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Source One

Extract from report by Directorate of Intelligence (Home Office) on the ballot for a miners’ strike, 2 September, 1920, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/111)

Transcript

SECRET                                     DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

Report No.70                              (Home Office)

Scotland House, S.W.1.

2nd September, 1920

REPORT ON REVOLUTIONARY ORGANISATIONS

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

(Circulated by the Home Secretary)

THE COAL MINERS

THE 2COUNCIL OF ACTION

THE RUSSIAN TRADING DELEGATION

THE FORTHCOMING TRADE UNION CONGRESS

THE ENGINEERING INDUSTRU FEELING AMONG EX-SERVICE MEN

THE REPORT OF THE BRITISH LABOUR DELEGATION TO RUSSIA

BRITISH INDIANS ANS SOVIET RUSSIA

MR.C.T.CRAMP

SINN FEIN IN GREAT BRITAIN

IRELAND

SUMMARY

We are in the midst of a crisis. The miners’ ballot has given the necessary majority for a strike and the Triple Alliance has decided that their claims are reasonable and just. Nevertheless, it is clear that Labour generally and the miners’ leaders in particular would welcome any escape from their present position provided that their faces are saved. A strike may take place, however, and it is possible that some sections of the Triple Alliance may be called out, but if so that part of the strike would be very short lived. The financial position of all the Unions is not such as would support a long strike. The strike pay of the miners’ unions will not, on the most liberal calculation, last more than three weeks.

News has just come in from the Conference of Miners’ Delegates that notices are to be handed in to expire on September 25th.

There is no change in the situation as regards the engineers; the lock-out notice to electricians, unless it is cancelled, will become effective on Saturday next.

The annual meeting of the Trade Union Congress at Portsmouth on the 6th is of exceptional importance. An effort will almost certainly be made to set up a central body with executive powers-either a Council of Action or a General Staff for Labour.

THE COAL MINERS

The official figures of the Miners’ ballot are:

For a strike                        606,782

Against                              238,865

Majority for strike               367,917

The majority for a strike is therefore 71.75% of the 845,647 votes recorded; the total membership of the Miners’ Confederation of Great Britain is 904,000 and the unrecorded votes amounted to 6%. It is not possible to estimate the extent to which the ballot has been manipulated, but present conditions of voting allow great scope for this procedure. For instance, one of my correspondents writes:

“In North Staffordshire the balloting in one case at least took place in the street; an official came round with the ballot papers, all open in his hand, and collected them the following day in the same manner. He had no box to put them in”.

In several coalfields the men are of the opinion that a strike will not occur; this belief is based upon the conviction that the Government will give way. It is quite safe to assume that, in the words of a trade unionist: “any promise of increased output by the leaders is not worth the paper it is written on”. It was recently stated at a meeting of officials that such a promise would be “a safe thing to offer and good tactics, as there are always good excuses to offer if the promise is not carried out”. There is evidence, however, that the miners’ leaders do not relish the position in which they find themselves and are searching feverishly for a way to escape. If they find that the Government stands firm, a strike seems inevitable, since capitulation would completely undermine their prestige. 

An exact estimate of the funds of the various miners’ associations is difficult to obtain, but in the case of larger units, such as South Wales, Durham, and Scotland, would only cover strike pay for two or three weeks. In the case of the Yorkshire Miners’ Association, it is doubtful if the funds amount to more than 18/- per member. Some of the small Midland associations could probably carry on for six to eight weeks, but these have little bearing on the general situation.

The majority of miners’ wives appear to dread a strike and might be an important factor in shortening a struggle.

There are indications that the miners realise that the withdrawal of pump and engine men would endanger their means of livelihood. The Atherton branch of the Lancashire and Cheshire Colliery Deputies Association expressed this view forcibly on August 28th, passing also the following resolution:

“That this meeting emphatically protests against the action of the Executive Committee of the General Federation of Colliery Firemen, Examiners and Deputies Association, in demanding a rise in wages and 14/2d per ton off the price of coal without having a mandate from the branch concerned, and that we strongly object to take part in the proposed ballot, of which the first notice we had was from the Press.”

There has actually been little change in the situation; the verbal support of the Triple Alliance is not surprising, in view of the Press campaign, but cannot be altogether discounted as a bluff. The road transport workers and the railway shopmen are factors which would predispose the unions concerned to present a united front with the miners. …  

Source Two 

Cabinet memorandum by First Commissioner of Works on the on employment of ex-servicemen in the building trades, 1921, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/127)

Transcript

…
SECRET.

C.P.3206

Employment of Ex-Service Men in the Building Trades

Memorandum by the First Commissioner of Works
I fear the Ministry of Labour memorandum C.P.3187/1921must be regarded as an admission of failure. So far as my Department is concerned, notwithstanding strenuous and unremitting efforts, we have only succeeded 76 ex-soldiers, and even that modest achievement is proportionately far greater than what has been accomplished in the rest of the country, namely 126. The original scheme was to introduce 50,000 ex-servicemen. Actually 202 have been added. On the 15th July nearly 24,000 men in the Building and Allied Trades were receiving unemployment benefit.

At the conference on the 21st June it was agreed that if the Master Builders, upon whom the chief responsibility rested, had not brought the scheme into effective operation by the middle of August, the position should be reviewed. It has also been decided that after the 1st September, Government contracts (apart from exceptional cases) should only be granted to firms participating in the scheme.

…

We must face the disagreeable facts of the situation. We have antagonised labour and we have raised false hopes among ex-service men, for we have accomplished nothing, I am reluctant to endorse the proposal that the Prime Minister should again see the Master Builders. This means further delay and I do not believe fresh exhortation will produce concrete results. Moreover, my building policy has got to be settled at once. The scheme having collapsed, my Department is threatened with paralysis by the pledge about the 1st September, and I am driven to the conclusion that we should be released from our obligation under the scheme.

C. &. B.

9th August, 1921
Source Three

Memorandum from the Minister of Labour on unemployment, 1921, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/127)

Transcript

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPRTY OF HIS BRITANIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT

CABINET

UNEMPLOYMENT POSITION

MEMORANDUM BY THE MINISTER OF LABOUR

Before we separate it is my duty to invite the attention of my colleagues to the Unemployment position. If we look upon the industrial events of the last nine or tenth months, with the heavy trade depression that set in last autumn and the prolonged struggle with the miners, culminating in the unprecedented unemployment figures of June, the almost complete absence of civil disorder is remarkable. During June, the Employment Exchanges were paying Benefit to over three millions of wholly or partially unemployed workers and in addition over a million miners, ineligible for Benefit, were idle. In fact, if account is taken of the short time workers who could not qualify for Benefit, it is probably true to say that in June not more than one out of every two industrial workers in the country, for a working population of over 12 millions (excluding Agriculture and Domestic Service) was engaged in whole-time employment.

That the whole country could have passed so quietly through a crisis so severe is due in the main to the timely provision of the Unemployed Insurance Acts supplemented by the special measures adopted by the State to provide, or to assist in providing, work.

But it must also remembered that throughout this period Trade Union funds and private resources were available to eke out the Insurance Benefit ant to enable the working classes to maintain life. Trade Union funds and private resources are to a large extent exhausted, the amount of the Benefit itself has been reduced from 20/- to 15/-, and it would be unsafe to assume that if we are confronted this next winter with widespread unemployment, the country will remain as quiet.

63

It will be within the knowledge of my colleagues that the finance of the Unemployment Insurance Act of last March is based upon the assumption that the numbers of unemployed person qualified for benefit will average 1,250,000 week by week throughout the period July 1921 to June 1922, (inclusive).

There are signs of a trade revival, and since the Miners returned to the pits, the unemployment figures show a steady though slow decline week by week. It is my expectation that the number will drop to 1,250,000 by the end of December, but judged by normal industrial experience this is a grave figure and gives ground for anxiety.

I ought also to say that at this moment there is a recrudescence [renewal] of the pressure for assistance for unemployed persons, with which I was very familiar in the fall of last year and before the Amended Insurance Acts were brought to bear upon the situation.

Between now and the end of October this may, and probably will, seriously develop. It is due to the fact that the 16 weeks benefit to run from last March to the end of October (provided by the Act of last March) plus the additional 6 weeks of the Act of July 1st, is being exhausted week by week for increasingly large numbers of persons.

Further the number of unemployed on Relief Works is steadily declining. And finally, the expenditures of the Poor Law Guardians during the past 10 months have made it increasingly difficult for them to continue the relief which they have been giving either in supplement of Unemployment Benefit or to those not receiving it.

I bring this matter before my colleagues before we break up. I know the difficulties with which the Chancellor of the Exchequer is confronted. But it is my duty to ask the Cabinet to give consideration to the problem; and, at least to decide that the Unemployment Committee of the Cabinet- for which a Chairman will be appointed- should remain in being in order that collective attention may be concentrated upon the problem-and concentrated quickly-if and when the need arises.

(Signed) T.J. MACNAMARA

Ministry of Labour 

12th August, 1921
Source Four

Draft letter sent to three women to sit on a committee concerned with women’s employment, February, 1921, TNA Catalogue ref: (LAB 2/1591/CCW283/1921)

Transcript

DRAFT LETTER

To be sent to-

Miss Isabella Drummond

Head Mistress

North London Collegiate School,

Sandall Road, N.W

Miss Lena Ashwell,

36, Grosvenor Street, S.W.1.

Dr Louisa Garrett-Anderson,

116, Park Street, W.1.

Dear Madam

As you are aware, the Central Committee on Women’s Training and Employment has been appointed to consider, advise and carry out special schemes of work and training for women, unemployed, and whose earning capacity and opportunities have been injuriously affected as a result of conditions arising out of the war.

The Committee have recently represented to me the desirability of increasing their number, and I propose to carry out their suggestion by adding to the Committee three professional women engaged in active work.

It has been suggested that you may be willing to give your services in this connection, and I am accordingly inviting you to become a member of the committee.

Faithfully yours,

Source Five
King’s National Royal Scheme for disabled service men, 1921, TNA Catalogue ref: (LAB 20/366)

Transcript
GR

National Scheme

For The Employment of

Disabled Men

This is to certify that

Messrs William Motherwell & Co.

of 32/43 Portman Street in the county of the City of Glasgow
having given the required undertaking to employ an approved percentage of disabled Ex-service Men—

the above mentioned name has been duly inscribed upon

The KING’S NATIONAL ROLE.

