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This issue of Archive Sector Update coincides with the formal transfer of our 
new responsibilities. This is our opportunity to bring the archive sector together 
under one coherent leadership.  In these challenging times we can move 
forward with building a sustainable and thriving sector – one that allows more 
people to access more archives more often, both in person and online.  

The National Archives has a range of partnerships, programmes and information 
at its disposal to support the sector.  The next page provides an overview and 
examples of these, including significant new programmes such as developing an 
Archives Accreditation Standard.  

Facilitating access to rich and relevant collections, both now and in the future, 
underpins everything we do. Many of the stories within this newsletter relate to 
archives which were taken in by archive services during 2010. In its Accessions 
to Repositories programme The National Archives gathers information from 
250 collecting institutions about the new accessions they have taken in over 
the past year and makes this information available via the National Register 
of Archives (NRA) and Accessions to Repositories websites. The diversity of 
collections exposed is astounding and we’ve gathered together some highlights 
from the most recent programme.

Collections do not stand still.  One of our most important pieces of work
is to develop plans to manage the transition from the current 30-year rule 

to a 20-year rule for the release of public records. 
Future issues of this newsletter will include  
updates on these plans and particularly their  
implications for Places of Deposit.

 

Finally, this newsletter is for you. We are always 
interested in feedback to ensure it remains relevant.  
If you have ideas for future issues or any stories 
you’d like to be celebrated please let us know at 
asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

The team here at The National Archives look forward 
to working with you all over the coming months 
and years as we go forward together.

Oliver Morley
Chief Executive and Keeper
The National Archives

Moving forward together
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Get, Set, and Go!
From 3rd October 2011 The National 
Archives took on the responsibility for 
the Museums Libraries and Archives (MLA) 
Council’s archives development role.

Early on we recognised the potential that comes 
from archives having a single clear voice leading 
the sector and uniting the cultural and records 
dimensions.  The Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport (DCMS) agreed that we were the right 
organisation to take this forward.  Our discussions 
with DCMS concluded last month and resulted in 
agreement that we will: 

•  Provide single leadership for the archives sector in 
England.

•  Inform government policy development, 
ensuring the sector’s interests are represented 
and supporting the sector in response to policy 
decisions.

• Support services to strengthen and develop. 

We also maintain our obligations under the 
Public Records Act and the Historical Manuscripts 
Commission Warrant.

Since the transfer was announced in April we’ve 
consider what we need to do to meet our new 
responsibilities and understand the breadth of 
challenges facing the sector at this moment in time.  

We’ve examined how we need to change how we 
work and are well on the way to putting in place 
the new team, which we are confident gives us the 
right mix of skills and expertise for our new roles.  
More recently the Transition Manager has been 
facilitating the effective handover of knowledge and 
information from MLA and assisting us in taking 
forward our new approach to engagement.  

Our first priorities will be: 

•  Refreshing Archives for the 21st Century to ensure 
it remains relevant and achievable in the current 
economic and new political landscape.

•  Working with the sector to create and then pilot 
an Archives Accreditation Standard

•  Building on MLA’s engagement approach, to 
support archives in developing sustainable 
business models and ensure the difference 
they make to organisations, communities and 
individuals is understood by decision-makers. 

•  Agreeing a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Arts Council England, to understand how we 
work together for the benefit of those working 
with and accessing cultural assets.  As well as 
policy and strategic planning, this includes the 
cross domain functions such as Designation, 
V&A Purchase Grant and Prism Funds, and 2012 
programmes, which will remain accessible to 
archives.

We will continue to develop innovative practice 

through initiating projects, such as our current 
web archiving work with local authorities, provide 
funding advice and guidance and source funding for 
targeted areas of activity such as the cataloguing 
grants programme. Next year we are proposing 
to introduce initiatives on philanthropy and new 
models of working.  If there are other particular 
programmes that you would like The National 
Archives to take forward on behalf of the sector, 
please contact us to discuss them – we are very 
ready to listen to what the sector needs.

The outline approach we shared at the end of 
September can be found here.

This is not a sprint.  The transition is by no means a 
one off event, but rather a process of working with 
archives and other key stakeholders over the coming 
months to ensure a robust and relevant approach.  

We will continue to update you via our website 
and Twitter.  We ask you to keep in touch and 
get involved in shaping the future with us to 
ensure we succeed in increasing the resilience and 
effectiveness of the national network of archives.

Anna Siddall, Transition Manager
Nick Kingsley, Head of Archive Sector 
Development

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/archiveLeadership/Together-better.pdf
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archive-leadership
http://twitter.com/#!/uknatarchives
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Down at the Bamboo Club
‘Bristol has a vibrant music scene and I’d often 
heard about the legendary Bamboo Club where 
local, Jamaican and US acts appeared, like Bob 
Marley & The Wailers or Jimmy Cliff’, says Karen 
Garvey, the Community Partnerships Officer for 
Bristol Museums, Galleries & Archives. Proudly 
billing itself as ‘Bristol’s Premier West Indian 
Entertainment Centre’, the club offered more than 

music – it housed a 
restaurant, theatre 

workshop, 

football team and the headquarters of the Bristol 
West Indian Cricket Club. DJs played the latest 
US and Jamaican releases, darts and dominoes 
monopolised the Cave Bar, and bands performed on 
the top floor. 

