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Source One

Extracts from the Education Act, 1921 covering school leaving age; nursery education; vacation education; scholarships; religious education. TNA Catalogue ref: (RG 48/560)
Transcript

Practical and advanced instruction

20. It shall be the duty of a local education authority so to exercise their powers under this Part as to make, or otherwise to secure, adequate and suitable provision by means of central schools, central or special classes, or otherwise—

     (i) for including in the curriculum of public elementary schools, at appropriate stages, practical instruction suitable to the ages, abilities, and requirements of the children; and

     (ii) for organising in public elementary schools courses of advanced instruction for the older or more intelligent children in attendance at such schools, including children who stay at schools beyond the age of fourteen.

Nursery schools

21. The powers of a local education authority for elementary education shall include power to make arrangements for—

      (a) supplying or aiding the supply of nursery schools (which expression shall  

include nursery classes) for children over two and under five years of age, or such later age as may be approved by the Board of Education, whose attendance at such a school is necessary or desirable for their healthy, physical, and mental development; and

       (b) attending to the health, nourishment, and physical welfare of children attending nursery schools.

A.D. 1921. Vacation &c., schools

22. The powers of a local education authority for elementary education shall include power to provide, for children attending a public elementary school, vacation schools, vacation classes, play-centres, or other means of recreation during their holidays or at such other times as the local education authority may prescribe, in the schoolhouse or in some other suitable place in the vicinity, so far as the local education authority, in the case of a schoolhouse not belonging to them , can obtain for the purpose  the use of the schoolhouse or place:

Provided that in any exercise of powers under this section, the local authority may encourage and assist the establishment or continuance of voluntary agencies, and associate with themselves representatives of voluntary associations for the purpose.

Powers for the education of children in exceptional circumstances.

23.  Where a local education authority for the elementary education are satisfied in the case of any children that, owing to the remoteness of their homes or the conditions under which the children are living, or other exceptional circumstances affecting the children, those children are not in a position to receive the full benefit of education by means of the ordinary provision made for the purpose by the authority, the authority may, with approval of the Board of education, make such arrangements, either of a permanent or temporary character, and including the provision of board and lodging, as they think best suited for enabling those children to receive the benefit of efficient elementary education, and may for that purpose enter into such agreement with the parent of any such child as they think proper:

Provided that, where a child is boarded out in pursuance of this section, the local authority shall, if possible, and, if the parent so requests, arrange for the boarding out being with a person belonging to the religious persuasion of the parents.

Provisions with respect to scholarships, bursaries, &c.

24.  The powers of a local education authority for elementary education shall include a power to aid by scholarships (which term includes allowances for maintenance) or bursaries the instruction in public elementary schools of scholars from the age of twelve up to the limit of age fixed by this Act for the provision of instruction in a public elementary school

…

Conduct of School

A.D.1921. Public Elementary School

27.---(1) Every elementary school which is conducted in accordance with the following regulations shall be a public elementary school within the meaning of this Act; and every public elementary school shall be conducted in accordance with the following regulations (a copy of which regulations shall be conspicuously put up in every school); namely:--

(a) It shall not be required, as a condition of any child being admitted into or continuing in the school, that he shall attend or abstain from attending Sunday School, or any place of religious worship, or that he shall attend any religious observance or any instruction in religious subjects in the school or elsewhere from which observance or instruction he may be withdrawn by his parent, attend the school on any day exclusively set apart for religious observance by the religious body to which his parent belongs:

(b)  The time or times during which any religious observance is practised or instruction in religious subjects is given at any meeting of the school shall either be at the beginning or at the end or at the beginning and the end of such a meeting, and shall be inserted in time-table to be approved by the Board of Education, and to be kept permanently and conspicuously affixed in every schoolroom; and any scholar may be withdrawn by his parent from such an observance or instruction without forfeiting any of the other benefits of the school..

…
Source Two 

Question raised in the House of Commons, 11 June, 1924 about staying in school beyond 14yrs. This becomes a concern reflected in later education circulars regarding the support of voluntary organisations to reduce teenage unemployment, TNA Catalogue ref: (ED 11/117)
Transcript

Circulated for the information of all Local Education Authorities

Board of Education Administrative Memo no.29

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Question and Answer No.257

Thursday, 5th June, 1924

Mr. Windsor- To ask the President of the Board of Education, whether he will encourage local education authorities to exercise their powers under Section 86 of the Education Act, 1921, both directly and by aiding juvenile organisations in their areas, so that children who stay at school instead of seeking immediate employment may enjoy special opportunities of social and physical training.

MR. CHARLES TREVELYAN: I think that local juvenile organisations may well exercise a most beneficial influence in the direction suggested, and I shall be very glad to see them strengthened by close co-operation with and financial assistance from Local Education Authorities. I think everybody would desire that in present circumstances as many children as possible should stay on at school, and Local Authorities have in some areas been fairly successful in persuading them to do so. But where they are not prepared to take the step of raising the school leaving age, and are unable to secure voluntary full-time attendance at school after the age of 14, I think they may well consider the possibility of establishing special evening classes for unemployed children, and providing for them, either directly or indirectly, the advantages contemplated by the Section, which I think might be a little ingenuity to be made attractive. The expenditure incurred by Local Education Authorities under approved arrangements would rank for the calculation of the grant, and I shall welcome proposals for this purpose.

Source Three
Advertisement for AEC builders of London buses, London and North Western Railway Gazette, vol. 9, January-December 1920, TNA Catalogue ref: (ZPER 13/7)
Transcript

AEC

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES


The fact that large numbers of A.E.C. Vehicles are now employed on Auxiliary Passenger and Goods work by many of the English railways is a fitting testimonial to their power and economical efficiency.

NOTICE

Will owners of A.E.C. vehicles not purchased direct or from our agents send along their names and addresses, stating the Nos. of their chassis. Our inspectors will be pleased to inform you whether you are running in the most economical manner.

Associated Equipment Co., 

                Ltd.,

Walthamstow, London, E.17.