Further the above-named person or firm is entitled to adopt and use the

SEAL OF HONOUR

Ministry of Labour                         T.J. Macnamara

Whitehall, S.W.1

NATIONAL SCHEME FOR DISABLED MEN

Source Six

This is an extract from the Second Interim Report of the Geddes Committee (Committee on National Expenditure) which was appointed on authority of Cabinet on 15 August 1921 and chaired by Sir Eric Geddes. In this source, the Committee recommended cuts in expenditure on the police. TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 27/166)

Transcript

PART VI – POLICE AND PRISONERS GROUP

The Interim Report recommends a total reduction of £1,595,000 on these services. On the lines set out below the reductions will amount to £1,252,950 (excluding Boards of Control).

(a) Police (England and Wales).
The Interim Report recommends a saving of £2,387,500 of which half £1,193,750 would enure [belong] to the Exchequer [government department that receives and gives out public money].
           The following figures given in the body of the Interim Report are erroneous-

           Page 44. £1,000,000 as the saving effected by reduction of 5% in present numbers,

           Page 46, para. 1.  2971 as the number of reliefs.

If the necessary corrections are made the total reduction would be £1,795,500 instead of £2,387,500.

The Home Secretary has submitted proposals which would effect a saving of £1,801,000, excluding any reduction in the pensionable pay of the police. The Committee recommend that these alternative proposals be accepted. They consider, however, that the pay of police in rural areas is so high as to be unfair in itself and a serious course (sic) of discontent to other wage earners in the neighbourhood. While they agree that it may not be desirable to reopen this question in existing circumstances, they are of the opinion that the scales of remuneration [pay] should be reviewed as soon as more normal conditions obtain.

(b) Police (Scotland)
The Interim Report recommends a reduction of £265,000, of which one half £132,500 would enure to the Exchequer

Source Seven
Letter from Welsh Board of Health to Sir Alfred Mond, Minister of Health concerning the Geddes Report, 11th Feb 1922, TNA Catalogue ref: (MH 96/199)

Transcript

February 11, 1922.

Dear Sir Alfred Mond,

The publication today of the report of the Geddes Committee, recommending the abolition of the Welsh Board of Health on the ground of an estimated saving of £40,000 a year, renders it necessary in the view of my colleagues and myself, members of the Boards- expressed at a meeting of the Board this morning- that we at the earliest moment put on record-:

1. That no opportunity was given this Department to test the accuracy of the information supplied to the Committee on which their decision is based;

2. That we challenge the accuracy of the £40,000, named by the Geddes Committee as probable net saving as a result of their recommendation being adopted.

We consider it most unfortunate that any figure should have been placed before Parliament and the Taxpayers of the country without any reference to the Department vitally concerned.

I am therefore writing to you as our Minister accordingly and feel sure you will understand and appreciate why I do so.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Sir Alfred Mond, Bart. , P.C., M.P.

Extracts from an article in the Western Mail on the Geddes report, 11 February, 1922 TNA Catalogue ref: (MH 96/199)
Transcript
WESTERN MAIL

SATURDAY, FERUARY 11. 1922

GEDDES REPORT

One may safely venture the statement that no government document has ever commanded so wide and sympathetic an interest as the report of the Geddes Committee. The nation is clamouring for economies in State expenditure, and the nation is justified in its clamour having regard to the great difference which exists between the cost of the public services today and the cost which would be arrived at by adding to the pre-war figures a percentage sufficient to cover the altered value of money. The country is intolerant of overloaded government services. The late Sir William Harcourt’s celebrated remark: “We are all socialists now”, is quite inapplicable to the present state of the public mind: not only do we not want socialism, but we resist, if we do not also resent, every addition to the functions of government. We want to go back as far as possible to the pre-war standard of government activity and of government cost, and we shall not be content until the pruning process has been taken much further than the Geddes Report proposes. The cost of the national services today is, roughly, five times the pre-war cost: the reductions which the adoption of the Geddes Report would effect, including reductions previously in contemplation, would leave the cost of government at about 

four times the pre-war standard. The reduction is not enough

…

In view of recent discussions in Wales the proposals as to education have a peculiar interest. It is recommended that the minimum school age should be six and that secondary education should be confined to children whose mental calibre justifies it. The latter is a point of unquestionable value. An end should be put to the waste of higher educational effort upon children who are of low capacity or who are never likely to make use, in professional or technical occupations, of expensive education advantages. It is absurd to speak of the educational advantage in cases where no advantage accrues. None will regret the disappearance of the Transport and Mines Industries—both were the outcome of extravagant socialist ideas of State activity in transport and mines control.—occasions for regret; as an example the proposed abolition of the overseas trade and forestry departments, the royal dockyard at Pembroke and the Welsh Ministry of Health, but all these matters have to be considered in the light of their intrinsic value and the national need for economy; in the case of the Welsh Ministry of Health an interesting subject of inquiry is opened up as to the relative coast and utility of regional and centralised organisations—a subject which appears to have escaped the attention of those Welsh members of Parliament who are engaged upon a scheme of Home rule for the Principality.

Source Eight
Letter from the National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship that demanded women should be able to get degrees from Cambridge, 1922, TNA Catalogue ref: (ED 24/1987)

Transcript
NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP

Evelyn House

62, Oxford Street

W.1

March 27th, 1922

Dear Sir,

I have to inform you that the following Resolutions were passed at the Annual Council Meeting of the Nation Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship:-

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

CAMBRIDGE DEGREES AND UNIVERSITY MEMEBERSHIP

“That this Council resolves that the N.U.S.E.C. should help to promote Parliamentary action to enable women to obtain full degrees and membership of Cambridge University. Further, that this Council urges that Parliament withhold grants from funds contributed by women as well as men for the support of any British University which refuses to admit women to equal membership.”

Yours faithfully,

(Sd.) EVA M.HUBBACK

Parliamentary Secretary

The Rt.Hon. H.A.L. Fisher M.P

Board of Education
Source Nine 

Application form to join the Labour party, 1924. TNA Catalogue ref: (PRO 30/69/1830 (Pt. 2) 

Transcript

[Pictured from left to right]

Line 1

Rt. Hon. Lord Parmoor, Lord President of the Council

Rt. Hon. J.R. Clynes, M.P. Lord Privy Seal

Rt. Hon. J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P., First Lord of the Treasury and Secretary for Foreign Affairs

Rt. Hon. Philip Snowden, M.P. Chancellor of the Exchequer

Rt. Hon. Lord Haldane, O.M., Lord Chacellor

Line 2

Rt. Hon. Stephen Walsh, M.P. Secretary for War

Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson, M.P. Home Secretary

Rt. Hon. J.H. Thomas, M.P. Colonial Secretary

Rt. Hon. Viscount Chelmsford, First Lord of the Admiralty

MORE POWER TO THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT JOIN THE LABOUR PARTY

Line 3

Rt. Hon. C.P. Trevelyan, M.P. President of the Board of Education

Rt. Hon. Lord Oliver, Secretary for India

Line 4

Rt. Hon. J.C. Wedgewood, M.P. Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

Rt. Hon. John Wheatley, M.P. Minister of Health

Rt. Hon. Noel Buxton, M.P. Minister of Agriculture

Rt. Hon. W. Adamson, M.P. Secretary for Scotland

Line 5

Rt. Hon. \lord Thomson Secretary of State for Air

Rt. Hon. Thomas Shaw, M.P. Minister of Labour

Rt. Hon. Sidney Webb M.P. President of the Board of Trade.

Rt. Hon. V. Hartshorn, M.P. Post-Master General

Rt. Hon. F.W. Jowlett, M.P. First Commissioner of Works

“The great source of strength of Labour in the country at present is that they have in their ranks a large number of men who believe in their party. They have the type of man, and any of us who have mixed in the industrial world know him well, who will give the whole of his time to bring about, as he believes he can, a better condition for his fellow-men, with more equality of opportunity, and giving to them a better chance of enjoying more education and more of the good things of life—a perfectly genuine and altruistic feeling. It is that feeling which sends so many of the workers of that Party to canvass, to do propaganda work, and to conduct the business of elections without payment or reward”—MR STANLEY BALDWIN at the Hotel Cecil on February 11th, 1924.

Make the strong stronger by sending this application form membership of the Party to the Local Party Secretary:--

Application form to join the Labour party, 1924. This is the reverse of the form. TNA Catalogue ref: (PRO 30/69/1830 (Pt. 2) 

Transcript

LABOURS’S RECORD OF SERVICE

Other Parties PROMISE!   Labour ACTS!

In its first few weeks of office:

The Labour Government has abolished the “gaps” in the payment of Unemployment Benefit.

The Labour Government has abolished the Regulations restricting the grant of Uncovenanted Benefit to a single person, etc.

The Labour Government has undertaken to introduce a measure for a Universal 48-Hour Week (as promised but NOT passed by the Coalition Government in 1919).

The Labour Government has undertaken to abolish the means limit for Old Age Pensioners- a boon for the aged poor which was recommended by a Government Committee several years ago.

The Labour Government has taken steps to secure the willing co-operation of both workers and manufacturers of materials in the building trades, so as to provide an adequate supply of Houses at Reasonable Rents.

The Labour Government has brought a new atmosphere into Foreign Affairs, which will help to promote a settlement in Europe.

“More has been accomplished”, says the New York Times, in the interests of Franco-British co-operation in the first three weeks of the MacDonald Ministry than in many moths under the Curzon regime”.

The Labour Government has recognised the Russian Government, which is an essential preliminary to the restoration of normal trading relations. This will mean increased exports to Russia from this country; increased exports means increased employment.

The Labour Government has removed Ex-service men in Asylums from the control of the Poor Law.

The Labour Government has undertaken to reduce the size of Classes in Schools, and so give children a fairer chance.

The Labour Government has taken steps to prevent the appointment of Unqualified Teachers in Schools.

The Labour Government is restoring State Scholarships from State-Aided Schools to Universities.

The Labour Government has undertaken, as soon as funds are available, to pass a measure providing Pensions for Widowed mothers.

The Labour Government has the building of a Naval Base at Singapore.

The Labour Government has Reduced the Expenditure on the combined Fighting Forces by nearly £7,000,000.

The Labour Government has introduced a Bill to Regulate the Traffic of London.

The Labour Government has announced an early introduction of a Bill to give Agricultural Workers a Legal Minimum Wage.

No other Party can show such a record of measures passed or in preparation.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

As I subscribe to the Constitution of the National Labour Party, I apply to be enrolled as a Member of the Local Organisation of the party, and promise to subscribe ……… per annum to the Funds.

NAME (in full)…………………………………………………………………………………

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………………….

CONSTITUENCY…………………………………………………………………………….

