
Writer of the month schedule

John Guy is a Fellow of Clare College,  
University of Cambridge, and also teaches  
on the Yale in London programme at the 
Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British 
Art. He read history at Cambridge and has 
held academic positions in Britain and the 
United States throughout his career, special-
izing in the Tudor period. His books include 
the bestselling Tudor England; The Tudors:  
A Very Short Introduction; A Daughter’s Love: 
Thomas and Margaret More; Thomas Becket: 
Warrior, Priest, Rebel, Victim: A 900-Year- 
Old Story Retold; and ‘My Heart is My Own’: 
the Life of Mary Queen of Scots, which won 
the Whitbread Biography Award, Marsh  
Biography Award and was a Finalist for  
the National Book Critics’ Circle (USA)  
Biography/Autobiography of the Year  
Award. He appears regularly on BBC radio 
and has presented five documentaries for 
BBC2 television. He also writes and reviews 
for national newspapers and magazines,  
including The Sunday Times and The  
Literary Review.

Jacket illustration: Front: detail from The Family of  
Henry VIII, c.1545 (oil on canvas), English School, Royal 
Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
2012. Back: Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Richmond and 
Somerset, c.1534, by Lucas Horenbout or Hornebault. 
The Royal Collection © 2011 Her Majesty Queen  
Elizabeth II / The Bridgeman Art Library.

The family drama of England’s wealthiest and most  
powerful king. A tale of jealousy, mutual distrust, and often 

bitter sibling rivalry, simmering beneath the magnificent 
pageantry and stormy politics of the Tudor court. 

‘One of the most distinguished  
scholars of the Tudor period.’
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at the Tudor court, there was a family drama. 
Nothing drove Henry VIII, England’s 
wealthiest and most powerful king, more  
than producing a legitimate male heir and  
so perpetuating his dynasty. To that end,  
he married six wives, became the subject  
of the most notorious divorce case of the  
sixteenth century, and broke with the pope, 
all in an age of international competition  
and warfare, social unrest, and growing  
religious intolerance and discord. 

Henry fathered four living children, each  
by a different mother. Their interrelation-
ships were often scarred by jealousy, mutual 
distrust, sibling rivalry, even hatred. Possessed 
of quick wits and strong wills, their characters 
were defined partly by the educations they 
received, and partly by events over which  
they had no control. 

Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Richmond, although 
recognized as the king’s son, could never  
forget his illegitimacy. Edward died while still 
in his teens, desperately plotting to exclude 
his half-sisters from the throne. Mary’s world 
was shattered by her mother’s divorce and her 
own unhappy marriage. Elizabeth was the 
most successful, but also the luckiest. Even so, 
she lived with the knowledge that her father 
had ordered her mother’s execution, was often 
in fear of her own life, and could never marry 
the one man she truly loved. 

Henry’s children idolized their father,  
even if they differed radically over how to 
perpetuate his legacy. To tell their stories, 
John Guy returns to the archives, drawing  
on a vast array of contemporary records,  
personal letters, and first-hand accounts. 

Children
Henry VIII of

the

jo
h

n
 g

u
y

 
2

of
the

C
h

ild
r

e
n

    H
e

n
r

y
 V

III

£16.99 RRP $27.95 USA

15 January 2013  
Ben Macintyre  
Hunting for Spies in The National Archives

12 February 2013 
A session ‘in conversation’ with African historian  
Gus Casely-Hayford, talking about his most  
recent book The Lost Kingdoms of Africa

12 March 2013   
Antony Beevor  
Stalingrad and Berlin  
- Researching the Reality of War

16 April 2013
John Guy  
The Children of Henry VIII 

14 May 2013 
Ian Mortimer  
An A-Z of Interesting Things about  
Elizabethan England

11 June 2013
A session ‘in conversation’ with Dominic Sandbrook  
talking about his latest book Seasons in the Sun:  
The Battle for Britain, 1974-1979

9 July 2013
Peter Hennessy 
Writing a History of One’s Own Times

13 August 2013   
Rachel Johnson  
Suddenly, All Roads Led to Munich,  
1936 - why I wrote Winter Games

10 September 2013   
Lucy Worsley  
An Intimate History of Your Home

8 October 2013  
Kathleen Chater, Researching Untold Histories:  
Black people in England and Wales during the  
period of the British slave trade, c.1660-1807

12 November 2013   
Tracy Borman  
Witches, Sorcery, Scandal and Seduction in Jacobean England

10 December 2013  
Joanna Bourke  
Human Woes:  Researching Violence and  
Pain in the Archives




