retention Requests 
 

Departmental applications 
 

8.1. The Council considered papers from departments relating to the retention of records. Any 
recommendations for approval were to be advanced to the Secretary of State for ratification. 
 

8.2. Applications for retentions of one to three years and updates on retained records were 
received from the following Departments: 
 

• Department for Transport (DfT) 
• Ministry of Justice (MoJ) 
• Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 

 
ALBs’ applications 
 



8.3. Applications for retentions of one to three years and updates on retained records were 
received from the following Arm’s Length Bodies (ALBs): 
 

• Historic England 
• His Majesty’s Land Registry (HMLR) 
• His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) 
• The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) 
• The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) 
• Natural England 

 
ACTION: The Advisory Council Secretary will write to departments to notify them of 
the Council’s recommendations, including any which will go forward to the Secretary 
of State with regard to their retention requests. 

 
9. Access to Records 
 

9.1. The Advisory Council considered outstanding Departmental queries from February 2025 – 
February 2026 which included clarifications, revised applications and updates; withdrawn 
applications; applications carried forward; and the record of recusals. 

 
9.2. The Council then considered the same from May 2026. 

 
9.3. The Council was content to approve the applications on the basis of the clarification or 

additional information provided by the departments, subject to certain exceptions, which 
were either queried, withdrawn or carried over to the next meeting, as the relevant 
department had yet to respond. 

 
9.4. The Council noted comments on applications to close records under draft FOI Schedules 

194 and 195 and Retention Instrument 165. 
 
10.  Any Other Business 
 

10.1. Council were reminded to RSVP for the MR’s event on 6 July. 
 

10.2. Council were informed that they would soon receive an invitation to the Private View 
of TNA’s next exhibition, USA 250. 
 

10.3. Council were asked to note that there would be an extended lunch break at the July 
Council meeting to mark the MR’s last meeting before his retirement. 

 
The meeting closed at 15:00. 
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