Source Ten

Extract from Labour pamphlet on the Treaty of Versailles, TNA Catalogue ref: (PRO 30/69/1830 (Pt. 2)  
Transcript
CHAPTER III

LABOUR’S OBJECTS AT THE PEACE

Summary of principles enunciated by Labour and the respects in which the treaty is in violation of them. Labour and President Wilson.

A summary of the demands of Labour and the underlying reasons of them might be as follows:-

1. Completely open diplomacy and discussion; particularly where there is involved directly or indirectly economic and political reasons which bear on the efforts of the workers to establish a New Social Order throughout the world. Many decisions which are apparently purely political and territorial will, in fact, profoundly affect the fate of Socialism and Labour experiments, not alone in Germany and Hungary, but in Russia, although the last may not be directly involved in the territorial settlements of the Treaty.

2. The peace must look mainly to the removal of the permanent causes of war with its concomitant oppressions at home and abroad. The greatest of these causes in the past has been the failure of the nations to agree upon and maintain a common law of international life, enabling all to live in security and with equality of opportunity. The absence of such law set up the desire, on the part of all great States, for (a) preponderant military power as the only dependable means of ensuring the protection of national existence, and (b) territory with raw materials, outlets to the sea, etc., as the only sure basis of national prosperity. But in such the security and prosperity of one involved the insecurity and poverty of another. Labour has therefore demanded that any peace-preserving Covenant must include arrangements by which the political security and economic rights of each shall rest upon the combined strength of the whole Society of Nations pledged to arrangements which ensure fair treatment for all, and not upon the mere preponderance of one group over another.

3. This pledge of political security and economic rights must be extended to the enemy states, if plans of disarmament are to proceed. To deprive the enemy States, if their means of defence and then permit invasion of their territory, or fiscal and economic measures which take from millions of their populations their means of livelihood, would be a condition that obviously could not endure. The inevitable and increasing resistance, even if only by the evasion of economic undertakings, would necessarily perpetuate the armaments of the Allies.

4. Equality of economic opportunity should be assured to all nations, not alone by the negative policy of removal of economic discrimination and refraining from economic war, but by a constructive policy of international arrangements for the allocation of necessary raw materials according to need. A colonial settlement which will assure absolute equality of access to raw materials and economic opportunity.

5. It is in this policy, permitting Germany the most rapid recuperation, that will be found the best hope of securing the largest measure of reparation for those who have suffered at her hands.

6. Any international or supernational authority established for the maintenance of Peace should not be a mere alliance of governments for the maintenance of a status quo, perhaps unjust and unworkable, or a mere instrument of coercion for ensuring compulsory arbitration on the basis of an old international law, which was itself inequitable, but should be mainly an instrument for changing the conditions likely to lead to war. Its function, that is to say, should not be so much coercive as legislative, operating through popular organs representing the European peoples and parties of all opinions, and not merely the Foreign Office, Cabinets or Governments.

7. The Labour party again and again has emphasised the distinction (also repeatedly made by both Mr. Wilson and Mr. Lloyd George which must be made between the guilt and responsibilities of the German Imperialist Government and the German people that should democratise itself and repudiate its dynastic rulers. A punitive settlement imposed by the Allies has been opposed, first, because it involves the millions of children, women, and many workers who could have no responsibility for the war or its crime; secondly, because it makes the victims, to whom the wrongs have been done, also the judges, executioners and beneficiaries of the punishment; and, thirdly, because such punishment itself would do nothing to remove and would be likely to make worse the general causes which have been so productive of war in the past. The investigation of war crimes should be impartial and undertaken against whomsoever, on whichever side, they may be alleged.

8. All adjustments of boundaries must be based upon the desire of the people concerned, assured by an international supervision of the “consultation of peoples” for self-determination. (“Peoples and provinces are not to be made part of adjustment or compromise of claims”)

9. The Settlement must conform scrupulously to the undertakings given in Armistice—including those with reference to the operation of the blockade in so far as it affects the feeding of the enemy populations, and given also in the Declaration of Mr. Wilson, which were accepted as the basis upon which Peace should be made.

The degree to which the Terms of the treaty violate these conditions may be gathered from a comparison, seriatim [point by point], of its points, with the relevant Labour declarations. That comparison is made below. The points of difference may be summarised as follows:-

1. In the drawing up of the Treaty the condition of “open covenants openly arrived at” which Mr. Wilson made the first of his fourteen points has not been observed. Not only have the proceedings of the Conference been marked by the suppression of all opportunity for public discussion and the information of public opinion, but the commitments of secret treaties have marked the terms of the Treaty. In the decisions with reference to the Russian Revolution and the Socialist movements in Russia and Hungary, the democracies have committed without their knowledge to support counter-revolutionary forces. Organised labour, progressive and Socialist movements, have been completely without representation in the making of decisions which deeply concern the general struggle for industrial democracy.

Source Eleven

Home Office letter concerning a film written based on Marie Stopes’ book Married Love, 30 June, 1923. The film was renamed Maisie’s Marriage and Stopes’ name dropped from the advertising, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/11382)

Transcript

…

HOME OFFICE

WHITEHALL

30th June, 1923

CONFIDENTIAL

CENSORSHIP OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS

A film entitled “Married Love, a story specially written for the screen by Dr Marie Stopes, was recently submitted to the Board of Film Censors, and only passed by them with considerable modifications under certain conditions as the Secretary of State understands attempts may be made to show the film in its original state and to advertise its connection with Dr Stopes book and licensing authorities may find difficulty in deciding what action they should take in regard to it, he thinks it desirable to inform them of the decision of the Board of Film Censors.

After the fullest consideration the Examiners came to the conclusion “that there were many scenes and sub-titles which rendered the film unsuitable for exhibition before ordinary audiences, while the title, taken in conjunction with the name of the book and the authoress referred to, suggested propaganda on a subject unsuitable for discussion in a cinema theatre,” and they declined to give a certificate.

The Publishers of the film then approached the Board of Film Censors, offering to eliminate all incidents from the film dealing with the question of birth control and to make no mention in the posters or other printed matter that the film was founded on Dr Marie Stopes’ book “Married Love”. They gave a written undertaking that these alterations would be carried out and that the film so amended would be show only under the title “Maisie’s Marriage”. The Board of Film Censors decided under these conditions to give the film as amended an A certificate.

It is understood that the London County Council are now in agreement with the opinion of the Board of Film Censors and will not allow the film to be exhibited in London except under the conditions agreed to by the publishers of the film.

The Secretary of State concurs with the action taken by the Board of Film Censors and the London County Council and hopes that other licensing authorities will adopt the same course and only allow the revised form of the film to be exhibited and under the conditions agreed to by the publishers.

I am Sir,

Your obedient Servant,  

S. W. Harris

Poster used to advertise Maisie’s Marriage in Page Hall Cinema, Sheffield, 1923, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/11382)

Transcript
PAGE HALL

CINEMA PITSMOOR

Telephone 2685

WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY, JULY 30TH
6.40 TWO HOUSES NIGHTLY 8.40

MATINEES: MONDAY and SATURDAY at 2.30

ALL THE WEEK

THE FILM SENSATION OF THE AGE.

FREE LIST ENTIRELY SUSPENDED.

FOR ADULTS ONLY

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

The Original Title of our Film cannot be used by order of the Home Office

so

? ? ? ? ? CAN YOU GUESS?
will be shown as

MAISIES’S MARRIAGE
A Film for all thinking MEN and WOMEN to whom PURITY IS TRUTH and TRUTH is PURITY.

THIS FILM IS SPECIALLY WRITTEN FOR THE SCREEN by

DR.  MARIE STOPES
IN COLLABORATION WITH CAPT. W. SUMMERS
A SPECIAL PICTURE will be shown at SATURDAY MATINEE for the Children

NO ADVANCE IN PRICES. BOOK NOW
OUR MUSICAL PROGRAMME IS A SPECIALITY

CAFÉ & BILLIARDS
1 TO 10 p.m.

POPULAR PRICES (all including Tax)

PIT 3D. SALOON 5D. STALLS 7D. BALCONY 9D

The Management Reserve the Right to Refuse Admission, and to Alter Programmes

John Waddington Printers LTD., Printers, Leeds: and London
Source Twelve

Letter from Lady Nancy Astor, 18 September 1924 on recruiting women for the police service.  Nancy Astor was the first British female M.P. and stood as a Conservative elected for Plymouth in 1919, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/12293)

Transcript
4, St. James’ Square,

S.W.1

18th September, 1924

Dear Sir John,

I am afraid you will think that I give you very little peace. But I thought it was truer kindness to write to you now than to wait until the rush of the Session had begun.

I understand that Commandant Allen, of the Women’s Auxiliary Service, has written, or is writing, to Mr. Henderson, offering to help in the recruitment and preliminary training of policewomen, in the view of the recommendations of the recent Departmental Committee.

I don’t know that outside offers of unofficial help like this are exactly welcomed by Government Departments, or that Commandant Allen’s letter was put in such a way as to commend itself to you. But the real point is that they are the only people who have kept together a nucleus of experienced and educated women used to police work, and they have undoubtedly maintained a very high standard of qualification and conduct which I feel it would be a thousand pities not to make use of somehow or other.

I quite realise that police authorities naturally wish to select and train their own recruits. But women police are still so new and so much depends on getting the right of women, and I am sure it would be a help, and not a bother, if somebody of Commandant Allen’s type could be used to select or to advise on the selection in the first instance. I know there is a feeling that policewomen should be more or less the same class as policemen; but I also think that, as much of the work for which policewomen are wanted is quite different from policemen’s work and requires experience in social work, it is a mistake not to have a certain proportion of trained and educated women. This is, of course a purely lay opinion, but I find it is the opinion which is increasingly held in other countries where the work of policewomen is growing up.

Please don’t regard this as the interference of a busy body. But I have been so much mixed up in the women police question ever since the 1920 Committee that I cannot avoid a certain amount of responsibility,

Yours sincerely,

Nancy Astor

Sir John Anderson

Home Office

Whitehall, S.W.1

Source Fourteen

Cabinet committee statement on the authenticity of the Zinoviev letter, November 1924, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 27/254)

Transcript

AUTHENTICITY OF THE ZENOVIEV LETTER

Two Cabinet Committees were convened in November 1924 to consider the Authenticity of the Zinoviev Letter. These were:-

First – under Mr. J. Ramsey MacDonald’s Government, composed of-:

The Prime Minister (Chairman)

The Lord President of the Council

The Lord Chancellor, and

Secretary of State for Home Affairs,

Met on 4th November. The report of this Committee will be found at (Ref: Cab 58 (24)

Second -under Mr. Stanley Baldwin’s Government, composed of:-

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Chairman),

The Lord President of the Council

The Lord Chancellor

The Secretary of State for India, and

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,

17th November (Notice at ‘B’ below). This Committee reported verbally to the Cabinet (Ref: Cab (60) (24))

(This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government.)

