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INFORMATION ON SERIES OF DOCUMENTS  

 

Series HO 140/1-417 

Title Home Office: Calendar of Prisoners 1868-1934 

Structure HO 140, Pieces 1-417. The rest of the series have closure dates up to 100 years 
and are therefore not included in this Licensed Internet Associateship package.  
 

After Trial Calendars of prisoners arranged yearly, then alphabetically by county 
and chronologically within county. Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man are 
included.  

The calendars bound under Middlesex for the years 1868-1897 include those for 
HM Gaol Newgate of prisoners awaiting trial at the Central Criminal Court, as 
well as calendars for quarter sessions held within the county. These Central 
Criminal Court Calendars are printed with separate sections for the London 
(City), Middlesex, Essex, Kent, Surrey and Admiralty jurisdictions, and they 
contain some information additional to that in the county calendars. The volumes 
from 1898 onwards include separate sections for each of London, Central 
Criminal Court, London (North of the River), London (South of the River) and 
Middlesex. 

Size/Scope 
Totals: Approximately 208,500 images with approximately 625,500 named 
individuals 

417 bound volumes of after trial calendars are lists, for the most part printed, of 
prisoners tried at Assizes and Quarter Sessions. They include the following 
information: Number, Name, Age, Trade, Previous Convictions, Name & Address 
of Committing Magistrates, Date of Warrant, When Received into Custody, 
Offence as Charged in the Commitment, When Tried, Before Whom Tried, 
Verdict of the Jury, Sentence or Order of the Court. A mixture of single and 
double images. Usually 6 volumes per year, arranged by county. Approx. 
average number of images per volume: 500 with an average number of 3 named 
individuals per image and roughly 1,500 named individuals per volume.  

 

Physical Format 
and Condition 

Large, heavy, bound volumes ranging from foolscap to <A3 size. Most bindings 
in decent condition. Some edges of pages are dog-eared but with minimal loss of 
data. 

Popularity Between 1st January 2009 and 31 December 2009 this series of records was 
requested in the reading rooms at The National Archives 856 times. In a 
package with other related material it is expected to be of even greater interest 
to the public.  

Research Guide 
Tracing 19th and 20th Century Criminals 
 
Sources for Convicts and Prisoners 

Possible areas 
for indexing 

Name, Age, Date of Warrant, Offence, Sentence or Order of Court 

Any other 
information 

Section 62 of the Prison Act 1865 provided for gaolers to deliver to Judges of 
Assize and Justices in Quarter Sessions calendars of the prisoners in their 
charge, and it was probably at some point in the next three years that the Home 
Office issued instructions that it should be sent copies of each calendar so 
compiled. 
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