BUILDERS OF LONDON’S BUSES

Telephone--                                                                             Telegrams--

Walhamstow                                                                           “Vangastow, 

780                                                                                           Waltstreet,             

(8 lines)                                                                                     London”

Source Five
Letter from Buckfastleigh Urban District Council, 13 August 1925 giving provisional approval for the Glover’s Park, Devon, housing scheme, TNA Catalogue ref: (HLG 49/134)

Transcript

BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

HOUSING SCHEME. GLOVERS PARK SITE

Proposals for provisional approval

1. The estimate of the existing need for houses of the working classes in Buckfastleigh is based on the Schemes which were put forward to be proceeded with in 1920. There were three schemes viz. The Abbey Meadow Scheme for 11 houses, which scheme was completed, the Glover’s Park Site Scheme for 18 houses which was not allowed to be proceeded with by the Ministry after tenders had been invited, and the Three Corners Site Scheme which was also stopped. The Council have no waiting list but there are a large number of persons in Buckfastleigh requiring accommodation and the houses would let immediately. I enclose the Annual Report of the M.O.H. which particularly refers to the present housing conditions at Buckfastleigh. It is impossible to make [any] closing orders to the shortage of houses.

2. The Council propose to build 20 houses on the Glovers Park site, subject to special conditions, on receiving the Exchequer Subsidy of £9 per house per annum for 40 years.

 By private enterprise one Firm are proposing to build ten houses (Certificates for four have been issued and the remaining six have already been approved by the Ministry).

3. The whole scheme for Glover’s Park Site will be put into hand at once provided the tenders are satisfactory.

4. Glover’s Park Site acquired under the Assisted Scheme in 1921 but since appropriated with the approval of the Ministry for ordinary Housing purposes.

5. The Council are satisfied that the proposals will not prejudice any Town Planning Scheme likely to be made. The houses will be set back from the two roads sufficiently to allow for road widening purposes.

6. The houses will be of a rate of density not exceeding 12 to the acre.

7. It is anticipated that the whole of the 20 houses would be completed within twelve months from the date of the sanction to the loan, which would be approximately about 1st October 1926. The first block of houses would be completed six months from the date of the approval of the raising of the loan and the remaining houses at intervals between six months and 12 months.

8. Present Labour position. The labour Exchange Branch Manager writes dated 12th August 1925 as follows-:

(1) Building trade. At present unemployed 6 labourers suitable for building and excavating.

(2) General position. Fair demand for labour, which is with the exception of 6 in No.1 all absorbed. No masons, mechanics in the Building trade at present unemployed.

There are only two firms of Builders in Buckfastleigh and they are fully engaged in the general building and repair work of the District. Tenders would have to be obtained from outside firms and outside labour introduced.

9. A copy of the resolution of the council is sent herewith.

Totnes. 13th August 1925

…

Source Six
Minute sheet from Ministry of Health, Housing Department, 3 December,1923 regarding an assisted housing scheme at King’s Langley, Hertfordshire, TNA Catalogue ref: (HLG 49/1227)
Transcript
MINUTE SHEET

HEMEL HEMSTEAD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

When I last saw the Assistant Clerk and Surveyor this morning with regard to their private enterprise scheme, they raised the question of themselves building some more houses at Kings Langley.

They stated that the need there was very acute indeed and they could get no response from private enterprise, though they had approached builders and others as shown by the annexed notices which they left.

The houses for which we are giving sanction under the private enterprise scheme will not in any way help the need of Kings Langley as they will all be built on other parts of the district. I questioned them on this point and they were very clear.

What they would like to do would be to take over the whole of the Assisted Houses Scheme land at Kings Langley for which they have got a valuation from the District Valuer and eventually build all over it so as to complete a number of houses which should have been built under the original scheme. They cannot build without subsidy.

I said that if they would put their case in writing to us as they stated to me, I thought we should be able to give favourable consideration to their building a few more houses themselves in view of the failure of private enterprise to provide the necessary homes in this locality, but that we should not be able to sanction more than a limited number to start with.

They seemed confident that there would be available labour to enable them to start at once and said that a good start was being made with the 12 houses already sanctioned which will work out at about £400 each.

They will probably write up about this further proposal in a few days, after their Council’s meeting tomorrow. I understood that the Chairman of the Council who, himself, lives at King’s Langley, is very keen on this proposal, as he knows the great need for the houses here and is being bombarded with applications by people in the neighbourhood.

3rd December 1923

Source Eight
Sidney Bechet’s deportation order, 16 September, 1922, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/24778)
In 1919, Sidney Bechet, jazz musician, went to New York City and joined Will Marion Cook’s Syncopated Orchestra. They went to Europe and performed at London’s Royal Philharmonic Hall. During the 1920s jazz was popular boosted by the music newspaper, Melody Maker, first published in 1926 and radio programmes from the new British Broadcasting Corporation. Jazz records from America were more available in Britain and British musicians like Patrick Cairns and ‘Spike’ Hughes learnt from American performers. 
Transcript
C.R.O. No.                                                       437145

Prison Register No 2530

Name:                         Sydney Bechet 

Alias

To be discharged otherwise than under Section 5, 7,

 or 8 Prev. Crimes Act on the 15th day of     September    1922

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date and place of birth: 1898 U.S.A.                 Distinctive Marks and Peculiarties

Trade of Occupation      Musician

Height (without shoes)   5’ 6½”

Complexion                    Swarthy

Hair                                Black

Eyes                               Brown

Remarks

Intended Address

DEPORATATION ORDER

	The Signature of the Governor, with prison and date, will be made immediately below the entry of the last conviction

	CONVICTIONS- (in chronological sequence)

	Sentence
	Court & Place (state if at Ass, Sess., or Police)
	Date


	Offence of which prisoner was actually found guilty.
	Full Christian & Surnames

	14 days & Deportation
	Clerkenwell Police
	2.9.22
	Assault female
	Sydney Bechet

	J.Hayes                                        C.O. for Governor Pentonville Prison 6.9.22


Letter from the Metropolitan Commissioner of Police to the Home Secretary confirming Sydney Bechet’s extradition to New York, 9 November, 1922, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/24778)
Transcript

Any further communication on the subject of this letter should be addressed to:-

THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE                                      New Scotland Yard

OF THE METROPOLIS                                                         LONDON, S.W.1

New Scotland Yard                                                                9th November, 1922.

LONDON, S.W.1.,

And the following No. quoted:-

36/2/5 (L.2)

Communications should not be addressed to 

individuals by name.

[Stamp: HOME OFFICE, 10 Nov. 22 RECEIVED]

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 15th Sept. last forwarding the Deportation order made against Sidney or Sydney BECHET.

I am directed by the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State, that this alien was received from Brixton Prison 2nd November and the order was served by reading it over to him and leaving a copy in his possession. The alien was conveyed in due course to Southampton and placed on board the S.S. Finland which sailed on 3rd November, for New York. As he was destitute he was given 10/- for subsistence in accordance with instructions. The original Order, duly endorsed, is returned herewith.