SECRET

THE ZINOVIEFF (Sic) LETTER

Report of the Cabinet Committee

We have examined, so far as material is available in the Departments concerned, the authenticity of the Zinovieff letter, but find it impossible on the evidence before us to come to a positive conclusion on the subject. We have had enough evidence to show us the existence of habitual attempts in Russian matters to pass off forgeries as authentic documents and to use such for political purposes. The copy of this particular document, the original of which has not been seen by or produced to us or any Departmental official, did not reach the Foreign Office till the 10th October, and was immediately dealt with, in spite of the fact that the General Election was on from the time of its receipt. Whilst it was going through the usual Department processes, and diplomatic action upon it was being considered and prepared, the Foreign Office was informed on the 24th Ultimo that a copy of the letter has been for some time in the hands of a section of the Press and that on the following morning it was to be published. No enquiries had been made by those in possession of this copy to find out what view the Departments took of the letter or what action had followed upon its receipt. We do not hesitate to say that the evidence submitted to us gives no support to the allegation that leakage of information took place through some Department. By the nature of the case some time must elapse before important pieces of evidence bearing upon the existence of the history of the document can be thoroughly tested.

Nov.4.24     NOTE. The Committee received a request from Messrs Inkpin and MacManus to be heard but we decided to limit our enquiries to the Departments concerned.

Source Fifteen

Letter about the Young Communist League and their Training Syllabus, 1925, TNA Catalogue ref: (DPP 1/109)

Transcript

24th December, 1925

W.1.

2032    25     332

Sir,

 YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

and the booklet “LEAGUE TRAINING SYLLABUS.”

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in which you enclosed the booklet called “League training Syllabus”, and to inform you that I am proposing to submit the same to the consideration of the Attorney-General.

Meanwhile, I should be obliged if you would cause some inquiry to be made of Centro-Press, Limited, 68 Lant Street, Borough, as to the number of copies which were printed, by whom the order was given, to whom the copies were supplied, and whether any manuscript matter was submitted from which the book was produced, and whether the Company has been paid and if so, by whom, for the printing. The file under the Newspapers, Printers & Reading Rooms Repeal Act, 1869, should be examined.

Further I think that efforts should be made to obtain additional copies either from 38 Great Ormond Street, or through newsagents. It would appear desirable also to make some quiet inquiry as to the frequenters of 38 Great Ormond Street, the tenancy of those premises, and if possible whether any stock of this booklet other similar “literature” is stored thereat.

When I have received the views of the Attorney-General I will communicate with you again on this matter. 

 I am, Sir,

Your Obedient servant

Commissioner of Police

New Scotland Yard

S.W.1

P.S. The Syllabus is also summarised in “The International of Youth” No.1. Referred to in your letter of 27.11.25. Similar enquiries … be made in to this publication.

Source Sixteen

Extract from a minute sheet which captured the Government’s position on the role of Maternity and Infant Welfare Centres and birth control advice, 3 March 1925 and a letter from the Ministry of Health, 16 March 1925 to Leyton District Council on the matter, TNA Catalogue ref: (MH 79/263)
Transcript

MINUTE SHEET                         Reference IIId/165004/7/25

Mr. Maclachlan

You will remember the first official pronouncement made on the subject of Birth Control was when Sir Alfred Mond saw a deputation in February, 1922, and told them he had adopted the following principles-:

1.
That the Maternity and Infant Welfare Centre should deal only with the expectant or nursing mother and infant, and not with the married or unmarried woman contemplating the application of contraceptive methods;

2.
That it is not the function of an ante-natal centre to give advice in regard to birth control, and that exceptional cases in which the avoidance of pregnancy seems desirable on medical grounds should be referred for particular advice to a private practitioner or hospital.

Successive Ministers have endorsed these principles, although considerable numbers of resolutions in favour of withdrawing the embargo from centres aided by public funds have been received. A total of 1618 individual resolutions have been received, prompted by the Malthusian League, in addition to the 100 from local branches of the Labour Party and women’s organisations; about 61 resolutions have been received on the other side, all from Catholic organisations.

I annex a copy of the specimen letter as now sent out to local authorities and others who ask whether Birth Control may be taught in their centres, and also the file with regard to the deputation received on the 28th July last when some small alterations in the formula were suggested …

Transcript

Ministry of Health

Whitehall

S.W.1.

16th March, 1925

Sir, 

I am directed by the Ministry of Health to avert to you letter of the 10th instant with regard to the subject of birth control, and to state that the Minister has adopted the policy lad down which is set out in the following principles:

1
That the Maternity and Infant Welfare Centre should deal only with the expectant or nursing mother and infant, and not with the married or unmarried woman contemplating the application of contraceptive methods;

2
That it is not the function of an Ante-natal Centre or Maternity and Child Welfare Centre to give advice in regard to birth control, and that exceptional cases in which the avoidance of pregnancy seems desirable on medical grounds should be referred for particular advice to a private practitioner or hospital.

I am to point out that these Centres are maintained out of public funds to which people of all opinions are required to contribute, and the Minister considers that without the express authority of Parliament he would not be justified in assenting to the use of the Centres for a purpose on which public opinion is so acutely divided.

I am Sir,

                     Your obedient Sevant,

              (Sgd)  Z.L. Puxley

Clerk to the

Urban District Council of Leyton

Town Hall.

Leyton, E.10

Source Seventeen
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Gold Standard

-------------------------

MEMORANDUM

1.
The House will already have been informed in the Budget Speech of the general purpose and the urgent character of this Bill. It gives legislative sanction to certain immediate steps which are required in connection with the return to the gold standard. The Bill does not deal with the whole ground covered by the Report of the currency Committee which will be before Members. The recommendation of that Committee as to the amalgamation of the Currency Note issue with the Bank of England cannot be dealt with except with reference to the actual conditions of a free gold market. This is recognised by the Committee and also by the Cunliffe Committee which made the same recommendation. The House will not, therefore, be asked to pass legislation on this particular matter until we have further experience and able to fix with more accuracy than we can today the amount of the gold reserves and of the functionary circulation

…

Also, subject to proper safeguards, they accepted the principle of co-operation with the United States of America, on which Mr. Snowden laid stress in the House of Commons on the 26th March.

“I am not blind to the dangers of the restoration of the gold standard, but upon the whole I think the advantages far outweigh the possible disadvantages. I agree with the suggestion that was made by the Federation of British Industries-which many of us had urged before-that the possible dangers of the restoration of the gold standard could be averted by an understanding with the United States of America. I think that such an understanding is absolutely necessary if the gold market is going to maintain the parity of exchange when once it has been arrived at.”

2.
Before passing on to the explanation of the detailed clauses perhaps it may be well to deal with certain objections which have been put forward to the policy adopted by the Government. So far as they have yet appeared the principal objections are—

(1)
That by causing a fall in prices our action will depress trade.

(2)
That it will make this country dependent upon the United States of America.

(3)
That gold is in itself a bad standard and that a scientifically managed currency is more stable.

(4)
That there was no need to take a decision at the time we did.

3.
The objection that by causing the fall in prices the return to the gold standard will depress trade is shown by the Committee’s Report to be of but little substance, on the assumption, which will hardly be questioned, that we could not allow sterling to relapse again from its present position. As the Committee say—

         “To allow the exchange to fall back now with the certainty of having later on to raise it again would be a short-sighted policy, injurious to trade and industry. But if this view is accepted and we are prepared to face any price adjustment which may be necessary to maintain the present exchange rate there is nothing to be said for refusing to accept the very small (1½ per cent.) extra adjustment involved in the re-establishment of an effective gold standard.”

    The House will scarcely expect a long discussion on the subject of index numbers, but it may be stated briefly that the relative price levels in Great Britain and the United States respectively were closer together last December than they have been for many months previously, and that they came still closer together in February with the result as stated by the Committee that we can return to the gold standard today with only a small adjustment of price levels. This is an opportunity which we should seize and not allow to escape us.

The depressing effect of a fall in prices is mainly psychological. What discourages trade and enterprise is not low prices but the expectation that prices are going to fall still lower. Once we return to the gold standard sterling prices will not fall further unless gold prices fall, and they will be gold prices. Without making any prophesies and disregarding very short-turn fluctuations it may be said that the balance of instructed opinion anticipates a rise rather than a fall in gold prices. Any disadvantage from a fall in prices will therefore be (1) small in amount and (2) quite temporary in effect. The assimilation of British currency to the gold currencies of the world is so necessary for the ultimate prosperity of British trade that it many times outweighs any disadvantage from this cause.

4.
The second objection is that a reversion to the gold standard will make this country more dependent on the United States of America. This objection is largely the result of a misunderstanding of the situation. In the regulation of credit through the rate of discount and other means, power depends not so much on the extent of natural resources and the volume of production as on the concentration of mercantile and financial business, which is far more sensitive than production to credit conditions. In this respect England is quite unrivalled, in that the action of the Bank of England is felt directly all over the world.

And one of the most favourable arguments in favour of the gold standard is that uncertainty in regard to exchanges militates seriously against the business of London as an international financial centre, both for the financing of trade and for the investment business.

The experience of the last few years shows that the even with a paper standard we cannot escape being influenced by credit conditions abroad. With a gold standard, though our monetary relations with foreign countries will be closer, our power over credit will be greater.

The conduct of credit policy by the Federal Reserve Banks in the United States has been marked by prudence and sagacity. So long as American business is in a sound and stable condition, there is no danger of credit disturbances from that country threatening London. Should they ever do so, No country is better equipped than this to deal with such a situation.

Source Eighteen
Extract from a report on the return to gold, Treasury Memoranda, section called The Gold Export Prohibition by Sir O.E. Niemeyer, TNA Catalogue ref: (T172/1499B)
Transcript

…

Bankers on the whole take longer views than manufacturers. But the view is of what is good for trade and industry as a whole, on which after all the banks entirely depend, not of what may enable the Bank to bleed its trader.

The most serious argument against the return to the gold standard is the feared effect on trade and employment. No one would advocate such a return if he believed that in the long run the effect on trade would be adverse.

The fact everyone upholds the gold standard, because they believe it to be proved by experience to be best for trade. If it is agreed that we must have the gold standard, is it not better to get over any discomfort at once and then proceed on an even keel rather than have the dislocation (if dislocation there be) still before us.