Tragically burned down in 1977, the club is still 
fondly remembered so it was a huge thrill when 
Tony Bullimore (the famous yachtsman) and his 
wife Lalel who owned the club deposited the 
archives with Bristol Record Office for safekeeping 

and accessibility.  Karen Garvey 
added: ‘This was the nearest 

experience to actually 

being there – seeing the original flyers, photos 
and most memorably the notorious Bamboo Club 
minute book. The rules include suit and tie dress 
codes, while swearing and offensive behaviour 
were not tolerated. One entry notes: ‘The Club 
management should use its discretion in deciding 
what disciplinary action should be taken when 
members or members’ guests are heard swearing 
(English language or Jamaican style).’ 
Wonderful!

The archives were 
deposited via the 
Bristol Black Archives 
Partnership, a 
community-led �

�The Lord Mayor of Bristol and his wife, Minister of Sport Dennis Howell, Councillor 
Wally Jenkins, Lalel Bullimore, and Club members. BRO 43845/Ph/3/8. 

Find Bamboo Club on NRA 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=B35683
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initiative working closely with the record office, 
which sourced material for deposit in the city’s 
archives. The material illustrates a display at M 
Shed, Bristol’s new flagship museum and is of 
significance to anyone interested in Bristol’s music 
scene or race relations. Film volunteers based at the 
record office also unearthed a fantastic clip of the 
early days of the Bamboo Club in the 1960s, which 
helps to capture those times. It’s reassuring that an 
important chapter in Bristol’s social and cultural 
history has been saved before it is too late.

People in the St Paul’s area knew 
each other well; word would get 
around that it was going to be a 

good night and they would all come.

�The Atlantic Rollers. The 
band played regularly at 
the Bamboo Club and 
were managed by Tony 
Bullimore (pictured 
front). BRO43845/
Ph/2/1

 — Guy Reid-Bailey

�The Bamboo Club, 7 St 
Paul’s Street, Portland 
Square, St Pauls.  
BRO43845/Ph/3/6 
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A landmark of local history acquired by Barnsley  
Archives and Local Studies 

�The Barnsley Building Society Headquarters, on the corner of Regent Street and Church Street, 1957. The Society were based in the building from 1938 
until 2004. Courtesy of Wolverhampton Archives and Local Studies

The archives of Barnsley Building Society – a unique collection so important to 
the history of the town and borough was acquired by the local archive in July 
2010.  The collection goes back to 1853 when the Barnsley Permanent Benefit 
Building Society was formed during a meeting on 5 January in the town’s Corn 
Exchange. The purpose of the society was to encourage people to buy their 
own home and to invest money and until 1890, when the first premises were 
acquired, the society held meetings in various locations.  

In 1938, the society moved to magnificent and imposing buildings erected 
for the society at the junction of Church Street and Regent Street in Barnsley. 
After the Second World War, the society changed its name to Barnsley 
Building Society and spread outwards from its central roots, opening branches 
throughout south Yorkshire, west Yorkshire and north-east Derbyshire. 

The Church Street HQ remained until 2004, when it was decided to move to 
new premises in Cheapside.  On 31 December 2008, the society was taken over 
by the Yorkshire Building Society, who kept the ‘Barnsley Building Society’ brand 
as one of their trading names. The archives remained in the former Church 
Street HQ until the building was sold in 2010.

The collection is extremely popular with researchers and includes minute books 
dating back to 1853, rule books of the society, numerous financial records, plans 
of premises, and a unique series of photographs dating back to the 19th century. 
The collection will be transferred into the new Heritage Lottery funded Barnsley 
Museum and Archives Centre which is due to open in summer 2012. 

Find Barnsley Building Society on NRA 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=B36746
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Once-derelict hotel 
in Wolverhampton 
transformed into the 
local archives
Prior to housing Wolverhampton City Archives in 
March 2009, the Grade II* listed Molineux Hotel 
building stood derelict for thirty years. This long 
period of neglect – including a fire in 2003 – was a 
far cry from the building’s original splendour. In fact, 
the building began life in the 18th century as the 
manor house of the aristocratic Molineux family, 
including a large public park featuring a boating lake 
and other sporting facilities. The park was eventually 
sold to Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. for the 
development of the Molineux Stadium. The building 
itself, as its name suggests, became a hotel. 

In its heyday in the 1950s and 1960s, the Molineux 
Hotel was a fashionable venue and local celebrities, 
including Wolves footballers, hosted their wedding 
receptions there. Thanks to Heritage Lottery funding 
and a £7.5 million renovation programme, this 
building has been restored to its former glory. 

