ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
NATIONAL RECORDS AND ARCHIVES

Date: 14 November 2025

Time: 11:00 — 15:30

Venue: The National Archives (TNA) and Video Link
Chair: Sir Geoffrey Vos, Master of the Rolls (MR), Chair

Members: Mr David Rossington, Deputy Chair
Lady Moira Andrews
Dr Jim Bamberg
Ms Liz Copper
Dr Nigel Fletcher
Ms Kate Grimley-Evans
Mr Martin Howard
Ms Lex Jones
Professor Leon Litvack, Deputy Chair of the Forum
Ms Sally Mclnnes
Sir David Natzler
Ms Helene Pantelli
Professor Sally Sheard
Mr James Strachan
Ms Aruna Verma
Professor Sir Simon Wessely

Minutes: Ms Jenna Birley, Governance Manager and Secretary to the Advisory
Council (TNA)

Non-members:
TNA: Senior Access Manager
Head of Government Services (via video link)
Freedom of Information (FOI) Manager
Strategic Compliance Lead (via video link)
Ms Lucy Fletcher, Deputy Chief Executive
Head of FOI Centre
Mr Saul Nassé, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Keeper of Public
Records
Governance Coordinator
Transfer Adviser
Mr Sam Whaley, Head of Strategy and CEQO’s Office

MR’s Office: Ms Crystal Hung, Legal Advisor to the Master of the Rolls
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Ms Rachel Tocknell, Private Secretary to the Master of the Rolls
Guests and Observers: Head of Collections, The Postal Museum (ltem 9)

1. Welcome, introductions, apologies and declarations of interest

1.1. The Deputy Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
1.2.No apologies had been received.

2. Minutes and matters arising

Minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2025

2.1.Subject to minor amendments proposed by members, the minutes of the July
meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.

Notes of the training session held on 26 September 2025

2.2.The members reviewed the notes of their training session and agreed them
as a fair reflection of the topics discussed.

Actions Log
2.3.Members agreed actions 3, 9, 10 and 11 were complete and could be closed.
2.4.The Action Log was noted.

3. The National Archives, CEO and Keeper’s Update

3.1.The CEO and Keeper of Public Records, Mr Saul Nassé, introduced his
report which was taken as read.

3.2.Members asked for clarification on the transfer of the Parliamentary Archives.
Mr Saul Nassé provided an update on the transfer and the timeline.
3.3.The CEOQO’s report was noted.

4. Administrative Items

4.1.Working Group Update
Members noted the draft notes of the most recent Working Group meeting
on 10 October.

4.2.Feedback from Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
File Review
Sir David Natzler had recently reviewed some files from FCDO on behalf of
the Advisory Council which had been the subject of long-running Council
queries. His report and recommendations were presented for the Council to
consider.
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4.3.Members discussed the report and agreed to write to the FCDO, provide the
context of the legal advice provided to the MR on section 41 of the Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA), and advise they re-examine their applications of
exemptions in several of the cases; namely lines 22, 24, 25, 32 and 26-38 on
the schedule of queries considered at their February 2025 meeting.

ACTION: The Advisory Council Secretary to write to the FCDO on behalf of
the Council, advising of their recommendations.

4.4 . Forum Report
Professor Leon Litvack provided a report on the Forum meeting of 17
October 2025 which was noted by the Advisory Council.

4.5. Advisory Council Records Review Update
The Secretary thanked the three Advisory Council members, Ms Helene
Pantelli, Mr Martin Howard and Ms Lex Jones, for conducting a sensitivity
review of Advisory Council records. She informed members that the review
had been completed and records would be prepared for transfer.

. Schedule Amendments

5.1.The Senior Access Manager introduced this item which asked for the
members to discuss the custom and practice relating to minor amendments
to the Advisory Council schedules after Advisory Council meetings. Members
were asked to give a view as to whether these current practices were
acceptable and appropriate and were informed that the Working Group had
considered the same paper.

5.2.Members discussed the paper and examples provided. These detailed when
requests for amendments to be made to schedules after the related Advisory
Council meeting would be acceptable and TNA colleagues could make the
requested changes, and when the request would require a resubmission to
the Advisory Council.

5.3. Members were content that the following kind of request would not require a
resubmission to the Advisory Council:
e Decrease in closure or retention period
e Change in piece or extract numbering
e Change of year of record (only if within the same decade and does not
affect closure period)
e Change from whole piece to extract
e Small change in extract pages, such as from two pages to three.