No one believes that unemployment can be cured by the dole, and palliatives like road digging. Every party-not least Labour- has preached that unemployment can only be dealt with by radical measures directed to the economic restoration of trade, whether Europe or with the Dominions. What could worse for trade than for us to have a different standards of value to South Africa and Australia (i.e. pay more £ sterling for their wool etc.) or to Germany and the United States- fluctuating while they are stable inter se? [Between themselves]. On a long view- and it is only such views that can produce fundamental cures- the gold standard is in direct succession to the main step towards economic reconstruction (Brussels Resolution: Austrian and Hungarian Loans: Dawes Scheme) and is likely to do more for British Trade than all the efforts of the Unemployment Committee.

I am myself much inclined to the view that no very heroic steps will in fact be needed to maintain gold parity with the dollar, if we once take the bull by the horns. The great danger is that speculators may think that we cannot hold the position. What are our weapons against this form of attack?

1.
We have gold reserves of £150 millions and we should make it plain to the world that we mean to use them, if necessary to maintain the exchange, even though that may entail a temporary increase in bank rate. The clearer we make this the less likely extreme measures.

2.
We already hold against our United States debt payments in June and December next of $160 millions and some $110 millions- a fact not hitherto published but kept in reserve for the moment when we wish to use it.

3.
We shall march in company with the Dominions and several European neutrals.

4.
We have assurances of American financial support if needed, beyond our own direct resources.

…

Source Nineteen
Extract committee statement from Mr. McKenna of the Midland Bank, 27 January, 1925, TNA Catalogue ref: (T172/1499B)
Transcript

…

In the first place, it establishes an international measure of value common to whole world and universally accepted. It is automatic in its operation, and it relieves the central banks of a responsibility which, notwithstanding our own fortunate experience, might not always be discharged with the knowledge and judgment indispensable for the prosperity of national trade. It is not, however, wholly inelastic. There is still scope under it for an exercise of discretion by the central institution, as we have seen in the recent action of the Federal Reserve Board. In our own country, the effect of a movement of gold can to a considerable extent be counteracted by the Bank of England raising or lowering the ratio of reserve to liabilities.

“But in the present state of knowledge and the feeling one of the greatest advantages of the gold standard is its moral effect. A nation will think better of itself, will almost regard itself as more honest, if its currency is convertible into gold. The fear of being forced off the gold standard acts as a salutary check on the extravagance of Governments who might be willing to face a mere fluctuation in exchange, but would not dare to suspend specie payment. It is a real advantage to a nation to have a currency founded upon a value which is universally recognised, it inspires confidence and facilitates international transactions. Even if the gold standard were not preferable for other reasons, its universality would be decisive in its favour. The argument may, it is true, be founded on psychological and not economic grounds, but it is none the less powerful, as we have not reached the stage  where economic consideration alone guide us judging the desirability of any particular method or system. So long as nine people out of ten in every country think the gold standard the best, it is the best. If in the future there were an immense increase or decrease in the output of gold, and consequently a startling rise or fall in prices, reconsideration of the subject might be forced upon public attention, but at present there is no single nation, so far as I know, which is now off the gold standard, that does not regard the return to it as the most desirable of all financial measures.

…

Source Twenty
Extract from The Times, 19 March 1925. This reported the response of economist J.M. Keynes on the return to the Gold Standard, TNA Catalogue ref: (T172/1499B)
Transcript
DANGERS OF A GOLD STANDARD

MR.J.M. KEYNES’S REPLY TO MR McKENNA

Mr. J.M. Keynes delivered an address before the Commercial Committee of the House of Commons last night on “The problem of the Gold Standard”, in which he replied to Mr. McKenna’s recent speech before the same Committee and contended that “the audit system of this country will be a managed system anyhow”.

Contending that at any rate on this occasion it was not the monetary reformers who were the cautious folk, Mr. Keynes said his concrete proposal was, after all, not very alarming. It was that, broadly speaking we should continue under the same methods and machinery of management as during the past two years, but with this difference, that we should have as our object the stability of internal prices and the adequacy of internal credit to the requirements of our trade and industry, instead of the gradual deflation of our prices relatively to those in the United States.

The new problem before the Bank of England would not be any more difficult than their present problem. On the other hand, to declare at any early date that we bound our currency-unit irrevocably with gold was certainly rash. We should not be returning to the pre-war system. We should be taking the risks of a new and unknown predicament. We should be trying to run a managed credit system disguised as an automatic gold standard in the totally new conditions created by our indebtedness to America, the concentration of gold in America, and the establishment of the Federal Reserve in America. It was his opinion that a movement of gold to or from America which would drain or swamp us would be almost unnoticed by them.

With our industries in their present struggling condition and unemployment at its present level, he reckoned it of the first importance that we should keep the control of our internal credit system in our own hands. We are not in a condition to stand shocks or storms. He thought we would make a big mistake if we exposed ourselves to them merely for the convenience—for really it was little more—of a fixed rate of exchange with the dollar. Any important change in the cost of living and the general level of prices, whether up or down, would endanger industrial peace. Every contraction of credit brought about by the external situation and not required to check an incipient boom at home would take away from the employer the possibility of expanding or even maintaining the amount of work at hand.

…

One who was in a minority must make the best he could of what practical politics permitted. The leaders of all three political parties had strapped on their blinkers and decided to see nothing ahead except the gold convertibility as our ultimate objective. He claimed that, whatever happened, the idea of restoring gold convertibility by allowing the existing embargo on the export of gold to lapse on January 1 next was needlessly rash.

…
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An extract from the Widows, orphans and old age pensions bill, 1925, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/173)
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Widows Orphans and Old Age Contributory Pensions

DRAFT

OF A

BILL

To

(A.D. 1925)

Make provision for pensions for widows, orphans and persons between the ages of sixty-five and seventy and for the payment of contributions in respect thereof, and to amend the enactments relating to health and unemployment insurance and old age pensions.

Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:-

(Contributory pensions for widows, orphans and persons between 65 and seventy)

Contributory Pensions.
1. ​--(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act relating to the payment of contributions and otherwise, pensions shall be payable as follows, that is to say-

(a) To the widow of an insured man a pension at the rate of ten shillings per week, with an additional allowance in respect of children while under the age of fourteen, at the rate of five shillings per week for the eldest or only such child, and three shillings per week for every other such child (in this Act called a “widows pension”);

(b)  in respect of the orphan children while under the age of fourteen of an insured man or of an insured widow, a pension at the rate of seven shillings and sixpence per week for the eldest or only child in respect of whole a pension is payable, and at the rate of six shillings per week for each other such child (in this Act called an “orphans pension”);

(c)  to an insured man or an insured woman who has attained the age of sixty-five but has not attained the age of seventy, and to the wife of an insured man who has attained the age of sixty-five (such wife attained the age of sixty-five but not having attained the age of seventy) a pension at the rate of ten shillings per week (in this Act called an “old age pension”).

(2) By way of contribution toward the cost of carrying this Act into effect there shall be paid such contributions as are hereinafter in this Act provided.

     2.  --(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires the expression “insured”   means insured under the National Health Insurance Act, 1924 (in this Act referred to as the Insurance Act) or the Acts repealed by that Act, and in relation to any person who is deemed to be insured for the purposes of this Act, includes such a person; and the expression “insurance” in  relation to a person so deemed to be insured shall be construed accordingly.

         (2)  For the purposes of this Act, but not for any other purpose, a person insured the Insurance Act shall be deemed to continue to be so insured during any period which he is by virtue of subsection (4) of section twelve of the Insurance Act entitled to medical benefit

         (3)  An exempt person and person engaged in an excepted employment shall be deemed to be insured for the purposes of this Act in the circumstances and to be the extent mentioned in this Act
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Extract from Cabinet memorandum on the activities of the unemployed, May 1925, TNA Catalogue ref: (CAB 24/173)
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THE UNEMPLOYED

The restlessness of the organised unemployed, in London is growing and the raids on Guardians’ offices during the past week may be regarded as the forerunner of other attempts. Plans are being made for “deputations” to Lewisham, Leytonstone, Camberwell, Southwark and West Ham: in more than one case the Poplar “storm troops” have promised assistance and one object of the preliminary skirmishes is to facilitate the selection of picked men for a demonstration to Whitehall on February 13th and a subsequent simultaneous national demonstration. The plans for these major events may be altered as the more moderate men are aware of the difficulties surrounding demonstrations in Westminster when the House is in session.

George Lansbury’s notorious advice to the unemployed to “Go to the Guardians” has recoiled somewhat literally upon the donor, who with his Poplar colleagues was imprisoned in the Guardians’ offices during the night of February 6-7. Led by an unemployed boilermaker named Hodgson about 900 unemployed accompanied by three bands marched to the offices: those who obtained entry failed to make the Guardians rescind their decision to adhere to the present scale of relief and created pandemonium. Descriptions of the night and of the final escape of George and Edgar Lansbury have appeared in the Press but it may be added that the “Red Flag” hoisted over the building was the relieving Officer’s blanket.

On January 31st about 500 organised unemployed from Crayford, Dartford, Erith and Woolwich marched to the Dartford union where the Guardians had previously refused to receive a demonstration: they rushed an entrance gate

2

and took possession of the Workhouse dining hall: eventually a deputation interviewed the Guardians regarding reduction in the scale of relief but the latter refused to discuss the matter, hearing that the police were arriving in motors, the unemployed left the building.

On February 2nd about 1,000 of the Woolwich unemployed marched to the local Guardians’ offices and some climbed over a wooden fence which separated a church from the Workhouse garden: the police were called in the Master who produced a pole with which the door was forced: a little resistance was offered by about 10 of the unemployed but truncheons were not used by the Police. About 500 of the unemployed marched to Plumstead where they sang the “Red Flag” outside the Police Station. On February 6th, Guy, the secretary of the Woolwich organised unemployed, announced publically that they intended to augment their forces on the next occasion and would forestall police efforts to frustrate them.

The Walthamstow unemployed are demanding free baths but on February 1st one of their speakers admitted that although the Leyton unemployed had received facilities for sixty free baths only four had so far been used.

On February 6th, Dallas of the Camberwell unemployed stated that his organisation intended to ask the Parliamentary Labour candidate to sign a document to the effect that he would support the demand for full maintenance at trade union rates, the recognition of Soviet Russia and the re-opening of trade with that country: if he signed, the unemployed would support him, otherwise they would do their utmost to ensure his defeat at the poll.

