
 

  
 

FORUM ON HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS AND 
ACADEMIC RESEARCH 

 

  

Date: Friday 25 September 2020 

Time: 10.00 - 11.03 

Venue: Virtual Meeting 

Chair: Sir Terence Etherton, Master of the Rolls 

Minutes: Isabel Saunders, Senior Governance Coordinator and Secretary to the 
Advisory Council 

Members:  Ms Hillary Bauer (HB), Deputy Chair 
  Dr Helen Forde (HF) 
 Professor Leon Litvack (LL) 
 Ms Lesley Ferguson (LF) 
 Ms Adele Redhead (AR), Independent Forum Member 
 Ms Jenny Shaw (JS), Independent Forum Member 
  Dr Jeannette Strickland (JSt) 
  
Others in attendance: 

The National Archives (TNA) 

Mr Jeff James (JJ) Chief Executive and Keeper (ex officio) 
Dr Valerie Johnson (VJ) Director of Research and Collections 
Head of Standards & Improvements 
Dr Emma Markiewicz (EM) Head of Archives Sector Development 
Mr Sam Whaley (SW) Head of Strategy and CEO’s Office 
Ms Pip Willcox (PW) Head of Research 
Mrs Asha Bagayat (AB) Head of Governance 
Senior Advisor (Manorial Records) - Agenda Item 7 
 
Members of the Advisory Council on National Records and Archives (as observers) 
 
Professor Phillip Johnson 
Ms Helene Pantelli 
Mr Martin Uden 
 
MR’s Office 
 
Ms Amy Shaw, Office of the Master of the Rolls 
 
1. Welcome, Introductions, Apologies and Declarations of Interest 
 
1.1 The Chair welcomed members and other attendees to the meeting.    

 
1.2 The Chair introduced Isabel Saunders to members as the new secretary to the Advisory 

Council on National Records and Archives. 
 
1.3 No apologies for absence were received.  
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1.4 No declarations of interest were made.   
 

 
2. Minutes, Matters Arising and Action Log  
 
2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 29 July 2020 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 Matters Arising 
 
2.2 JJ confirmed he would check for progress on Police records. 
 
ACTION: JJ to check progress on Police records. 
 
 
3.    Keeper and Historical Manuscripts Commissioner’s (HMC) Update 
 
3.1   JJ noted TNA was considering the implications of the Prime Minister’s most recent guidance, 

to work from home where possible, on government department’s record transfers. 
 
3.2  Members commended TNA on their initiative with the Swedish School. 
 
3.3  Members queried whether services for the public were continuing to reopen. JJ stated the 

hope was to expand the offer of further public services in October, however special 
requirements, staff bubbles, and the quarantining of records, needed consideration first. 

 
3.4  Members requested information on the storage strategy at a future meeting. JJ confirmed he 

would bring information to a future meeting. He noted Kew repositories are maintained close 
to capacity, so consideration was necessary for larger accessions.  

 
ACTION: JJ to bring further information on storage strategies to the Forum.  
 
3.5  Members thanked the Keeper for the update.  
 

 

4. Review of the Forum’s Objectives and Results of the Members Skills Audit 
 

4.1  The Deputy Chair introduced the report and thanked her colleagues for completing the 
survey. 

 
4.2 The report detailed the results of the members’ skills audit covering members’ qualifications, 

membership of other bodies, specialist interests, skills and knowledge. The report also 
contained the Forum’s Terms of Reference and the Forum’s objectives. 

 
4.3 The limits of geographical spread of members and their connections with other institutions 

was noted, particulary in relation to Wales. It was also noted that experience of diversity and 
digital archiving was limited.  

 
4.4 Members noted however that, given the small number of members on the Forum it would 

always be a challenge to cover all objectives. 
 
4.5 It was agreed that it would be desirable to address any gaps in future recruitment of 

members. 
 
ACTION: AB to enquire with the Office of Public Appointments on what can be included in an 

advertisement.   
 
 
4.6 JS noted she had links with many charity associations and requested this be reflected in the 

Appendix. 
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ACTION: IS to update the skills audit responses to reflect this.  
 
4.7 Members noted they had been trying to undertake more work between meetings and 

increase their engagement to fulfil the Forum’s objectives and were grateful to TNA for their 
proactivity with sector updates. 

 
  
5. Update on Research and Academic Engagement 

 
5.1   PW presented the update, which covered research applications, policy internships, doctoral 

training, academic events, research across TNA and recruitment. 
 
5.2  Members thanked TNA for the report and looked forward to further advertisement of the 

annual digital lecture. 
 
 

6. Archives Sector Update  
 

6.1 EM introduced the report, which covered records at risk, digital strategy, the capital taxes 
workshop, archive service accreditation and TNA’s archives sector leadership role. She gave 
a verbal addendum on providing a GDPR toolkit, with more detail on this to be provided at 
the December meeting.  

 
6.2 Members requested a copy of the notes from the Capital Taxes workshop. The Deputy Chair 

noted the challenges for the Acceptance in Lieu scheme when dealing with digital archives. 
The Head of Standards and Improvements suggested an item for the next Forum meeting 
focusing on the shifting of the balance of power on items of archival significance, and the 
necessary potential amendment of the various tax schemes to better accommodate digital 
material.  

 
ACTION: The Head of Standards and Improvements to prepare a report on potential amendments 

to tax schemes to accommodate digital material. 
 
 

7. Update on Manorial Documents Register 2022 Programme 
 
7.1 The Head of Standards and Improvements introduced the report, noting event proposals 

would continue to be shared with the Forum. The report covered the current programme 
planning and the manorial documents survey. 

 
7.2 The Chair noted TNA had not written to the Royal Courts of Justice to ask about hosting of 

the event and urged them to do so without delay. 
 
7.3  Members asked to which particular networks they should circulate the Manorial Documents 

Survey, to better understand the current use of manorial documents. The Head of Standards 
and Improvements confirmed circulation should be to all areas, additional consideration may 
need to be given to areas of legal history. 

 
ACTION: The Head of Standards and Improvements to write to the Chair’s Private Office at the 

Royal Courts of Justice with a formal request to use the Royal Courts of Justice to host an 
event and to request assistance in suggesting legal bodies not already contacted by TNA. 

 
7.4 Members queried the use of exhibitions as part of the 2022 programme. The Head of 

Standards and Improvements noted Nottingham University would display some of their 
manorial records and there would be encouragement for local archives to showcase any 
material they have.  

 
The Forum welcomed the update, encouraged the team to progress possible exhibitions 
given necessary lead times and congratulated the team on the manorial documents survey.  
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8.  Any Other Business 

 
8.1 The Chair noted he would bring Sir Geoffrey Vos, the incoming MR and Chair of the Forum, 

to the December meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 11.03am. 
 
 

 
Date of next meeting:  3 December 2020 

 


