PRESS RELEASE
New Book Title: 'The Reshaping of British Railways'
The historic report that led to the decimation of the railways
Thursday 31 January 2013 - For the first time, the iconic piece of railway history 'The
Reshaping of British Railways' by Dr Beeching, will be available in its entirety, complete
with the original tables and maps of routes deemed fit for closure, from 31 January
2013.
Bradshaw’s Guide has given rise to a wave of nostalgia for our Victorian and Edwardian
railway systems. But the other half of the story can be traced back to Dr Beeching’s
report – The Reshaping of British Railways – that decimated these systems forever.
In the early 1960s the British Rail company were failing to stem huge annual losses, so
the Government turned to Dr Richard Beeching. His task was to save money by
recommending the cutting of redundant routes and services. His two reports, The
Reshaping of British Railways (1963) and The Development of the Major Railway Trunk
Routes (1965), were published by the British Railways Board in 1965 and offer a
fascinating snapshot of our nation’s railways.
In the first part of this historic facsimile edition, Dr Beeching identifies the 2,363 stations
and 5,000 miles of railway line for closure – that accounted for over 50% of all stations
and 30% of route miles. Despite nationwide protests, resulting in the saving of some
stations and lines, the majority were closed as planned and Beeching's name is to this
day associated with the mass closure of railways and the loss of many local services in
the period that followed.
‘This is a must-have piece of history for all those interested in how our towns and
cities have been affected by the reshaping of the railway network fifty years
ago.’ Roger Kershaw, Head of Military, Maritime, Transport & Family Records, The
National Archives
The Reshaping of British Railways is jointly published by Collins and The
National Archives
and is available from 31st January 2013, priced £9.99.
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About The National Archives:
For the record, for good…The National Archives is a government department and an executive
agency of the Ministry of Justice (MoJ). As the official archive of the UK government and
England and Wales, we look after and make available to the public a collection of historical
records dating back over 1,000 years, including records as diverse as Domesday Book and MI5
files.
Our 21st-century role is to collect and secure the future of the record, both digital and physical,
to preserve it for generations to come, and to make it as accessible as possible. We do this by
devising technological solutions to ensure the long-term survival of public records and working
to widen access to our collection. The National Archives also advises on information
management across government, publishes all UK legislation, manages Crown copyright and
leads the archive sector. We work to promote and improve access to public sector information
and its re-use.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk www.legislation.gov.uk
About Harper Collins:
With a heritage stretching back nearly 200 years, HarperCollins is one of the world’s foremost
English-language publishers, offering the best quality content right across the spectrum, from
cutting-edge contemporary fiction to digital hymnbooks and pretty much everything in between.
http://www.harpercollins.co.uk/