During the last week of January the number of people in receipt of poor relief in London increased by 3,534 to a total of 234,599 or more than double the aggregate of the corresponding period of 1921; 29 boroughs recorded increases, the total numbers for indoor and outdoor relief being…
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Emergency arrangements for Civil Constabulary Reserve during the General Strike, 10 May, 1926, TNA Catalogue ref: (J 86/37)

Transcript

TREASURY CHAMBERS

Any reply to this letter should be addressed to       

The Secretary

Treasury

Whitehall,

London

S.W.1

And the following reference quote

E.1839/5                                                                                                14/26

10th May, 1926.

EMERGENCY ARRANGEMENTS

CIVIL CONSTABULARY RESERVE

Sir,

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to refer to Treasury circular of the 6th instant (13/26), in which it is stated that Heads of Departments should decide within their discretion to what extent officers who register as willing to volunteer for emergency duties should be permitted to enrol themselves for emergency work.

2. I am now to inform you that His Majesty’s Government have decided that officers and other ranks of the Territorial Army, and Ex-military men who can be vouched for at Territorial Army Units Headquarters, subject in each case to an age limit of 50, shall be invited to enrol themselves forthwith for whole-time service in a Civil Constabulary Reserve, which is to be raised to assist in the maintenance of order and in the protection of essential services.

3. My Lords trust that Heads of Department will find it possible to release as many as possible of the members of the Territorial Army and other eligible men as defined above serving in their departments who ask permission to enrol themselves in this force.

4. The following rates of pay (seven days a week) have been fixed for the Civil Constabulary Reserve-:

Constables           5s. a day

Sergeants             6s. a day

Inspectors             7s. 6d a day

Commanders        10s. a day

Rations and accommodation will be provided. In the absence of rations, a subsistence allowance of 2/6d a day will be issuable. In addition all ranks will receive a plain clothes allowance of 5/- a week to cover clothing, washing etc. A civil servant enrolling in this Force will be entitled to receive either the pay, including the cost of living bonus, of his civil post, or the pay of his rank in the Civil Constabulary Reserve, but not both. In either event he will be eligible to receive the subsistence allowance of 2/6d a day and the allowance at the rate of 5/- a week for clothing, washing, etc. prescribed for members of the Civil Constabulary Reserve where issuable.

5. A Civil Servant, when receiving the permission of the Head of his Department to enrol in this force, should be asked whether he elects to receive the pay of his civil service post or pay as a member of the Civil Constabulary Reserve. In the case of a civil servant who elects to continue to receive civil pay, a statement in the Form A annexed should be handed to him in his Department, duly signed by the Establishment Officer…
Source Twenty Five
Extract from the Communist Party booklet, TNA Catalogue ref: (DPP 1/118)

Transcript

Elementary Course of Communist Party Training

With a preface by T.B.

3d

Published by

The Communist Party of Great Britain

16 King Street

London W.C.2

The C.P.G.B. and other Parties

Distinguish the C.P.G.B. from the other political parties: the I.L.P., Labour Party, Liberal and Conservative Parties. Show how the I.L.P., as a party does not accept the policy of class struggle, but believes that with education and propaganda the workers can achieve their emancipation by what are called constitutional means through parliament and therefore, accepting the theory of class collaboration, does not rally the workers in a struggle against capitalism.

Express how the Labour Party, though a working class party, is dominated as a party by the I.L.P., and an increasing amount of middle class people whose policy is leading towards Liberalism and whose conception is playing at politics (parliamentarism) as an end instead of as a means to an end. (It is necessary to note here the results of the Liverpool Conference, where two policies were expressed—a policy of Liberalism by MacDonald, and a working class policy by the Communist Party.)

The Liberal and Conservative parties are capitalist parties and as such desire to maintain the system of exploitation which at present is in force, in other words, to keep things as they are-a working class producing all the wealth of society and a ruling class who live by the exploitation of the workers.

Their interests may differ on minor details, but they are united in opposing the demands of the workers, as their class interests are distinct from the class interests of the workers.

Why Party Training

Why is it necessary for the workers to join the Communist Party? Because the workers need a Party which will fight for the needs of the working class. To carry on that fight the members of the Party must equip themselves to be leaders of the working class by taking part in, and leading the workers in, their struggle for emancipation. Hence the necessity for Party Training.

Illustrations of Organised Work

Give concrete illustrations, borrowed from local experience, of Party work in the workshop, pit or factory, and the necessity of the group working in an organised manner. Dwell upon the importance of the same method of fraction work in the trade unions, the Labour Party, the co-operatives and all working class organisations. Show with Party Training will come a clearer knowledge of why these tasks are necessary and how theoretical knowledge will be confirmed in the practical tasks set out.

Discipline

But organised group work implies Party loyalty and discipline. Not a mechanical discipline imposed from the top by a hierarchy of officials, but a voluntary discipline self-imposed by the member in his loyalty to the Party and the working class struggle. Only in this way will the members carry out conscientiously the Party instructions regarding various activities. The advantages derived from operating as an organised body under a centralised direction should be stressed.

The Workshop

Start with the actual experiences of the workers in the dominant industry in the locality, picking out questions which arise out of the workers’ life as illustrations, and making these the subject of discussion in terms of Party policy to be pursued. Here note the conflict which arises regarding the solution of these problems by other parties and contrast same with the Communist Party policy.

The Party and the International

It is important to link up the struggle nationally, and finally internationally, and show here the structure of the Party in its relation to the group nationally and internationally, i.e., centralised direction from the group to the Comintern.

Source Twenty Six

Letter concerning case for prosecution brought to Home Secretary by the Police Commissioner against the Communist Party, 9 October 1926, TNA Catalogue ref: (DPP 1/118)
Transcript

8th October, 1926

Sir, 

I enclose for the information of the Secretary of State:-

1. A copy of a publication issued by the Communist Party of Great Britain entitled ‘Elementary Course of Communist Training’.

2. An advertisement which appeared in the Workers Weekly of the 1st October last.

3. An article which appeared in the same edition of the Workers Weekly.
I consider that this publication is highly seditious in intention and in fact. I am strongly of the opinion that the Attorney General should be moved to proceed against the responsible officials of the Communist Party of Great Britain. I am securing another copy which I am submitting to the Director of Public Prosecutions for his information.

I would observe that I consider that a ‘training manual’ of this description which so clearly defines the revolutionary and solely revolutionary objective of the Communist Party and which is intended as shown on page 5 to be a “means of providing training in the emergency created by the extraordinary increase of new recruits” but only elementary (sic) is much more dangerous publication than transient articles which appear from time to time in other publications(s) of the Communist Party of Great Britain. You will notice the review of this publication in the annexure 3 and the admonitions therein contained to “carry it in your pocket and have it always in your mind”.

I would emphasize that coming so close upon the recent release from prison of the convicted members of the Communist Party of Great Britain, I view this publication as a deliberate and direct challenge to constitutional government.

I am Sir,

Your obedient servant

W.H. (signed)

Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis

Review of the Communist training booklet in the Daily Worker, TNA Catalogue ref: (DPP 1/118)

Transcript 

BOOK REVIEWS

TRAINING AT LAST!

Elementary Course of Communist Party Training (3d. The C.P., 16 King St., W.C.2.)

The unprecedented increase in membership of the Communist Party and the eagerness of new members to get party training, quickly drained every syllabus on training from headquarters.

A new syllabus was needed at once and in thousands of copies. But this meant time, and time was too precious to use. The Agit. Prop. Department of the C.P has therefore prepared this Elementary Course of Communist Party Training.

There are Hints to Group Leaders to serve as a guide to the methods of tuition and in the general direction of the group.

There is an explanation of the terms and definitions currently used in Party and propaganda work-a most helpful and necessary section.

There is also an outline for an elementary course of Party training (priced from 1d. to 6d.) of use in this connection; and a lesson the Party and the Trade Unions.

Not a word in the pamphlet is wasted. It forms an outline of Party thought and work, to which details can be added by reading and argument.

It is the valuable and essential publication that has been issued by the C.P. for a long time. Though you read nothing else you should read and study this. Carry it in your pocket and have it always in your mind. 

The Party cannot rest content until every member has a copy of this booklet and has used it time and again.

Source Twenty Seven

Extract from the Married Women’s Employment Bill 1927, TNA Catalogue ref: (ED 31/255)
Transcript

A

BILL

TO

Prevent the refusal to employ women in the public service by reason only of their being married.  A.D. 1927.

Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1.---(1) A woman shall not be refused employment or dismissed from employment by any Government department or local authority or other public authority on the ground only that she is married or is about to be married

            Women not be refused employment on grounds of marriage.

(2)  Any contract, rule, or regulation made before or after the  commencement of this Act which provides that a woman shall be disqualified from employment or refused employment or dismissed from employment by any Government or local authority or other public authority on the ground only that she is married or is about to be married shall, to the extent of such provision, be void and this Act shall apply notwithstanding any contract or term of any contract to the contrary made before or after the commencement of this Act.

2.—(2) This Act may be cited as the Married Women (Employment) Act, 1927. 

             Short title and interpretation

[Bill 14]

Minute paper criticising the concept of the bill, TNA Catalogue ref: (ED 31/255)
Transcript
…

Mr. Pearson.

(1)
This Bill provides that a women shall not be refused employment or dismissed by any Government Department or Local Authority or other public Authority on the ground only that she is married or is about to be married and it make void any contract, rule or regulation whether made before or after the commencement of the Act, which makes marriage a disqualification for employment.

(2)
 I presume that it is regarded as an extension of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act, 1919, which provided that a person should not be disqualified by sex or marriage from the exercise of any public function or from being appointed to or holding any civil or judicial office or post or from carrying on any other profession or function etc. There was a proviso to Section 1 of that Act that His Majesty might by Order in Council authorise regulations to be made providing for a prescribing the mode of the admission of women to the Civil Service and the conditions on which women so admitted might be appointed to or continue to hold office therein and giving power to reserve to men any branch of or post in the Civil Service.

(3)
It is quite clear that it was not the effect of the Act to make it ultra vires [beyond the power] any employer to have a regulation for his own purpose that he would not employ persons of a particular sex or that he not continue to employ them after they were married. The question was faintly raised in the case of Price v. the Rhondha Urban Council, 1923 2. Ch.372. On this point Mr Eve said… “ It was argued that there is something contrary in the resolution (a resolution as to terminating the employment of married women) to the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act. I cannot accept that view. That Act as appears from the title is an Act to “remove certain disqualifications arising from sex and am not prepared to hold that an Authority commits a breach of that Act if in some of its appointments it indicates that applications from one sex only can be received. Consider the absurdity to which such a conclusion might lead. The Medical Authority might require the services of a monthly nurse. Would they be committing a breach of the Act were they intimate that no ex-service man or superannuation office need apply.