During the refurbishment the architects met the 
unique demands that the building presented, 
modernising the building while preserving its 

historical features. The archive strongrooms are in 
a purpose-built extension compliant with BS5454, 
while still being in keeping with the rest of the 
building. The public searchroom is situated in what 
was once the ballroom of the hotel. This successful 
interweaving of past and present means that it is 
at once one of the oldest and one of the newest 
archive buildings in the country. 

In 2010, the archives received records relating to 
the restoration of the building. These include plans 
of the building, as well as detailed consultations 
over colours of the walls and carpets. During its 
period as a hotel, the building was owned by 
the Butler & Co brewery. In the 1920s, a 
new pub called the Golden Eagle opened and the 

Molineux Hotel’s grand plastered fireplace was 
moved to this pub. The deposited records include 
details of the lengthy negotiations with the pub’s 
landlord to return the fireplace to its original home. 
The records also include discussions over a set of 
original Wolverhampton Wanderers gates, which 
were unfortunately beyond repair and could not be 
salvaged.

It is fitting that the city archives should 
themselves be housed within such an iconic 
landmark, and it demonstrates to other services that 
such a move to a new or converted building can be 
done. 

�The Molineaux Hotel then, and now - as the new home of Wolverhampton City Archive. Images courtesy of 
Wolverhampton City Archive.

�Find Wolverhampton Borough Council (Molineux 
Hotel restoration project) on NRA 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=O114238
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=O114238
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Archive pace 
setters 
A selection of successful Archive Pace Setter 
projects have now been developed into case 
studies available from the Archives & Records 
Association website:

 http://www.archives.org.uk/campaigns/
aps-pace-setters.html

The Churchill Archives Centre, though built to 
house the personal papers of Sir Winston Churchill, 
has always sought to collect the private archives 
of prominent figures associated with modern 
British public and political life, and with scientific 
endeavour. The centre is located in the grounds of 
Churchill College, Cambridge, which was built both 
as a memorial to Britain’s most famous modern 
politician, and as an institution that would train 
future generations of scientists, engineers and 
technologists. 

2010 saw the announcement of significant arrivals 
from the worlds of politics and science. Sir John 
Major marked the announcement of the transfer 
of his papers to the Archives Centre with a lecture 
reflecting on his years in politics and speculating on 
the future direction of the Conservative Party and 
the Coalition Government. His papers were joined 
by those of two Nobel Prize winning scientists: Sir 
Aaron Klug, the laureate for Chemistry in 1982, 
who received the award for his development of 
crystallographic electron microscopy; and Sir Robert 
Edwards, last year’s laureate for Medicine, who 

was given the prize for his pioneering role in the 
development of in-vitro fertilization.

Science and politics collide in the papers of George 
Henry Lane Pitt-Rivers, an anthropologist whose 
research into eugenics led him into dangerous 
political waters, and whose far-right views and 
association with Oswald Mosley and figures in the 
German Nazi regime caused him to be interned 
during the Second World War. His archives include 
his own photographs of trips to the Sudetenland 
and Spain, and of the 1937 Nuremberg Rally.

The accessions for 2010 range across the political 
spectrum and across scientific disciplines.  They 
bring together the papers of politicians, diplomats, 
civil servants, military leaders and scientists, and 
they create an additional body of material that, 
after conservation and cataloguing, will be available 
to inform research. For more information see the 
website of the Churchill Archives Centre at:

 www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives

Prime Ministers, prize winners and 
prisoners: Accessions to the Churchill 
Archives Centre in 2010

2011 Archive 
visitor survey 
The results of the 2011 survey of visitors to 
UK archives are now available to view on the 
Archives and Records Association (UK&Ireland) 
website:

�http://www.archives.org.uk/latest-
news/2011-archive-visitor-survey-
published.html

Find John Major papers on NRA 

http://www.archives.org.uk/campaigns/aps-pace-setters.html
http://www.archives.org.uk/campaigns/aps-pace-setters.html
www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives
http://www.archives.org.uk/latest-news/2011-archive-visitor-survey-published.html
http://www.archives.org.uk/latest-news/2011-archive-visitor-survey-published.html
http://www.archives.org.uk/latest-news/2011-archive-visitor-survey-published.html
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=P53731
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Papers of Jan Struther come to 
the National Library of Scotland
The National Library of Scotland was recently delighted to accept the papers 
of Joyce Placzek (1901-1953). Under her pen name of Jan Struther, she created 
the character of Mrs Miniver, at first in a column for The Times, with the 
collected articles appearing in book form in 1939. 

The character really took off, however, with the 1942 Hollywood film 
adaptation starring Greer Garson. The film depicted the quiet courage and 
determination of an ordinary British family in the face of wartime suffering 
and loss. A critical and propaganda success, the film received six Academy 
Awards and was credited with a transformation in American opinion towards 
her wartime ally.

The daughter of a Scottish Liberal MP, Joyce Anstruther married Anthony  
Maxtone Graham, from a family of Perthshire landowners, in 1923. The 
marriage failed and she re-married in 1948 to Adolf Placzek, a Viennese 
architectural historian some years her junior. Their long-running love affair, 
which began before the war, is chronicled in a mass of correspondence 
between them.