I am Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

George D. Edwards,       [Secretary]

The Under Secretary of State,

Home Office, S.W.1.

Source Nine 

Extract of a letter from General Post Office to the Secretary of State for the Colonial Office about the licensing of the BBC, 8 March, 1923, TNA Catalogue ref: (CO 323/904)
Transcript

Your reference: 45026/1922

P.O. reference 154065/22

All communications should be addressed to-

“The Secretary, General Post Office”

GENERAL POST OFFICE, LONDON E.C.1

7 MARCH, 1923

Sir,

In continuation of the Post Office letter of the 20th of October last, I am directed by the Postmaster General to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that the arrangements for Wireless Broadcasting in Great Britain have now been completed.

A licence (copy enclosed) has been granted to the British Broadcasting Company, Limited, for the establishment of eight stations in different parts of the country for the purpose of broadcasting, by wireless telephony, concerts, lectures, educational matter, speeches, weather reports, theatrical entertainments and any other matter (including news and other information) from time to time approved by the Post Master General. Permission to broadcast news under certain conditions has been given by a supplemental licence (copy also enclosed). The Company’s stations will be established at or in the vicinity of London, Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Cardiff, Aberdeen, and Plymouth (or Southampton).

The constitution of the Company and its relations with the manufacturers who will form its individual members are set forth in the enclosed memorandum and Articles of Association and in the form of Agreement scheduled to the licence

…

No.186424

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

I thereby certify that THE BIRTISH BROADCASTING COMPANY LIMITED is this day Incorporated under the Companies Act, 1908 to 1917, and that the Company is LIMITED.

Given under my hand at London, this 15th day of December One Thousand nine hundred and twenty-two.

H.BIRTLES,

Registrar of Joint Stock Companies

Fees and Deed Stamps, £30 10s.0d.

Stamp Duty on Capital, £1,000 0s.0d.

Source Twelve
Extract from an article from LMS (London, Midland and Scottish) Railway Magazine, February 1924 about railway holiday traffic. It gives an insight into the nature of rail transport and holidays in 1920s Britain, TNA Catalogue ref: (ZPER 14/1)
Transcript
L M S 
RAILWAY MAGAZINE

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TRAFFIC REGULATION

By Ashton Davies

Anyone who is interested in railway traffic organisation and wishes to see what holiday traffic is like could not do better than visit Blackpool, the summer playground and the magnet for the million, in the height of the holiday season. Every summer hundreds of thousands from the busy hives of industry in Lancashire, Yorkshire, the Potteries and Birmingham migrate to the Lancashire coast for the exhilarations provided by the bracing breezes, the palatial ballrooms and gorgeous palaces of entertainment at Blackpool. The bracing atmosphere and enjoyment of variety performances of the highest class enable holiday makers to return home restored and refreshed to resume their ordinary avocations. “Going off” and “holiday” clubs are special feature in these industrial centres, ad vast sums of money are distributed annually among the members.

[Illustration of Bolton to Blackpool return ticket]

Caption: “Linked” Ticket, used for bulk Town Holiday Traffic, where the passengers travel outward one Saturday and return the next. These tickets are printed with both the outward and return Schedule numbers, and times of outward and return trains. Passengers holding them do not require to obtain regulation tickets for the return journey to Blackpool.

For a brief period, generally a week, the workers turn their backs on drab industrial surroundings, and rush to the City of Pleasure with a zest that must be seen to be appreciated. Blackpool caters for the masses as well as the classes. It is the masses that create the traffic problem. Every week end in summer the town becomes the new and speeds the parting guest, and this duty is performed chiefly on Saturday. Blackpool has been described as “Manchester by the Sea”. During the “Wakes” week of the various towns, it would be just as true to call it “Bolton”, “Blackburn”, “Burnley”, “Oldham”, “Birmingham” or “Stoke” by the sea.

The ebb and flow of traffic week after week calls for a high standard of organisation to deal with it satisfactorily, for anything from 60,000 to 85,000 passengers may be relied upon to arrive in Blackpool every Saturday in the summer season. The return passengers are spread out a little more, but anything from 50,000 to 75,000 passengers will return on Saturdays.

Prior to the War, much difficulty was experienced in dealing with the enormous traffic. In the summer of 1913 the ordinary scheduled service of trains into Blackpool was supplemented by no less than 90 special trains on the busiest days. The experiences of that time clearly pointed to the necessity for some

[Illustration of Blackpool ticket]

Caption: Regulation ticket, issued for return journey to passengers presenting rail tickets. Regulation Tickets given up to the collector before joining the return train.

system of control by allocation of tickets to specific trains. Tickets issued to passengers in advance gave an indication of the number likely to present themselves, but no indication as to the trains by which they would travel. The distribution of passengers over the trains was unequal; some trains being inconveniently full, whilst others were lightly loaded. It was a common experience for passengers to come up for a particular train in numbers sufficient to fill three, four or five trains. Stand-by trains had to be provided in anticipation of these irregular surges in traffic.

The special feature of the Blackpool traffic is its weekly ebb and flow. The flow of outward traffic from, say, Burnley district will be met

[Illustration of Bolton to Blackpool ticket]

Caption: Rail Ticket, stamped on outward portion with Schedule Number of train by which it is available

By the ebb or return of the Boltonians. A wet morning may deter the Burnley people from travelling by the earlier morning trains, whereas similar weather conditions at Blackpool will tend to cause the Bolton people to travel home…

Source Fourteen

Legislation concerning nightclubs, 27 March, 1925, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/172)

Transcript

 (This document is the property of His Majesty’s Government)

SECRET                                     C A B I N E T
C.P. 182 (25).                          NIGHT CLUBS BILL

Memorandum by the Home Secretary

I understand my colleagues desire a little further information as to the reason for this Bill. They will be aware perhaps that this is not the first occasion when the matter has been before Parliament. In 1915 the Clubs (Temporary Provisions) Bill was passed for the continuance of the War.

In moving its Second Reading in the House of Lords on November 4th, 1915, Lord Curzon said “it was designed to put an end to a great scandal by arresting the growth of night clubs, which were haunts of temptation and dens of iniquity in our great towns; they were snares provided to trap the unwary, there were in them scenes of drinking, gambling and immorality.