(4)
Although no doubt the present Bill would be presented by its promoters as the logical corollary of the Act of 1919, it seems to me to differ fundamentally and to be based on an entirely opposite principle. The idea of the 1919 Act was that all employers should be released from any statutory bar which might exist with reard to the employment of women or of married women but it left contract entirely fee between the employer and the employee. The idea of the present Act is in the case of Government Departments, Local Authorities or other public Authorities, that there shall be no freedom but that the employer shall have no right to refuse to employ a woman on the ground that she is married or to terminate her employment on that ground

(5)
This may or may not be desirable but quite clearly it is diametrically opposed to that of the 1919 Act and it represents a policy of coercion not of freedom.

(6)
It also represents a policy of putting the married woman in regard to the employment specified in an entirely different position from anyone else and gives them a privileged position.

(7)
There are respects in which married women are put in an exceptionally favourable position under the existing law but the modern tendency is, so far as I know, rather to treat them like other people and not to give them special privileges. Thus Section 47 of the Criminal Justice Act, 1925, deprives a wife who does an offence in the presence of her husband of her long-standing privilege to escape punishment on the ground that she may have been presumed to have committed the offence under his coercion.

(8)
I belief that even among women themselves there would be a good deal of doubt as to the desirability of the policy embodied in the Bill.

25.3.27

Source Twenty Eight

Two cartoons from a collection of communist cartoons sent from a solicitor in Pontypool to the Director of Public Prosecutions in Whitehall, 12 July, 1927. One entitled: The Labour Party rescues the Unemployed; the other: Homes for Heroes, TNA Catalogue ref: (DDP 1/24)
William Hope, a political and sports cartoonist was born in New Zealand and moved to Britain after the First World War. He worked for the Daily Herald and The Communist 1920-23, weekly paper representing the Young Communist League. He used the “Espoir”- his name in French, meaning hope.

Transcript

The Labour Party Rescues the Unemployed

1.
Labour Party meets to consider drastic action regarding Unemployed problem

2.
Adjourned meeting of the Labour Party Conference to solve Unemployed problem

3.
Further meeting of Labour Party Conference to solve Unemployed problem

4.
Labour Party calls a Special Conference to solve Unemployed problem

5.
Adjourned meeting of Special Labour Party Conference to solve the Unemployed problem

6.
Labour Party calls Extraordinary Conference to solve…

Source Twenty Nine
Letter to Home Secretary from Marie Stopes & Constructive Birth Control and Racial Progress Society about her name being used without her consent backstreet by abortionists and advertisers, 26 September 1927, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/24782)
Transcript
C.B.C.

THE SOCIETY FOR

Constructive Birth Control and Racial Progress:

President: Marie Carmichael Stopes, D. SC., Ph..D, F.L.S., F.G.S

….

Official Organ                                                                 108, Whitfield Street,

Birth Control News                                                         Tottenham Court Road

                                                                                        London, W.1

                                                                                        26th September, 1927

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

The Right Honourable

Sir William Joynson-Hicks, P.C., M.P.,

Secretary of State for the Home Department,

Home Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.

Sir,

On Tuesday 22nd March last, you very kindly received a Deputation from the above Society dealing with the growing scandal of Abortion-mongers and Abortifacient Advertisements [advertisements for drugs that cause an abortion].  We drew your particular attention to the verifiable case of the so-called ‘Dr Hannah Brown’. At the close of the Deputation, you asked us to maintain secrecy about the matter so that something might be done by your Department. We should now very much like to hear whether your Department has taken the matter up, and whether anything effective is being done, as I have recent evidence that ‘Dr Hannah Brown’ is even more rampageous [violent or unruly] than before.

I may say that I am also grievously suffering from the shocking misuse of my name, and should like to know whether you contemplate rectification [change or correction] of the law so that I can be protected against these unscrupulous traders using my name to their commercial advantage.

Yours very truly, 

Marie Stopes

Source Thirty

Extract from a Metropolitan Police report about the Miners’ March to London, 8-20 November, 1927, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 144/12143)
Transcript

MINER’S MARCH TO LONDON

The miners who have marched from Wales entered the Metropolitan police district at 10 a.m. on November 19th: they were still under the leadership of the communists W. Hannington and Tom Thomas. The men slept the night at Belmont Schools after attending a meeting at Essex Place, Chiswick, which was addressed by A.J. Cook and Tom Thomas.

On November 2oth, the miners, numbering 260, headed by the Paddington Pipe Band and accompanied by about 350 sympathisers, marched to Trafalgar Square. About 60 members of the Labour League of Ex-Servicemen escorted the miners: these men. Who were under the leadership of ex-Lieutenant Snook, were of poor physique. They wore red armlets, embroidered with the letters “L.L.X.” and prior to joining the marchers were marshalled in military fashion by Snook: the men were drawn mainly from the Croydon and Hackney branches of the League. Wintringham, on his motor bicycle, acted as liaison between the miners and the Labour League of Ex-servicemen. This is the first occasion on which the League has functioned at a public meeting in the London area.

Four other processions, the members of which totalled about 560, also marched to the Square from different parts of London. When all were assembled, the crowd, including onlookers, totalled about 8,000: owing to heavy rain the audience subsequently dwindled to between 2,000 and 3,000 enthusiasts.

A sum of about£30 was thrown on the plinth and a number of the individuals with boxes are believed to have made good collections. The following resolution was declared to be carried unanimously:

“This great mass demonstration of London workers desires to call the attention of the Government and the nation to the growing destitution existing in the coalfields in general, and in the South Wales areas in particular, and the terrible suffering of men, women and children as a result of unemployment. We demand that the Government shall receive a deputation from the miners on the march from South Wales to London, representing the whole of the unemployed workers in South Wales, in order that they may present to the Government their suggestions for remedying the present conditions of the industry. We congratulate the Nation Unemployed Workers’ Committee Movement and the Rhondda Miners’ Federation in organising the march to London, and call upon all of the working classes of Great Britain to intensify the struggle that has been started by the marchers, in carrying on an energetic campaign against the Government’s Unemployment Bill, which has been introduced as result of the Blanesburgh Commission’s Report. We call upon the unemployed workers to join the National Unemployed Workers’ Committee Movement, and the whole Labour Movement to do all in its power to build up the organisation of the unemployed”.

Alex. Gossip, as chairman, opened the meeting and was followed by A.J.Cook, who said:

“I want to say that I regret the necessity of this march to London. The march to London, organised by the National Unemployed Workers’ Committee Movement, and led by Wal Hannington, was necessary to reveal the poverty and misery of the valleys of Wales. The miners produce the most important dynamic power in this country. Ex-service men, many of these marchers. 1914 marching to Flanders, 1927 marching to London. Marching for the master, 1914, marching for the workers 1927. This march is the echo of the tramp, tramp, tramp, not only in Wales, but in Durham, in London, everywhere the world over, of the Russians as well, to emancipation. My speech this afternoon will be short. I am speaking to-night and during the week. This meeting is called to bring to the notice of the people of London the tragedy of the unemployed, the poverty of the miners, and the callousness of Baldwinism. In the past we talked of the battle of Trafalgar and the flag. In the present it is a battle for bread, for humanity. Our flag is red, real red the colour that will unite the workers of the world. I am proud that Jimmy Maxton is here, that Saklatvala is here, that we can call a united front against poverty, against degradation. What have we marched here for, parading our poverty and destitution? We have marched here to bring home to the comfortable Administrators in Whitehall, the fact that away in the valleys of Wales, there is a march of women to the Guardians, a march of children to school without food, but there is also a march of revolt which Jimmy Maxton and Saklavala is going to organise, with Wal Hannington, to stop it. We have come to London to give Baldwin notice to quit. We shall read our Charter. Our Charter is the world for the workers. Our Charter is emphasised by old book, ‘He that shall not work, neither shall he eat’. England has long boasted that she rules the world. We claim the right to live, not begging for it, we demand it. Let me warn them, if they refuse our God given right constitutionally, we will take it. This Sunday, 20th November, we are raising a lamp that will light you through the path of revolt, but we have to organise that revolt. Never mind what some of the Trade Union Council say, some little Constitutionalists, never mind about them, get on with the work. Let us show ourselves bigger than they are. Let us show that the cause alone is worthy. That selfishness in leadership must go. My first call to you is to get into your unions, attend your union meetings. Re-organise your unions. Trades Unionism has neglected the unemployed. The Labour Party has not given the lead it ought to have given, to the unemployed. Baldwin insulted the workers of Britain last week. Baldwin sat with his feet upon the table in the House of Commons, whilst poverty stalked throughout the land. We will warn Baldwin, we demand a reply, we demand an answer, and I hope the Labour Party will refuse to allow any business to be conducted till the head of the Government is prepared to tell the nation what he is prepared to tell the Nation what he is going to do. We were led into the Square by Irish Pipers, these are the bagpipes that will lead us to victory. Inaction must be supplanted by action. Delay is easy. Drastic diseases demand drastic remedies. They laugh at all your protest, at your resolutions, but they cannot laugh at your organised might. You must organise, organise, organise in your Trade unions. Unemployment is not a problem, it is a tragedy. Men and women walking demanding bread, we claim the right to work and we will get bread. These boys from the minefields will never forget, you won’t forget. This is not a begging agitation. We want justice, demand the right to control our own destinies. I protest and it is finished. Get back to your districts. London has got to be roused this week. We will march through Whitehall. We shall sweep Baldwinism out. It is not Bolshevism you are suffering from, it is Baldwinism. Say it after me, ‘Baldwin, you must go’. (This was greeted with great gusto by the crowd). He won’t go if you don’t tell him to go, but he will go if you organise together to clear him out. I am proud of these men. I am proud that Wal Hanninton organised the march, and marched every inch of the way, with two other of my comrades- little Arthur Horner and Councillor Davies. Don’t be afraid that you won’t have leaders. If you stand true, you will make leaders. You be honourable and you will produce leaders who will be honourable. We will lead you. Never mind those who put their position before their class. This is a class war. The fight is here. Do not only protest, but say with me that you will organise, industrially, politically, internationally, not only to protest but to prevent Capitalism from crucifying the miners and other workers. I am pleased to move this resolution.”

The resolution was seconded by Fenner Brockway: the other speakers were Wal Hannington, J.R. Campbell, J. Maxton, M.P., J.J. Vaughan and Tom Thomas

Source Thirty One
Letter about polling districts and the new Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act, 2 July, 1928, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 45/13439)
Transcript

…

525297

HOME OFFICE

WHITEHALL

6th July, 1928

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE (EQUAL FRANCHISE) ACT, 1928.