Jan Struther spent most of her later years in America, where she appeared 
regularly on radio shows and on the lecture tour circuit.  She was a keen 
supporter of the Democratic Party and her correspondence contains letters 
from Eleanor Roosevelt and Adlai Stevenson.  The collection includes several 
travel journals and manuscripts of articles, verses, songs and hymns, which 
she had a gift for writing, despite her own agnosticism.  Also significant are 
the manuscripts of two unfinished works: an autobiography, and ‘Cactus and 
Columbine’, about the USA. She died in New York in 1953. 

Record offices receive new 
accessions each year from a 
wide variety of organisations and 
individuals, and from time to 
time items are donated which fall 
outside the scope of the standard 
records series.  This happened 
to Brent Record Office, when a 
presentation scroll produced for 
the conferment of the Freedom 
of the Borough of Brent to Nelson 
Mandela was listed in their 2010 
Accessions to Repositories survey. 
Why does this item remain in the 
borough, instead of among Mr 
Mandela’s many other awards in 
South Africa?

In 1990, shortly after his release 
from prison, Nelson Mandela 
visited Brent and the council 
agreed to award him the freedom 
of the borough. 

Nelson 
Mandela scroll

�Controversial Freedom of the 
Borough award (unsigned) and its 
engraved case

Continued on next page

Find Jan Struther on NRA �Find Nelson Mandela scroll in 
Accessions to Repositories 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=P42787
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions/2010/10digests/politics.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions/2010/10digests/politics.htm
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This was a hand-painted scroll 
mounted and presented in an 
engraved silver case. As well as a 
picture of the ANC flag and one of 
Wembley Stadium, an icon of the 
Borough of Brent, Mr Mandela is 
pictured with an unidentified man. 

The award was never made due to 
disagreement within the council. 
The Conservative Group used a legal 
injunction to deny the award and 
prevent the Chief Executive and 
Mayor from signing the scroll. ‘We 
were very pleased to accession it into 
the archives collections last year, 
and its inclusion in the Accessions to 
Repositories survey has allowed many 
more people to find out about this 
unusual addition to our collections’, 
says Kate Jarman, Archivist.

Medieval document 
returned to Suffolk
An early unidentified manuscript, tightly rolled 
and with little provenance, was discovered among 
the collections of the Greater Vernon Museum and 
Archives (GVMA), British Columbia, Canada.  Dan 
Bruce, Curator of the Fintry Estate, brought it to 

England on behalf of Ron Candy, Director of GVMA, in the hope of 
finding out more.  He entrusted it to a friend, Dr Richard Carden, 
who took it to the British Library.  They found a Suffolk parish 
name and suggested Suffolk Record Office (SRO).  

It was placed on temporary deposit at Ipswich for further 
investigation by Dr Ridgard’s Advanced Latin palaeography class. 
They identified it as an account roll for the manor of Redgrave 
1374-5, and started to research how it reached Vernon by 
checking the catalogue of Chicago University’s Sir Nicholas 
Bacon Collection of English Court and Manorial Documents 
1200-1785.  His chief seat was Redgrave Hall, a former manor 
of the monastery of Bury St. Edmunds. The Holt-Wilson family, 
descendants of Sir John Holt (a later owner), sold the collection 
in the 1920s, when Professor Baskerville persuaded the university 
to acquire it.  Portions of the Holt-Wilson archive are also held by 
the British Library and SRO.

The class, assisted by Redgrave local historian Diana Maywhort 
and Tim Holt-Wilson, discovered that Francis (1876-1963) and 
Villiers (1878-1936) Holt-Wilson emigrated to Canada in the 
early 20th century.  The former died at Kelowna, not far from 
Vernon and the latter in Victoria.  It is therefore possible that they 
took the roll to Canada.  The class decided to help researchers by 
transcribing and translating the roll and associated corn and stock 
account. One year later they have finished and Diana has provided 
SRO and GVMA with copies, showing how the manor operated.  

Although this roll fills a gap in Chicago’s holdings, GVMA very 
generously transferred ownership to SRO due to the local 
enthusiasm shown; this ensures that this unique piece of Suffolk’s 
heritage has been repatriated for preservation in its county of 
origin for use by current and future historians. 

�Redgrave Manor Account of Austin Garlek, Reeve 
(1374 – 1375). Ref: SROI HD2826:16093