In introducing the Bill in the House of Commons Sir John Simon, then Home Secretary, said “these institutions are the resort of every kind of scoundrel and harpy.”

In January of this year I received a deputation introduced by the Bishop of London and representing practically every Christian Church and Social Organisation in London, unanimously asking me to take steps to revive three of the main provisions of the 1915 Act, so far as regards night clubs-: (1) to prohibit harbouring of any undesirable persons in night clubs; (2) to provide satisfactory method of registration; (3) to provide for the entry of police officers, not under the rank of Inspectors, at any time to night clubs.

The speeches which were made by these gentlemen were corroborated by the Commissioner of Police. I obtained a long report from him and put before me the difficulties as follows-:

First, the difficulty of obtaining evidence as distinct from mere information of what takes place inside. Second, the difficulty even if a search warrant is obtained, in executing it in such a way as to secure the evidence necessary.

My colleagues will be aware that though the Police may have reason to suppose that the law as to the sale of intoxicating liquors is being evaded flagrantly, they cannot get a warrant until they can prove to the satisfaction of the magistrate that enough has actually taken place to justify him in issuing a warrant.

Beyond this, having got the warrant, it is very difficult to get in. At Lamb’s Club, for instance the only means of access was by a small lift. In the Quadrant case there was an elaborate system of doors and bells to obstruct entry.

Further, persons who are notoriously making huge profits out of the  illegal sale of liquor in a night club can immediately after one is raided and closed, open another one (even in the same building) and the whole trouble begins over again. I need only mention the well know case of Mrs Merrick who with her daughter seems to ring the changes in regards to the siting of her nightclubs.

It may be said ‘why interfere with these clubs’. In the first place my reply would be, that there is a strong belief that these clubs are not only breaking the law in regard to the sale of intoxicating liquors, but are in certain cases the haunts of very undesirable characters, and that young men inconsequence led astray in a way they would not be in decently conducted licensed premises. The law provides generally speaking to take the Metropolis alone- that no drink maybe supplied in any night club after 11 o’clock in the evening, and that all drink so supplied must be consumed before 11.30 o’ clock, or if a special certificate is obtained under Section 3 of the Licensing Act, 1921, 12 and 12.30 respectively.

If my colleagues desire that unlimited drinking should go on through al hours of the night, let us alter the licensing hours and enact accordingly, but I think in that case the enactment would have to extend to the licensed public-house or restaurant.

If my colleagues are not prepared for this course, I submit that it is perfectly clear that the law must be obeyed. There is nothing worse in this or any other country than the enactment of laws which are openly disobeyed by sections of the community, and my reason for asking leave to bring in this Bill is that some further steps are required to enable us to see that the law whatever it may be is obeyed.

The plan of the Bill is, first, to take the existing law (Section 91, etc. of the Licensing (Consolidation) Act 1910) as the registration of clubs which applies to all clubs, good or bad, supplying liquor on their premises, and add it to special provisions relating to night clubs

…

What objection could be taken to this proposal? It will not in the least degree hurt well conducted night clubs, of which doubtless some of my colleagues could give me the addresses. There would be no objection to an officer making an inspection and my colleagues will remember that during the war this right existed in regard to all clubs including our own and was never burdensome.

I have been very careful as I said before to avoid anything that would appear harsh or in the nature of kill-joy legislation, but I believe the country does demand a better regulation of these clubs, and I say with full sense of responsibility as the political head of the London Police that they cannot conduct their duties effectually and efficiently without some such powers as I am now asking for.

Finally, I may mention that clause 9 contains a provision as to the controller of any club knowingly allowing it to be used as an habitual resort of prostitutes or gamesters. I see no harm in including this which will be of assistance to the Police, but it will be for my colleagues to decide whether they will include it, or not.

27th March, 1925           W.J. H. [William Joynson-Hicks, Home Secretary]
Source Fifteen

Letter to Lord Chancellor on the granting of a Royal Charter to the BBC, 19 November, 1926, TNA Catalogue ref: (PC 8/1089)

Transcript

PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE                                                19th November, 1926
REG: 19 NOV. 1926

No. 132850

My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit for submission to His Majesty The King in Council a draft of the Royal Charter which it is hoped His Majesty may be pleased to grant to the British Broadcasting Corporation.

I may remind Your Lordship that the Committee which I appointed under the Chairmanship of the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres to advise me with regard to the continuance of the Broadcasting Service after the expiration on the 31st December next of the Licence, under which the British Broadcasting Company Limited operates, recommended that a new Authority should be established, which would conduct the service acting as a Trustee for the National interest.

As demonstrating the widespread interest taken by the public in Broadcasting and the value of the service, both as a means of education and entertainment, it is interesting and material to record that over the two million licences for Broadcast reception have been issued. I am confident that under the administration of the new Authority the service will be capable of even wider development and acquire still greater importance.

It will in my judgement endow the new Authority with a prestige and influence which will be of special value to it in the discharge of the important functions in which it is about to engage if it be constituted by Royal Charter, and I am of the opinion that the position which Broadcasting has attained in the national life fully justifies the accord of this privilege.

I have accordingly the honour to request that the accompanying Charter may be submitted to His Majesty in Council for His direction that it pass under the Great Seal and I trust that Your Lordship may be pleased to concur in this request.

I may add that the draft Charter has already been submitted to and approved by the Law Officers of the Crown and copies of their two opinions are enclosed for Your Lordship’s information.

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship’s obedient Servant

The Rt.Hon. The Earl of Balfour                                  …

K.G., O.M.,

Source Sixteen

The King’s speech on opening of Parliament, 2 February, 1926, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/178)
Transcript

The King’s Speech on Opening Parliament

FEBRUARY 2 1926

MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

MY relations with foreign Powers continue to be friendly. Since Parliament rose My Ambassador at Constantinople has proceeded to Angora with a view to arrive at a definite settlement of questions in connection with the Turco-Iraq frontier. My Government cordially reciprocate the desire of the Turkish Government for the promotion of the friendliest relations between Turkey and Great Britain.

A Treaty between Myself and His Majesty the King of Iraq, carrying out the stipulation laid down in the decision of the Council of the League of Nations, has been signed by our respective representatives and has been approved by the Parliament of Iraq. It will be submitted to you without delay.

One of My Ministers will proceed to Geneva as British representative of the Preparatory Committee on Disarmament which is to work out the bases of a general conference on the reduction or armaments. In the opinion of My Government, a substantial step forward in that direction show now be possible as a result of the system of security created by the Treaty of Locarno and subsidiary agreements.