5.4.Members agreed that the following kind of request would require a
resubmission to the Advisory Council:
¢ Increase in closure or retention period
e Change in FOI exemption
e Change in retention criteria
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e Change from extract to whole piece
e Significant change in extract pages

ACTION: The Advisory Council Secretary to record this agreed process in
the Advisory Council decision record.

6. FOI Panel Update

6.1. The Head of the FOI Centre presented this report, highlighting key metrics to
members and thanking them for continuing to complete panel work within one
working day.

6.2.Members were interested to note the Information Commissioner's Office
(ICO) Decision Notice concerning TNA'’s application of s. 38(1)(a) and s.
40(2) FOIA, and the report was noted.

7. Section 40 Discussion

7.1.Mr Jonathan Scherbal Ball introduced this item and outlined some areas to
discuss regarding Departments’ application of s. 40 to their records as
outlined in his accompanying paper.

7.2.Members discussed the issues raised and remained concerned about the
general oversight of the application of s. 40 to public records.

7.3.Members also raised a more general point of there being a lack of clarity
around their general duty to advise the Secretary of State regarding, for
example, the process to do so, the expectations around subsequent action,
and similar.

7.4.Members felt an item on archiving in the public interest, led by TNA, at one of
their earlier meetings in 2026 would be beneficial. It was further suggested
that this could also cover recent legislative changes affecting the public
record such as the Public Office (Accountability) Bill 2025.

7.5.Members also agreed that a slightly updated version of Mr Jonathan
Scherbel-Ball's paper would be useful as part of the Advisory Council
reference materials for their consideration when examining the schedules at
future meetings.

ACTION: The Advisory Council Secretary to schedule an item on archiving
in the public interest for a 2026 Advisory Council meeting.

ACTION: Mr Jonathan Scherbel-Ball to update his paper on s. 40 for
inclusion in the general guidance documents for Advisory Council
members.

8. The Postal Museum Update
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8.1.A representative from The Postal Museum joined the meeting and presented
an update on retained records.

8.2.Members noted the update.

9. Departmental Retention Reguests

9.1. Departmental applications
The Council considered papers from departments relating to the retention of
records. Any recommendations for approval were to be advanced to the
Secretary of State for ratification.

Applications for retentions of one to three years and updates on retained
records were received from the following Departments:

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
Department for Education (DfE)

Department for Transport (DfT)

Home Office

Ministry for Housing, Community and Local Government (MHCLG)
Ministry of Justice (MoJ)

Northern Ireland Office (NIO)

9.2. Applications for retentions of one to three years and updates on retained
records were received from the following Arm’s Length Bodies (ALBs):

Food Standards Agency (FSA)

His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC)
Health and Safety Executive (HSE)

Historic England

Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC)
Metropolitan Police

National Highways

NHS England

Natural Resources Wales (NRW)

Water Services Regulation Authority (Ofwat)
Royal Parks

National Lottery Community Fund

9.3. Applications for retentions of one to two years was received from the
following Places of Deposit (PODs):

British Library
British Museum

ACTION: The Advisory Council Secretary will write to departments to
notify them of the Council’s recommendations, including any which will
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go forward to the Secretary of State with regard to their retention
requests.

The MR left the meeting. Mr David Rossington took over the Chair.

10.Access to Records

10.1. The Advisory Council considered outstanding Departmental queries
from November 2023 — July 2025 which included clarifications, revised
applications and updates; withdrawn applications; applications carried
forward; and the record of recusals.

10.2. The Council then considered the same from September 2025.

10.3. The Council discussed entry 352 on the September queries. It was
noted that this case should fall under the Environmental Information
Regulations (EIR) rather than the FOIA and Council expect a reference to be
made to EIR exceptions if applicable in the future.

10.4. The Council then considered the same from November 2025.

10.5. The Council was content to approve the applications on the basis of
the clarification or additional information provided by the departments, subject
to certain exceptions, which were either queried, withdrawn or carried over to
the next meeting, as the relevant department had yet to respond.

10.6. The Council noted comments on applications to close records under
draft FOI Schedules 185 and 186 and Retention Instrument 163.

11. Any Other Business

11.1. The Deputy Chair asked members to consider becoming part of the
Working Group who would need one additional member in 2026.

The meeting closed at 15:30.
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