�Find Redgrave manorial accounts in Accessions to Repositories 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions/2010/10digests/manorial.htm
Redgrave Manor Account
Redgrave Manor Account of Austin Garlek, Reeve [1374 – 1375] Cost of buildings and walls not necessary with new repairs (Ref: SROI HD2826:16093)Transcript of entryIn one carpenter for 3 days repairing the window of the Gestehal & the great soler & repairing other defects upon the same 10 [illeg] 4d. In the stipend of one reed thatcher with his servant [helper] for 1 day thatching the great room of the lord 9d. In 200 lathnayls bought for le porche of the hall 6d. In 100 lathes bought for the same 8d. In 2 door fastenings & hinges repaired with iron for the same bought for 3d. Item reed for roofing le Porche of the hall 8s. Item in the expenses of the reed thatcher & his cart to Stanton for the said reeds going & fetching them 12d per journey. Item in bread bought for the carthorses. Item in the expenses of the same to carry to the manor 2d.In one Snekke [hasp] & 1 iron latch bought for the hall window ½ d. In 100 nails bought for the hall window [in the] solar the same & for le front of the porch 6d. In 1000 tiles bought for the lord’s room 5s [illeg] & 1 quarter of whitewash [lime] bought for the same 3s. In carting of the same 13d. In one tiler with his servant for 22 days taking per day 8d tiling over the lords room 12s 10d. In 1 man hired for 1 day to [illeg] round the hall window 4d. In 3 sawyers hired for 3 days for sawing timber the room [of the lord illeg] 9d taken by the day together 15d. Item given to the sawyer for drinks price over & above 2d. In 170 [illeg] 1 day for cutting & trimming [shaving] timber & going to get it from new making in all manner various things of carpentry work 64s for each 4d. In 66 & a half [men] hired for 1 day [illeg] the house plasterer 22s 2d for each 4d price besides for 2 bushels of wheat. In 1 roofer for 43 [illeg] roofing around the same ^ & with reeds & tiles^ 14s 6d taken by the day 4d. In his helper for 10 days 2s 6d by the day 3d. In 160 nails bought for the same 2s 7d. In 1 man hired for 4 days for the same 10¼ d by the day 2¼ d. In one hired man Adam atte Haghe for making doors & windows & all other necessary in the aforesaid armigers house 8s in all. In 500 nails bought for the windows 20d price for 100 4d. In 100 Durnayls [doornails or studs] bought for the same 6d. Item in nails bought for the Wynskot 2d. In 10 pairs [illeg] & fastenings bought for the windows of the said chamber & 2 door fastenings & 2 hinges for le Warderobe 3s 11d. In 8 hooks bought for the same 4d.Sum total £8 9d. 

lcowdrey
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by lcowdrey
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German-born neurologist Ludwig Guttmann was the 
first Director of the National Spinal Injuries Centre 
at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Buckinghamshire 
appointed when it opened in March 1944. 

A pioneer in new treatments for spinal injuries,  
Guttmann introduced not only improvements 
to the medical care of patients but also social 
rehabilitation, encouraging them to undertake 
activities such as woodwork, watch-repairing and 
sporting activities, such as wheelchair basketball on 
the ward. Archery was also popular as it relied on 
upper body strength, which meant that paraplegics 
could compete with anyone.

Guttmann long desired to have part of the 
Olympic Games dedicated to disabled people 
and in July 1948, to coincide with the opening 
ceremony of the London Olympic Games, held an 
archery demonstration in the grounds of Stoke 

Mandeville Hospital and the Star and Garter Home 
at Richmond.  Sporting competitions became an 
annual event at the hospital, attracting more sports 
and more competitors from different spinal units 
year on year. The first ‘international’ competition 
was in 1952 when a team from a spinal unit in the 
Netherlands came to Stoke Mandeville to compete.

Links with the Olympic Games strengthened when 
the International Stoke Mandeville Games, the 
first ‘Paralympic Games’, was held in the same city 
in 1960 (Rome) and then in1988 the Paralympic 
Games was held straight after the Olympic Games 
in Seoul, Korea (in the same venues). On 19 June 
2001, an agreement was finally signed between 
the IOC and the IPC securing this practice for the 
future.  London 2012 will be the first Games where 
the organisation for the Olympic and the Paralympic 
Games has been completed in tandem, thus being 
the closest to Guttmann’s dreams of disabled 

athletes competing alongside their non-disabled 
counterparts.

Over the last two years, the Centre for 
Buckinghamshire Studies has been involved in a 
project designed to celebrate the county as the 
birthplace of the Paralympic movement.  The 
Mandeville Legacy project is funded by the Legacy 
Trust UK and SEEDA through the Accentuate 
programme, and at the project’s heart are the 
archives and artefacts that make up the Stoke 
Mandeville collections.  The archive material is 
being listed, conserved and digitised so that it can 
be used for exhibitions in 2012 and as inspiration 
for creative projects, as well as being preserved for 
the future.  For more information about the project, 
please see the website:
 
mandevillelegacy.org.uk

Sir Ludwig 
Guttmann, Father 
of the Paralympic 
movement

Mandeville Legacy artwork by Rachel Gadsden

�Find Ludwig Guttmann in Accessions to Repositories 

www.mandevillelegacy.org.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions/2010/10digests/sport.htm
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Marie Owens has 
joined the Archives 
and Records 
Association (UK 
& Ireland) (ARA)
as Head of Public 
Affairs. Marie will 
work with John 
Chambers, ARA’s 
Chief Executive, and 
the ARA Council to 
manage all aspects 
of external affairs 
and communication. 