My Government have recently received in London the Finance Minister of Italy, accompanied by a distinguished Delegation, and have concluded an agreement which provides for the funding of the Italian War Debt to this country on fair and honourable conditions. I rejoice that a friendly settlement has been reached of this difficult question.

Invitations are being issued to the Governments of Belgium, France, Germany and Italy to attend a Conference in London to consider the possibility of securing an effective international agreement for regulating hours of labour.

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

The estimates for the Public Services will be laid before you in due course. My Ministers have given earnest consideration to the increasing need for national economy. Proposals for effecting reductions of public expenditure are now being formulated and you will be asked to pass measures required to give effect to them without delay.

Proposals will be laid before you for authorising My Government to guarantee loans for the development of the British dependencies in East Africa and of mandated territories.

MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

The improvement in trade and industry at the end of 1924, which it was then thought would result in an appreciable decrease in the volume of unemployment, was unfortunately checked early last year by the widespread depression which occurred in coal mining.

Since the autumn of last year signs of a revival of industry have again begun to appear, but the growth of confidence on which revival depends is being arrested by the fear of industrial strife.

The result of the Inquiry into the economic condition of the Coal Industry, which is now being conducted by My Commission, will shortly be laid before you. I am well aware of the difficulties that are inherent in the whole situation. But the interests of the Nation are paramount, and I appeal to all parties to face the future in a spirit of conciliation and fellowship and to avoid action which would again postpone the return of good trade and prosperity for which we have so long hoped.

With the object of securing greater economy and efficiency in the generation and transmission of electrical energy in the future, My Government have devised a scheme of reorganisation. A Bill to give effect to these proposals has been prepared and will shortly be introduced.

The condition of agriculture has received the earnest consideration of My Ministers. The question of the provision of better credit facilities for the industry is receiving special attention and discussions are proceeding with a view to the formulation of definite proposals on the subject. A Bill will be presented to enable County Councils to continue and extend the provision of small holdings and cottage holdings, both for owner occupiers and for tenants.

A measure will be laid before you to provide in suitable cases for marking imported agricultural produce and manufactured goods, so that they may be distinguished from the products of this country, and Empire goods distinguished from those of foreign origin.

While I learn with satisfaction of the progress made in the building of new houses in the urban areas of England and Wales, the conditions under which many of My People are compelled to live, both in country district and in the congested areas of numerous towns, still occasion Me deep concern. My Ministers are now examining certain proposals for the improvement of these conditions, and if time permits they will submit to you measures designed to hasten the removal of the worst defects both in town and country.

My Ministers hope that it may be possible to carry further the process of consolidating the main statutes regulating the local government of the country.

I propose to appoint an additional Secretary to replace the Secretary for Scotland, and you will be asked to pass the necessary legislation providing for the transfer of functions.

Bills will laid before you, if time and opportunity permit, dealing with the following matters-:

National Health Insurance.

Unemployment Insurance.

The rating of railways.

The control of road vehicles.

The finance of Poor law in London and the position and powers of Boards of Guardians.

Rating, and the valuation of machinery, in Scotland.

Your labours upon these, and upon all other matters, I humbly commend to the blessing of Almighty God.

Source Nineteen
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COPY

 499163
MANCHESTER, SALFORD & DISTRICT FEDERATION OF EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES

7, Moon Grove

Rusholme,

Manchester

Sept. 19th 1926

My dear Nightingale

In accordance with your wish I went to the greyhound races in Manchester last night. I was present the whole time from 7.30 to 9 and went into three enclosures 5/-, 2/6 and 1/- so that I saw what was going on from all sides.

The “gate” was enormouse-10,000 to 15, 000. I am told that as much as £900 profit is made each night and there are three races each week.

People came in all sorts of ways, motors 200 or 300, trams and taxies. I saw people in invalids chairs, and also a perambulator! So that you see they come families/ I should think that 30 per cent were women and girls. They great majority would be young men.
Betting seems the great and real business. There are six races and they only take about 25 minutes in all. The bulk of the time is spent in making bets. In every enclosure the bookies are busy. A ring of them on all sides shouting the odds, booking bets and giving betting cards. There must have been hundreds of them and there is not the least vestige of apology for their presence. I believe if they were not there the crowd would be absent.

I took particular notice as to kind of folk who did the betting. I saw wives sending their husbands, mothers sending their daughters and group of girls sending one of their numbers to have a “flutter”. Young men were the chief supporters of the bookies.
The amounts paid out on the 1/- side were smaller on the average than on the 5/-. But even there they ranged from 2/6 to £3. I saw one who looked like a working man pass in three 10/- notes.

As to the legality of this I am in doubt. The police were there but they were engaged in regulating motor traffic or looking on.

Our Federation last Friday passed a Resolution deprecating the increase of betting through the races as furthering one of the most serious moral and spiritual perils affecting our generation.

The races were started by the blowing of a bugle by a man in Khaki. I took him to be a soldier. Is the army lending men to this?

This something we ought to fight and yet the greater question is how to eradicate the passion for gambling which possesses the people?

Sincerely yours,

(Signed)…………JOHN HEATH

Secretary…

Source Twenty
Short article from Daily Herald on the first dog grace at White City, 2 April, 1927, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/14222)
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LONDON’S FIRST “HARE” RACE


Greyhound Coursing at the White City

THE NEW SPORT

Dogs That Can Travel at 42 Miles An Hour

------------------------

London has lost little time in following the lead given by Manchester, Liverpool, and Leeds in adopting the sport of greyhound racing, the “hare” being a dummy, electrically propelled and manipulated by a man who controls its speed.

Sheffield and Scotland are also converts to the game.

Little wonder that this should be so when it is realised that a first-class hound do his 42 miles an hour.

The Greyhound Racing Association has now completed negotiations to lease the White City Stadium, and racing will be conducted there, and at the new course at Harringay, on alternate evenings.

The first meeting will be held at White City is in the middle of May.

It will be possible to pack 150,000 people into the Stadium; the Association will actually cater for 80,000. The Harringay ground will hold 60,000 spectators.

The course will be a quarter of a mile on the hub rail. Prices of admission will be fixed to suit all purses, the lowest being a shilling, in addition to tax.

