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This document is a copy of a petition by 12 members of the British West Indies 

Regiment protesting that they were denied a pay increase awarded to other serving 

soldiers. They also protest at the refusal to grant officer commissions to ‘coloured 

West Indians’, denying them the opportunity to progress despite undertaking the 

same duties as white soldiers. The document also includes a later petition at the time 

of the Taranto Mutiny setting out further grievances after the end of the war. 

The British West Indies Regiment was formed in 1915 following increasing pressure 

from those wishing to sign up on the islands. In August 1915 a Recruiting Committee 

was appointed in Barbados and over 2,000 men signed up, more than the initial 

agreed quota required from the island.  

The petitions are included in correspondence between Barbados and the Colonial 

Office at the time. The first is accompanied by a covering letter from J Challenor 

Lynch, chairman of the Recruiting Committee, explaining that the men protesting 

were some of the first to volunteer from Barbados on the promise they would be 

treated in the same way as other British Regiments. One of the first signatories, 

Private J C Hope, received the Distinguished Conduct Medal. His recommendation 

read: ‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When wounded in four places, 

including a broken arm, he displayed the most conspicuous courage and 

determination in assisting another man, who was also wounded, to return to camp, a 

distance of over a mile’ (WO 372/23/57522). 

The second petition is related to the Taranto Mutiny of December 1918. After the 

Armistice a group of 180 black sergeants signed a petition demanding the same pay 

increase that was given to the rest of the British Army under Army Order 1 of 1918. 

Unlike the West India Regiment, the British West Indies Regiment was established 

on the same terms as imperial British regiments, and should have received the pay 

rise, Forty nine men from the regiment were found guilty of mutiny. 

According to a telegram dated February 1919 from the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, members of the British West Indies regiment from Barbados and other 

listed Caribbean countries were granted the same increases as other regiments. 

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D6110823
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