She will take the lead in lobbying government, 
Parliament and other public bodies. She aims to 
raise awareness of, and pride in, the role of archives 
and all who work in them, and guide the ARA on 
issues of reputation and public policy.  Marie will be 
administering the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
Archives and History. 

Before joining ARA Marie was Communications 
Director at Middlesex University and before that 
worked for many years at the British Library in both 
public relations and preservation roles. 

Introducing a new 
Head of Public   
Affairs at ARA

Marie Owens

Was St John’s Wood the first garden suburb in 
Britain?  This is the question posed by Mireille 
Galinou in her superb history of this picturesque 
London suburb titled Cottages and Villas: The Birth of 
the Garden Suburb, Yale University Press, 2010.  The 
St John’s Wood Estate was developed by members 
of the Eyre family from 1805, a century before 
the national garden city movement, and its villas 
housed famous artists such as Sir Lawrence Alma-
Tadema.  Its residents are now actively contributing 
to the St John’s Wood Memories website, one of 
the community archive sites hosted by the City of 
Westminster Archives Centre.

In January 2011 the archives centre was delighted 
to receive on indefinite loan a large collection of 
Eyre Estate archives, which had formerly been held 
at the estate office, together with Mireille’s detailed 
catalogue.  These records joined several deposits 
of leases made by the estate’s solicitors since the 
1970s, which had largely been overlooked because 
the sorting and listing were incomplete.  Mireille 
upgraded these old lists ready for input into the 
Archives Centre’s CALM database alongside her new 
catalogue.

There are some real treasures to be found in the 
new deposit, including the finest set of architectural 

elevations of houses in a Westminster estate 
archive.  These are made available in digital form 
to protect the originals in bound volumes.  Another 
interesting element of the archive arises from the 
involvement of relatives of the Eyre family with 
plantations in the West Indies in the 18th century.  
They kept registers of their ‘chattels’ including 
detailed descriptions of their slaves.

The acquisition of such a significant estate archive, 
together with catalogue data and digital images of 
vulnerable records, provides an excellent example 

of partnership 
working with 
a depositor.  
Mireille’s book 
launch, in 
the splendid 
surroundings 
of the Long 
Room at Lord’s 
Cricket Ground, 
celebrated the 
opening-up of 
this valuable 
collection for 
wider research.

Garden suburb at the 
heart of Westminster

�Elevation of Alexandra Road, 
1869 (Book 7, page 257)

Find Eyre family of St Johns Wood on NRA 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/searches/subjectView.asp?ID=F6782
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Manchester Chinese Archive has won 
the National Archive Volunteering 
Project Award for 2011
Manchester Chinese Archive 
has won the National Archive 
Volunteering Project Award 
for 2011.
The project aimed to tell the story of 
the Chinese community in Greater 
Manchester. A diverse group of 
volunteers conducted over 55 oral 
history interviews and undertook their 
own research. They photographed 
and filmed community events 
and catalogued photographs and 
documents which were donated 
or loaned by the community. An 
exhibition was developed, as well 
as a website and digital photograph 
archive, a publication and a series 
of learning events. At the end of the 
project in May 2011 the Manchester 
Chinese Archive was deposited with 
Manchester Archive and Local Studies 
(MALS), from where volunteers 
continue to work on the archive.
The project was the unanimous 
choice of the judges, who particularly 
praised the sustainability of both the 
partnerships that had been forged 

and the ongoing work on the archive 
in its new home. The project was 
‘coherent’ and ‘genuinely innovative’ 
and its impact was ‘clearly 
demonstrated’.   
The project, which was funded by 
Heritage Lottery Fund, was made 
possible by the close collaboration 
of Manchester Chinese Centre, MALS 
and the Museum of Science and 
Industry. 
The National Archive Volunteering 
Project Award is led by the Archives 
and Records Association (UK & 
Ireland) in partnership with the 
Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council, the Scottish Council on 
Archives, The National Archives and 
the Welsh Assembly Government. 
Submission date for the 2012 awards 
will be in June 2012. More details are 
on:
www.archives.org.uk 

�www.manchesterchinesearchive.
org.uk 

�Volunteers from the Manchester Chinese Archive celebrate their win

www.archives.org.uk
www.manchesterchinesearchive.org.uk
www.manchesterchinesearchive.org.uk
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Launch of Manorial Documents 
Register for Nottingham
On 21 June the Nottinghamshire section of the Manorial Documents Register 
was launched at a special event held at Nottinghamshire Archives.

The project run by Nottinghamshire Archives in association with the University 
of Nottingham Manuscripts and Special Collections was funded by The National 
Archives. It updates and computerises the previously hand-written index. This 
had been commenced in 1926 and was compiled by the Public Record Office 
and the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts, on behalf of the Master of 
the Rolls. The register records information on Nottinghamshire manorial records 
from over 255 manors, held at 49 different locations worldwide, some in 
publicly accessible institutions and others still in private ownership.  The project 
took project archivist Neil Bettridge five months to complete.