Source Twenty One

Memorandum from William Joynson-Hicks, Home Secretary, concerning the commemoration of the Armistice and the BBC, 16 April, 1928, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/194)
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This document is the property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government

SECRET                                       C A B I N E T

C.P.125 (28)

ARMISTICE DAY, 1928

Memorandum by the Home Secretary

I am being pressed to give an answer at an early date to a request from the British Broadcasting Corporation for permission to broadcast the Service at the Cenotaph on Armistice Day which this year falls on a Sunday. The Corporation’s reason for requesting a decision now is that in the event of permission being given they would proceed forthwith to install an underground cable at Whitehall so as to make a trial of the arrangement they have proposed by broadcasting the British Legion Service on Whit Sunday.

My colleagues will perhaps remember that similar requests in the past were refused by Lord Curzon, by Mr. Henderson my predecessor at the Home Office, and by myself partly on questions of principle and partly on account of the technical difficulties. It was felt that the whole idea underlying the Armistice Day Services held throughout the United Kingdom is personal attendance by all who are able to be present and that participation in them by aid of mechanical contrivances is inappropriate to the spirit of the occasion, while from the technical point of view the objection has been that a considerable amount of unsightly mechanical apparatus would have to be used. I have, however, lately discussed this latter aspect of the matter with officials of the British Broadcasting Corporation and I am satisfied that it will be possible by the use of underground cables to broadcast the Service with no visible apparatus except one microphone which might take the form of a lectern. This removes the objection to broadcasting on aesthetic grounds. There remains the question of principle but the public demand for the broadcasting of the service is insistent: it is likely in my opinion to increase in volume and will eventually have to be met. I therefore recommend to my colleagues that, subject to the approval of The King, the permission sought ought to be granted.

As, however, Armistice Day will fall on a Sunday it does not seem possible to give permission for the broadcasting of the service without first coming to a decision as to the lines on which the day is to be observed and whether or no the usual service is to be held at the Cenotaph.

In 1923 when Armistice Day fell on a Sunday it was first decided that there should be no religious ceremony at the Cenotaph and that the King, attended by the Prime Minister and the Cabinet, should be present at a special service in Westminster Abbey, His Majesty depositing a wreath on the tomb of the Unknown Warrior. So soon as the proposed arrangements were announced in the press there was so much public outcry at the abandonment of the service at the Cenotaph that the decision had to be reconsidered and eventually two services were held- the main service at Westminster Abbey at which The King and The Queen were present and a subsidiary service at the Cenotaph at which His Majesty was represented by The Prince of Wales. My own feeling is that the procedure adopted in 1923 was somewhat of a mistake and it would be better this year to observe Armistice Day in the customary manner, the main ceremony taking place at the Cenotaph on the usual lines with a special service in Westminster Abbey attended as in ordinary years by representative Service detachments. An alternative suggestion would be that The King, the Cabinet and others taking part in the usual short service at the Cenotaph should proceed at the conclusion of the Silence to a second service in the Abbey.

I would ask my colleagues to express their views on these matters and would suggest that The King should be made aware informally of the views of the Cabinet and that His Majesty’s opinion should be taken before any definite recommendations are submitted.

I presume that my colleagues will wish me in due course to consult the Archbishop of Canterbury with a view to arrangements being made for church services throughout the country to commence at 10.45 a.m., or such other earlier hour as may be convenient, instead of 11 a.m. in order to ensure that there will be everywhere a pause in the service at 11 a.m. when the two minutes’ Silence should be observed in every place of worship in the kingdom.

16th April, 1928       W.J.H. [William Joynson-Hicks]
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Memorandum from William Joynson-Hicks, Home Secretary on John Buchan’s Dog Racing Bill, 30 April, 1928, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/194)
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This is the property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government

SECRET

 C.P. 143 (28)

C A B I N E T
Mr. Buchan’s Dog Racing Bill

MEMORANDUM BY THE HOME SECRETARY

The Prime Minister has been asked by the promoters of this bill to give facilities for a Second Reading and I hope my colleagues will agree with my view that facilities should be given for a debate, with a free vote, so that the opinion of the House may be elicited as soon as may be. Mr. Buchan’s Bill has already received a first reading without opposition, on introduction under the 10 minute rule.

For many months past the subject of dog racing has aroused much interest in the press and the country. I have received many representations, also a very large number of resolutions, both from religious bodies and from the local authorities, in favour of prohibition or restriction or control of dog racing; two representative Deputations, one of M.P.’s and one of Bishops, Mayors and other dignitaries, have been received and have expressed similar views, and recently I received on the other hand an influential deputation from the Greyhound Racing Society, representing the sporting and financial interests of those involved and asking that interests should be borne in mind.

In the meantime I have made careful inquiry of Chief Officers of Police in all districts where dog racing tracks are in being and in this memorandum I summarise the results of those enquiries, as well as the various facts and considerations that have been advanced for and against dog racing.

The principal objection urged against dog racing is that it is a mushroom growth which threatens to add enormously to facilities for betting and, in particular, for betting by many whose means would not permit of their attending horse-races.

It is alleged that 175 companies have been formed to promote dog racing tracks; that the sole reason for opening of tracks is to afford facilities for betting and, eventually, opportunities to financiers and other promoters either to make huge profits for themselves by the conduct of the tracks, or to dispose of the shares to their own advantage. Many people are said to have been ruined by betting on dog races; resort to moneylenders and pawnbrokers is said to have increased, thrift to have diminished, and destitution and neglect made more common; young persons and children are said to attend and make bets; drinking and disorder are said to have increased, and it has even been suggested that greyhound racing leads to crime.

In favour of dog racing on the other hand it has been suggested that it is a clean, exciting humane sport, which does not lend itself to ‘pulling’ or other tricks that sometimes occur in horse-racing, that it can be carried on, under cover, at hours when busy workers have leisure to attend and that therefore legislation against it would be ‘class legislation’; that there are not more than 40 tracks in being or in contemplation (the other Companies having formed for breeding, or to preserve names for the use should new tracks be required); that drink is not sold at tracks, with one possible exception; that there is less drunkenness when tracks are open, that there is no disorder at the races; that destitution has not been caused; that there is as much thrift now as before dog racing came in, or even more. As regards betting, the friends of dog racing say that they would favour and enforce any rule of general application forbidding betting, on any kind of race track, with children or with any young persons under a certain age; concerning betting generally, they say that there is no more betting on dog racing than there is on horse racing, or on football; and that there is far less street betting, or other betting by persons who do not witness the events on which they bet.