POLLING DISTRICTSAND PLACES.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Secretary of State to say that the Representation of the People (Equal franchise) Act, 1928, which assimilates the parliamentary and local government franchises of men and women received the Royal Assent on the 2nd instant.

2. The register* now in preparation is not affected by the new Act but will remain in force only until the 1st May, 1929. Effect will be given to the new franchises in the register of 1929 which will be prepared for the qualifying period of three months ending on the 1st December, 1928, and will come into force on the 1st May, 1929. The other registration dates for that register will be fixed in due course by Order in Council.

3. As result of the new Act, a woman will be in future be qualified to be registered like a man at the age of twenty-one years in respect of her residence, or her own occupation of business premises. The wife or husband of a person entitled to be registered in respect of the occupation of business premises will also be entitled to be registered in respect of those premises.

4. The effect of the new Act will be to increase largely the parliamentary electorate of nearly all county and borough constituencies. A Return, Cmd. 3119, indicating the estimated increase in each constituency is enclosed.

5. As you are aware, under section 31 of the Act of 1918, the Council, whose Clerk you are, or by whom you are appointed, has the duty, as occasion requires, of dividing each constituency in the registration area into polling districts and of appointing polling places thereafter, and the Secretary of State desires that you will bring the Circular before the Council in order that they may consider whether any, and if so, to what extent revision of the present polling arrangements is required in consequence of the new Act.

6.  In general, the Secretary of State thinks that it should not be necessary to increase the number of polling districts and polling places on account on the enlargement of the electorate, and considering the matter the Council will [bear] in mind that any such increase would entail additional expense for printing the register and conducting an election.

7. It is of course essential that any change in the polling districts should be made in good time before the register of 1929 falls to be prepared, so that the register may be made up for the new areas, and the Secretary of State trusts that the Council will proceed to give the matter their immediate consideration. Copies of any Order which the Council may make on the subject should be forwarded, when made, to this Department.

I am Sir,

Your obedient Servant

Malcolm Delivingne

The Registration Officer.

Register: Register of electors, the electoral roll, those listed who have the right to vote

Source Thirty Three
Letter from Home Office, 26th January, 1929 about London Hunger March by the National Unemployed Worker's Committee Movement, TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 144/12143)
Transcript

…

Sir

I am directed by the Secretary of State to refer to the arrangements which are being made under the auspices of the National Unemployment Workers’ Committee Movement for a ‘march on London’ by contingent from the North, the midlands and South Wales, and to say that while the organisers of the “march” claim that they are making independent arrangements for the accommodation and feeding of the marchers, it is at least doubtful how far this claim is well founded; and Boards of Guardians are being advised, through the General Inspectors of the Ministry of Health, that if the arrangements of the organisers fail and application is made to them for assistance, they should enforce on the marchers the ordinary regulations as to vagrants, that is to say they should (1) refuse to accommodate marchers who are not destitute or sick (2) give them no exceptional treatment, and (3) enforce the usual casual ward requirements as regards search, bathing, dietary, task and detention. As these measures may give rise to disorder, Chief Officers of Police are asked to make all the necessary arrangements to deal with any such contingency that may arise.

The full details of the routes to be followed by the marchers, so far as know, have already been notified to Chief Officers of Police from New Scotland Yard. In particular, contingents are to assemble as follows-:
All Scotland                 Glasgow, January 22nd, 1929

North East Coast         Newcastle, January 28th, 1929

Yorkshire                     Sheffield, February 6th, 1929

South Wales                 Chepstow, February 10th, 1929

South West Division     Plymouth, February 7th, 1929

Lancashire                    Manchester, February 9th, 1929

Midlands                       Birmingham, February 7th, 1929

Derbyshire                    Derby, February 12th, 1929

Nottinghamshire           Nottingham, February 12th, 1929
The Secretary of State is informed that a contingent of 150 set out from Glasgow on 22nd instant. Chief Officers of Police on any line of the route the marchers may follow are requested-:

(1) O take all the necessary steps to prevent disorder or a breach of the peace, especially at or in the vicinity of the Poor Law institutions at places where the marchers may stop, and for this purpose either to have these accompanied by a sufficient force of Police or to make arrangements to have Police available where they may be required, remembering that the marchers or some of them may travel otherwise than on foot.

(2) To furnish other Chief Police Officers on the route ahead with early information as to the marchers, their numbers, movements, and so far as possible, their intentions.

(3) To furnish the Guardians Officers with any such information which may be of service to them.

(4) Generally to co-operate with another and with the General Inspectors of the Ministry of Health for the purpose of enabling the Poor Law Authorities and their Officers to carry out their duties without being subjected to violence or molestation.

The Guardians’ Officers on their part are being asked to furnish any information the Police may require as to the available accommodation etc. and to give eary intimation of any reasons they may have for anticipating disorder at any particular place or time.

I am Sir, 

Your, obedient Servant,

A.L. Dixon
Notes taken by police at a meeting of unemployed marchers, 24th February, 1929: TNA Catalogue ref: (HO 144/12143)
Transcript

Transcript of shorthand notes taken by P.S. Kitchener, at a meeting of Unemployed Marchers, held at Trafalgar Square, on Sunday, 24th February, 1929: speeches delivered from the North side of plinth.

Tom MANN, chairman, in opening the meeting, said:

“You all know we are here today to greet the Unemployed marchers who have come into London from nine different directions. Some of them have been walking for over five weeks, every day in the rough wintry weather. They have had many hardships, but they have come through well shod, strong and hearty. We know that there are those who are asking why we encourage men to march in this weather, especially when they have had hard times already. Many of these men who have been marching have been out of work for a year, some for two years or three years and more. Increasingly the government have been legislating and administering in a more harsh manner that formerly, and these men who has been paying into the insurance fund, towards which the workers have contributed, towards which employers have contributed, towards which the State has contributed- they have been cut off from all relief from the Labour Exchanges, then, when they have turned to the Poor Law, the Boards of Guardians, to the Parish Councils in Scotland, they are told that because they are able-bodied there is no relief for them. They have got nothing from the Labour Exchanges and nothing from the Guardians. If you consider that you will see the reason why they are marching on to London, to demand that they shall get redress. When they are cut off from relief nobody takes any notice; the Government do not give a damn, the politicians do not give a damn for it, so they will give more than a damn for themselves, and have come up here to do and see the Ministers. If the Ministers who are primarily responsible should refuse to see them, something else

-2-

will follow: what something else will be, we will keep to ourselves for a bit. Whatever is necessary, we shall have to do, to demand redress and reparation. See there, comrades, on that banner-that is what the employed are demanding: 30/- [shillings] a week to all over 18, 10/- [shillings] for a wife and so on. But I am only the chairman here: we shall have speakers from the actual marching contingents. They are not all miners; many are textile workers, shipyards workers, and many labourers and skilled workers from many trades.  They have come to declare, ‘We refuse to take it lying down, absolutely refuse, and if there is any fighting to be done, - by God, before we talk about fighting Germany or fighting America, we will damn well fight the capitalists here. I would not be here unless we were prepared to be militant, because I know there is nothing to go by bowing and scraping, but by definite determined slogging behaviour, not once in blue moon, but systematically. And bearing that in mind, that we are here for militancy, it is not for me to stand between you and the speakers. When the hour arrives we shall all upon you to help keep these men who are in London for more than a week and will desire accommodation. We are responsible for getting them in. Then they will want to go back in nine days’ time when they have done their work here. They cannot be allowed to march back; they must be sent back, and their fares must be paid back to their homes”.

Source Thirty Five

Some quotes from the diary of Ramsay Macdonald. 

Publication of these diaries in extenso is prohibited. Quotations are allowed on condition that any published work contains a note to the following effect:

The contents of these diaries were in Ramsay MacDonald’s words: “meant as notes to guide and revive memory as regards happenings and must on no account be published as they are”,  TNA Catalogue ref: (PRO/30/69/1753/1)

Transcript

1923 The Cabinet Crisis

8 Dec: Returned to London. Crowd at station. Evening papers state Baldwin will resign on Monday & advise King to send for me—Election wonderful triumph. Malcolm* returning to Oxford made me break down. Ma!** were she here to help me. Why are they both dead, my mother and she... 

* Malcolm, Ramsay MacDonald’s son

**Margaret, his late wife

1924 10 January

Spent Christmas & New Year immersed in politics & loads of letters at Lossiemouth*.

Times of sad reflections and gloomy thoughts. The people of my heart are dead; their faces on my walls, they do not share with me. Had much difficulty in returning. How vain is honour now. My dearest living friends cannot change my heart from a grave & myself from being a solitary. My past years were much with me & the old folks. The living were kind & homely & seem proud of Lossie. But I have to work out my destiny. So I returned to the world of politics & premierships, & a press that wonders why I take so little delight in publicity.- On the 8th had fine meeting in Albert Hall & my speech seems to been useful.

13 (Sunday)

Busy, busy, Cabinet making. Looks as if it is to be the most horrible job in my life. Still beginning to suspect human nature…

*Lossiemouth, location of Macdonald’s family home in Scotland

3rd Feb 1924

…The Liberals have already shown an unhappiness which will be their own undoing after giving us trouble. Their leaders are men of poor spirit. I hoped we might draw together, but the opposite is likely to happen. They grow mean & petty, rent with personal rivalry & hating us in their hearts. I think we shall live a Session though it will be a worrying job & partisan fighting will increase. My task will be to keep up the Government out of ruts & confused squabbling- big things & policies to dominate on the field of Parliamentary fighting, steady effort which even if not quite successful will gain respect & confidence in the country…

2nd March 1924

… I sometimes wonder if I can stand it, I’m convinced that practically continuous sessions of Parliament will break down the machine, but the backbenchers think that nothing’s being done unless the H. of L.* This is to the testing problem of representative democracy. I now see that we are to last. I have adopted the policy of establishing contacts with the living spirit of the country like art. I hear of grumbling that I give up time to this. The fools. They have neither sense nor vision. Sometimes I think a new party will arise. The liberals get meaner& meaner 7 we respect the Conservatives more & more. They have a calmer sense & a bigger vision in their Parliamentary work. The difference in dealing with the Liberals & Tories is great…

House of Lords…

Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and online.

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can use individual computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original documents without needing to travel to The National Archives. You will need computers or tablets for your students to work on either individually or in pairs.

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your projector, leading discussions and guiding students through activities based around original documents. All you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone to set up this web-chat with us. 

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Find out more:

🌏 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 
f www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
✉ education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

Ref: RAIL253-76 General Strike, 1926, driver with motor van at Paddington station
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