The launch was carried out by Councillor John Cottee, Nottinghamshire County 
Council cabinet member for Culture and Community. Neil Bettridge then 
introduced and demonstrated the register; Peter Lester from Nottinghamshire 
Archives spoke on ‘Nottinghamshire’s Manorial Archives: Examples, Use and 
Interpretation’;  Richard Hunt of Manuscripts and Special Collections gave a 
talk on ‘Manorial Records in the Context of Archival Holdings at the University 
of Nottingham’; and the event was concluded with Nottinghamshire Archives’ 
Chris Weir speaking on ‘Discovering Manorial Landscapes in the East Midlands’.

The launch generated considerable media interest with pieces on Central TV 
news, BBC online and in the local press. The register can be accessed at: 

nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr

�Map of the Manor 
of Eakring, 1604.     
Reference: 
DDSR/22/17 
Copyright 
Nottinghamshire 
Archive

The National Archives' online bookshop

Check out the Archives and Records section 
in our online  bookshop for great titles on 
record keeping and archive practice.

nationalarchives.gov.uk/bookshop

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/bookshop/category.aspx?c=12
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Update on 
Camden
Reference group formed to 
inform future of Local Studies 
and Archives service, London 
Borough of Camden.

Following on from the pieces in the 
last Archive Sector Update about 
the affects of local authority budget 
reductions on services, Camden 
Council has formed a reference group 
to consult interested and expert 
bodies on how to implement a £70k 
reduction to the overall budget by 
2012-13.  This is chaired by the 
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member 
for Environment, Councillor Sue 
Vincent.  

The membership currently comprises 
local groups of users and amenity 
societies, The National Archives, 
Archives for London and Kath 
Shawcross, who provides a perspective 
from another London Borough service 
(Sutton).  

The first meeting concentrated on 
developing a longer term vision of the 

future service and various options for 
funding and delivering it.  

The National Archives is particularly 
concerned that the response to the 
reductions in budget should include 
a  long-term plan to attract capital 
investment and to sustain and develop 
the service. This will be challenging, 
but given the support from users 
and councillors and the richness of 
the collections we are optimistic a 
solution can be found.

Digital 
Continuity
The Digital Continuity project is 
now in its final phase. This involves 
embedding service delivery within 
The National Archives, working with 
you to advocate digital continuity 
management, and helping you to 
realise the benefits and value from 
using the service. 

Benefits include legal compliance, 
increased accountability and 
transparency, efficiency savings, and 

support for policy making and service 
delivery. 

If you want to find out more 
or require support in managing 
your digital continuity, just email 
digitalcontinuity@nationalarchives.
gsi.gov.uk or visit:

  nationalarchives.gov.uk/
digitalcontinuity

Charles Sturt 
papers
Archival, library and museum 
institutions across the country can 
now apply for the allocation of papers 
of explorer Charles Sturt (1795-1869), 
which the government has accepted 
in lieu of tax. 

The collection consists of Sturt’s 
journal, papers, watercolours and 
drawings relating to his expedition to 
central Australia from 1844-46. 

Any library, record office or analogous 
institution in the UK interested in 
being allocated the papers should 
contact the Principal, Private Archives 
Team, Archives Sector Development, 
The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew TW9 4DU or email
asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk in 
the first instance. 

Applications for allocation of this 
material must be received in writing 
at the same address by 14 October 
2011.

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/summer-2011.pdf.pdf
mailto:digitalcontinuity@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:digitalcontinuity@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/digitalcontinuity
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/digitalcontinuity
mailto:asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
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Freedom of Information Update
Copying Documents in Fragile or Difficult Formats 
(FS50347199)
A recent decision by the Information Commissioner may be of interest to 
archivists and conservators:

 http://www.ico.gov.uk/~/media/documents/decisionnotices/2011/
fs_50347199.ashx

East Tuddenham Parish Council received a request for photocopies of a large 
quantity of their minutes, which were handwritten in bound volumes now held 
at Norfolk Record Office (NRO). The parish council refused to provide copies 
on the grounds that it did not have appropriate copying equipment to make 
photocopies without risk of damage to the originals, which constitute a legal 
record but offered the option of inspection instead.

Section 11 of the Freedom of Information Act requires public authorities 
to comply with an applicant’s preferences in regard to the format in which 
information is provided, unless it is not ‘reasonably practicable’ to do so. The 
Commissioner accepted that ‘it is also important that vulnerable documents 
receive appropriate protection’ and that this was not an instance of the council 
deliberately trying to make access difficult, as reasonable alternative means 
of access were provided. Copies of minutes in a loose-leaf format should be 
provided, as there was no significant risk of damage in photocopying these. It 
is also interesting that the Commissioner recognised that facilities (including 
to use one’s own digital camera to take copies) were now available at NRO to 
those wanting access to the records.

However, the Commissioner also found that the parish council should have 
notified the applicant of the reasons for its refusal to supply photocopies, as 
required by section 11(3). 

Keeping up to date with FOI online
There are several ways to keep up to date with what is happening in the FOI 
world. Below is a sample list of blogs and websites you may find useful. It is not 
exhaustive and inclusion does not imply endorsement of opinions or content.