In short, the contention of the opponents of dog racings is that it is a new and special development, the attendant evils of which require special measures; while the friends of dog racing say that it is not attended by special evils, but has several meritorious aspects, and that it would not therefore be fair to propose special measures discriminating against it (although they defer for the present any proposal that it should, for instance, be brought within any new enabling measures, such as that for legalising the totalisator).

Opinion being thus sharply divided, an attempt has been made to get at the facts. In January a questionnaire was addressed to the chief Officer of Police in every district where dog racing tracks were in being. 17 replies were received concerning 22 tracks, of which 4 were in the Metropolitan Police District.

The general effect of these replies is-:

I. There is much betting at dog-races (including some betting by persons in receipt of unemployment benefit, just as there is at horse-races; but there is no evidence of any street betting, or betting-house betting on dog-races.

Few children or young persons attend dog-races unaccompanied by their parents. There is very little betting at dog-races by young persons and none by young children, nor do young persons or children bet away from the tracks; on the other hand young persons do bet on football and, to a less extent, on horse-racing.

II. There is no evidence of increased pawning or debt; and next to no evidence of increased destitution.

III. There is no evidence that drunkenness, disorder and drinking have decreased rather than increased. But some public houses near tracks have had extra customers who have been drawn from public houses further away.

IV. There has been no disorder at the tracks.

V. Dog-racing in the open air has drawn people away from public house, cinemas and theatres, but not from football matches or horse-races.

It may be said that these replies effectively dispose of any case for measures specially directed against dog-racing, but it must be remembered that dog-racing goes on at each track for 3 or 4 nights each week and that, as time goes by, it is almost certain that dog racing will familiarise an increasing number of adults and many young person and children with betting.

Not much light is to be gained from experience in other countries. In two countries where bull-fighting is popular, Spain and Mexico, there is prohibition either on the one hand of grey-hound-racing or on the other hand of betting thereon; and so also in three States of Australia where horse-racing is popular. But in the Free State, France and Germany there are said to be no restrictions. Our own law already discriminates in favour of horse-races (betting at which is not prohibited so long as no ‘place’ is localized) for, under existing law, betting at dog-races is illegal, not only if any ‘place’ is localized (e.g. by making a fixture of a bookmaker’s box) but also if the track is unenclosed or if the promoters or the owners of the land exhibit notices prohibiting betting. If the totalisator is legalised for horseraces only, there will, for the time being at any rate, be still further discrimination against dog-races.

I have already made it clear that I intend at the first opportunity to introduce legislation prohibiting betting with children or young persons under a certain age of any kind of race or event. Personally I favour, further, what I take to be the principle of Mr. Buchan’s Bill, namely, that local authorities should have a discretionary power to licence, subject to conditions, or not to licence, a proposed dog track. In any second reading Debate with a free vote I propose to state that as my personal view, expressly reserving however the right, at a later stage, to suggest various amendments, e.g. to make it clear that there must be a real exercise of discretion by licensing authorities, and no harsh or unconscionable closing of existing tracks.

I think it is high time that the whole question should be ventilated in the House and I hope my colleagues will support the view that facilities should be given as soon as practicable for a Second reading Debate with a free vote and, if the Bill obtains a second reading that facilities should be given at a later date for further stages if possible. 

W.J.H

30th April, 1928
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A letter from the Director of Public Prosecutions to the Home Office commenting on a book entitled: The Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall first published by Jonathan Cape Limited. The handwritten note by Home Secretary added at the end, said that prosecution would follow immediately if the book was not withdrawn by the publishers. 21 August, 1928, TNA Catalogue ref: (DPP 1/88)
Transcript

U.S.S [Under Secretary of State?]

Home Office

Re “THE WELL OF LONELINESS”

I understand that the question upon which, in the absence of Sir A. Bodkin, I am asked for my observations is as to whether if the authoress of this novel were prosecuted “for obscene libel a jury would convict her”. The book has been widely and favourably reviewed in the Press (see the numerous reviews forwarded to the Home Office by the publishers). It is described (see “Times” Literary Supplement) as sincere, courageous, high-minded, and beautifully expressed. The fact however remains that it is in effect, as described in another review, a plea not only for toleration but for the recognition of sexual perversion amongst women. With regard to the contention which might be made on behalf of the authoress that she did not intend to corrupt her readers, intent is immaterial, the question for the Jury being “whether the tendency of the matter charged as an obscenity is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influence, and into whose hands a publication of this sort may fall” (see R. V. Hicklin-L.R. 3. Q.B. 371).

In my view the book would tend to corrupt the minds of young persons if it fell into their hands and its sale is undesirable. It is of course impossible for me to say more than that I think a Jury ought to convict if proceedings are taken. Whether they wold do so or not is another matter. My view however, is that there would be reasonable prospect of a conviction in this case. Incidentally it would appear to be clear that the authoress is herself what I believe is known as homo-sexualist, or as she prefers to describe it as an invert.

I may say that I have informally consulted the Chief Magistrate upon this matter; he has read the book and tells me that he would have no hesitation in granting process. I should add that before instituting any proceedings in this matter I should consider it my duty to take the directions of the Attorney-General.

I do not understand that I am asked to express my views upon the question of policy to prosecute. A prosecution would undoubtedly give the book a further advertisement, and it may well be that the Secretary of State would think it desirable to avail himself of the offer made in the letter of the publishers, Messrs. Jonathan Cape, Limited, to the Home Office to withdraw the book from circulation.

I return your files.

Source Twenty Four
A copy of Amy Johnson’s pilot licence 1929, TNA Catalogue ref: (BT 217/1282)
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LICENCE 1

Photograph of Holder

The head should be at least one centimetre

Signature of Holder

This Private Pilot’s Licence No. 1979

Dated 6th July, 1929

Has been issued to Miss Amy Johnson

Who is hereby licensed to fly the following types of flying machines: (All types).

This licence is valid (see page 4)

Given at London this 6th day of July 1929

(Signature)

Deputy Director of Civil Aviation

Source Twenty Seven
Photograph to show Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald’s visit to New York to meet President Hoover in 1929, TNA Catalogue ref: PRO 30/69/1668 (Pt. 4)
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Caption

WATCH YOUR CREDIT   ….P & A PHOTOS

211720                                   NEW YORK BUREAU

NEW YORK WELCOMES MACDONALD

A GENERAL VIEW AS PREMIER J.RAMSAY MACDONALD AND HIS PARTY APPROACH THE CITY HALL TO BE OFFICIALLY RECEIVED BY MAYOR JAMES WALKER OF NEW YORK CITY. A TREMENDOUS HEART WARMING GREETING TO THE BRITISH PREMIER, WAS ACCORDED BY NEW YORK.

NYBE FM1                                                                                        10-4-29
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Extract from a Bradford City Police Force Report on regulation and control of street traffic, 17 July, 1924, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/11961)
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BRADFORD CITY POLICE FORCE

REGULATION AND CONTROL OF STREET TRAFFIC

The following motion appeared on the Council Summons for the City council held on Tuesday, 8th July 1924:-

“That, having regard to the continuous growth of mechanical and other transport, a Special Committee of the Council be appointed composed of three members of each Political Party, to enquire into and report to the Council upon all matters relating to the regulation and control of all street traffic (passenger and vehicular) and such other matters as may affect such street traffic, and such Committee be empowered to take such expert opinion as they may deem desirable”

------------------------------

In considering this important question it is essential to emphasize the position and duty of the Watch Committee as the Police Authority of the City. The position and duty of the Police Authority is to regulate, protecting equally the rights of every class of user, giving preference to none, and exercising that control in a manner that shall be to the best interests of the community and most conducive to public safety and convenience.

The width of the streets is the primary and most important factor in deciding the amount of traffic it is possible under any regulations to pass along the streets. This is entirely and exclusively the duty of the Corporation Department responsible for the laying out, repair, and maintenance of the streets, and is not a matter within the control of the Watch Committee.

APPARENT CAUSES OF CONGESTION

In all important manufacturing Towns the streets in the warehouse area-where the congestion is most acute-have a double burden cast upon them-

1. To accommodate, the already heavy internal traffic (that is to say, traffic to and from warehouses)

2. To accommodate the through traffic carrying raw material or manufactured goods to and from the adjacent populous towns. Those are what be regarded as the natural features creating congestion. But there are, in addition, many other contributing factors to the congestion, due to the rapid development of new methods of transport both for passengers and for merchandise.

Insufficient width of Streets

The primary cause of the traffic congestion is, of course, the fact that the streets are of insufficient width to accommodate the volume of traffic desiring to use the main thoroughfares.

The streets in Bradford have for the most part been in existence for a long number of years, and were constructed at a period when population, business, and size of the City were comprehensively small, and when also the population and industries of the neighbouring Towns were correspondingly small.

At a period of their construction the only road traffic was horse propelled and mechanically-propelled vehicles were not inexistence. The roads of the City are today, with few exceptions, sufficient in width to accommodate, subject to proper control, all horse-drawn traffic. The difficulty is created by the presence of the mechanical-propelled vehicles-tramcars, motor cars, and road locomotives. Although the mechanically propelled vehicles create the difficulty, their existence and use is of equal if not greater importance than even that of the horse-drawn vehicles to the commercial prosperity, the public and individual convenience, and the social life of the community. No sane person would, in this era of progression, suggest their entire exclusion from the City- not withstanding that they create the present difficulty. The first and foremost fact to be faced in the consideration of the traffic problem is that the streets are not of sufficient width to meet present traffic requirements, unless some restrictions are imposed by legislation upon the user of defined streets.

Source Twenty Nine
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Metropolitan Police

Station “L” Division

16th October, 1922

TRAFFIC, STREETS, MOTOR CARS, EXCESSIVE SPEED, ETC.

B.2. Dept.

I beg to recommend that a limited number of authorised controls on this Division be worked to check the excessive speed of motor cars, and submit a list of controls for consideration.

No .2   Control           Kennington Road

“      6.       “                Kennington Park Road

“      31       “               Blackfriars Road

“      19       “               Clapham Road                                         )

“      21       “               Clapham Common, North Side                ) “A”

“      22       “               South Lambeth Road                               )

“      190     “                Lavender Hill                                           )

“      62       “                North Side, Clapham Common               ) “B”

“      68       “                Battersea Bridge Road                            )

In the event of timing being undertaken there is not a sufficient number of trained Officers who have passed the test, available in the Division for the duty. The number of trained officers on the Division is 3 Sergeants, and one Constable. Two P.C.’s have been instructed in the use of the stop watch, but they have not yet been tested. I would recommend that the two constables be tested in the use of the stop watch and if they be efficient there would then be a sufficient number of men to make a variation in the Officers employed in this work. The controls marked “A” and “B” respectively are made in “V” and “W” Divisions before the Divisions were revised in February, 1921, and the numbers shown were allotted by those Divisions

J. Abbott,

Superintendent  “L”

16.10.22
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Extract of letter from New Scotland Yard Commissioner to Ministry of Transport about the need for effective street lighting, 3 December, 1926, TNA Catalogue ref: (MT 34/207)
Transcript

Any further communication on the subject of this letter should be addressed to:-

THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE                                      New Scotland Yard

OF THE METROPOLIS                                                         LONDON, S.W.1

New Scotland Yard                                                               3rd December, 1926.

LONDON, S.W.1.,

And the following No. quoted:-

63/S/29 (B.2)

Communications should not be addressed to 

individuals by name.

Sir,

I am directed by the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis to refer to his letter of the 16th December 1924 (63/Gen/313) on the subject of the lighting of the new arterial roads and to say that, with the rapid growth of motor traffic and the building developments in progress, it is felt that the time has come when the full question of road lighting in the Metropolitan Police |District is worthy of special consideration.

The Commissioner realises that adequately to light all the roads is not a practical proposition, at the present moment, but from time to time cases of accident are reported to him which appear to be clearly due to defective lighting. In many case where lighting is provided, the best effects do not appear to be obtained owing to the lamp posts being placed in positions where the light is partially obscured by the branches of trees, and in certain circumstances the effect of this is, in windy weather, the creation of a moving shadow giving the impression of a pedestrian stepping into the roadway. Although it is incapable of proof, there is every reason to believe that this was the direct cause of a very serious accident in the Kew Road. For a long distance here the road is interspersed with trees and a motorist going towards Richmond suddenly swerved to his off side and collided with an on-coming car…

The Assistant Secretary

Roads Department

Ministry of Transport

S.W.1

Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and online.

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can use individual computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original documents without needing to travel to The National Archives. You will need computers or tablets for your students to work on either individually or in pairs.

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your projector, leading discussions and guiding students through activities based around original documents. All you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone to set up this web-chat with us. 

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Find out more:

🌏 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 
f www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
✉ education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

Ref: RAIL253-76 General Strike, 1926, driver with motor van at Paddington station
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