Blogs
http://foiman.com/ 
An anonymous FOI practitioner who shares their views on topical issues. 
http://www.panopticonblog.com/ 
A blog about information law (mostly FOI) written by lawyers, including 
summaries and explainations of Information Tribunal cases. 
http://amberhawk.typepad.com/amberhawk/ 
Mainly data protection but also covers FOI.
http://foia.blogspot.com/ 
The FOI blog run by the Campaign for Freedom of Information.
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/research/foi/monthly-updates/
UCL’s Constitution Unit publishes a monthly newsletter on FOI and data 
protection.

Websites
http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
The Information Commissioner’s Office gives guidance (note the new Guidance 
Index which has replaced the document library), FOI/EIR Decision Notices and 
news items.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals/tribunals/
information-rights/index.htm 
The Information Rights Tribunal’s website contains decisions on appeals to the 
Tribunal.

Mailing lists
JISC supports mailing lists for both FOI and data protection: 
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=DATA-PROTECTION 
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=FREEDOM-OF-
INFORMATION 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/~/media/documents/decisionnotices/2011/fs_50347199.ashx
http://www.ico.gov.uk/~/media/documents/decisionnotices/2011/fs_50347199.ashx
http://www.ico.gov.uk/~/media/documents/decisionnotices/2011/fs_50347199.ashx
http://foiman.com/
http://www.panopticonblog.com/
http://amberhawk.typepad.com/amberhawk/
http://foia.blogspot.com/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/research/foi/monthly-updates/
http://www.ico.gov.uk
http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals/tribunals/information-rights/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals/tribunals/information-rights/index.htm
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=DATA-PROTECTION
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=FREEDOM-OF-INFORMATION
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=FREEDOM-OF-INFORMATION
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The Archive Awareness Campaign 

This year’s theme of ‘Culture and Diversity’ 
invites archives and the public to celebrate 
culture, diversity, creativity and the arts. 

The campaign honours local artists who have 
made an impact on the history of our communities, as well as bringing to light 
stories and artefacts from the places, people and cultures that make up the UK 
today.

�Gems of Black Cultural Archives 
At Brockwell Hall, London until 9 October 2011

Still life with a pot of tea: the story of the Lyons teashop lithographs 
 At  London Metropolitan Archives until 14 December 2011

Arts and Crafts, Art Deco and the Atomic Age: 160 Years of Designing 
Britain
At Scottish Borders Campus, Netherdale, Galashiels until 23 December 2011

For more events see:
www.archiveawareness.com/events

Funding advice workshops in 
2011 and 2012
The National Archives runs workshops for anyone planning to make an 
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund.

‘Your Heritage’ grants 
workshop

Thursday 9 February 2012  
Thursday 8 March 2012

‘Heritage’ grants 
workshops

Thursday 13 October 2011
Thursday 15 March 2012

Places are FREE but are limited so advance booking is essential. Places are 
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information and to book:

 nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/our-services/your-
heritage-grants-workshop.htm

Events at 
The National 
Archives, Kew

We hold a range of events at The 
National Archives, from free public 
talks on records of interest, to training 
courses for archivists and academics.

For information on our events visit:
nationalarchives.gov.uk/events

�������������Catalogue Day 
25 November 2011
A free, one-day event showcasing 
some of The National Archives' 
cataloguing projects and progammes.
Places are limited so please book early 
to avoid disappointment.

�������������Titanic 2012 
14 April 2012
Tickets now on sale for this one-
day conference to commemorate 
the centenary of RMS Titanic. Book 
before 31 October 2011 to save 
with our early bird discount.

www.archiveawareness.com/events
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/our-services/your-heritage-grants-workshop.htm
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/our-services/your-heritage-grants-workshop.htm
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/catalogue-day.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/events/titanic-2012.htm


Contacts

Some key contacts in Archives Sector Development are given 
here. If you would like to get in touch with us, or if you have ideas 
for inclusion in future issues of Archive sector update, email us at 
asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. Please note that we reserve 
the right to edit articles.

Head of Archive Sector Development: Nick Kingsley

Transition Manager: Anna Siddall

Acting Public sector team leader: Malcolm Todd

Private archives team leader: Norman James

Strategic Collection Development team leader: Cathy Williams

The following people are the current lead roles for each 
region/country:

Northern Ireland  Norman James
Scotland   Alex Ritchie
Wales    Jessamy Carlson
South-East   Melinda Haunton
South-West   James Travers
Yorkshire and Humberside Andy Rowley
East of England  Liz Hart
North-West   Kevin Mulley
East Midlands   Nick Coney
West Midlands  Nick Coney
North-East   Andrew Rowley
London locals north of river Malcolm Todd
London locals south of river Rosie Logiudice
London specialist  Sam Velumyl and Fleur Soper

© Crown copyright 2011

You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To 
view this licence, visit The National Archives; or write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU; or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Any enquiries regarding this document/publication should be sent to us at asd@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm
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