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Introduction

Finding Aid Women’s Histories

This resource contains a hyperlinked list of National Archives current resources for Women’s 
histories on The National Archives website. It includes education resources, online exhibitions, 
research guides, blog posts and podcasts by staff and external writers and links to external 
websites.

The intention for this resource is to make it easier for teachers to find resources for teaching 
a diverse curriculum. We are committed to further improving our resources and continuing to 
increase the women’s histories told through our education resources and collections.

This document will be updated periodically to add new resources that have been made available 
through our website.

At The National Archives the voices of men, in the most part, frame our collections, reflecting the 
historic interests of government/past societies. Archives tend to reflect the values and biases of 
their makers; these values have changed a lot over the 1000 years of our collections. The further 
back we go into our records, the less present women’s voices are, as in the Medieval and Early 
Modern periods. 

Traditionally, history has focused on more male dominated fields of research, such as political 
history and military history, rather than the social and cultural spheres where historically women 
are often more likely to be found. Yet the threads of women’s experiences weave throughout our 
records; from monarchs to paupers; suffrage campaigners to black power campaigners. Women 
in positions of power tend to be the most visible in the records, the voice of the ‘everywoman’ 
proves much harder to find. 

The experiences of women are framed by the state, so may not be speaking freely or using their 
own words, and yet the collections are rich. The disruptive protests of the Suffragettes, militant 
campaigners for votes for women, are framed by the interests of government. Records relating 
to Suffragettes can be found in the Home Office, concerned about keeping public order, or in 
the Treasury, recording the costs of damage and policing, and yet, despite the context of the 
records, we have one of the strongest collections on the history of the British suffrage movement. 
When women were disruptive, they have tended to leave footprints in the archive, and therefore 
women in protests can often be found, in peace campaigns or in struggles for equal pay. 

As women gained the right to vote and stand as Members of Parliament, the concerns of women 
are increasingly represented in our collections, up to and beyond the era of Margaret Thatcher, 
divorce by mutual consent and the Gender Recognition Act. It must be recognised however that 
while women’s voices are marginalised in our records, this is often compounded when people 
faced other factors of marginalisation and oppression; such as the experiences of women of 
colour, bisexual and lesbian women, working-class women and disabled women. 

Women can be found throughout our collections, but their narratives are often harder to find. As 
this resource shows we are working to reclaim the voices of women and address these historical 
imbalances, to represent an inclusive history of everyone in the resources we now develop. 



This resource was produced using documents from the collections of The National Archives and other copyright holders. Images from 
copyright holders other than the National Archives may not be reproduced for any purposes without the permission of the copyright 

holder. Every reasonable effort has been made to trace copyright but the National Archives welcomes any information that clarifies the 
copyright ownership of any unattributed material displayed.
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Existing online resources reflecting in part/
whole Women’s histories

Finding Aid Women’s Histories

This finding aid contains many different types of resource available via The National Archives 
website and its Education Website pages. The following list provides an overview of what to 
expect from each category of resource. 

Themed Collections
Collections of 10-50 original documents with transcripts and some audio files, on particular 
themes relating to the National Curriculum and exam specifications. These are often by 
introduced by a specialist historian. Students, teachers and researchers can use our themed 
collections to develop their own questions and lines of historical enquiry.

Topic Websites
Websites and online exhibitions dedicated to a topic or theme. Some of these are rather old and 
haven’t been updated, however their source content is still useful for study.

Lessons
Lessons using original documents available with downloadable packs designed for use in a 
classroom either as a whole or can adapted by teachers.

Research Guides
Informative guides written by National Archives collections experts offering advice on document 
series and useful tools for conducting your own research into our collections. 

Blog Posts
Blogs featuring original documents. All posts written by staff and researchers working at The 
National Archives. 

Bookable Education Sessions
Bookable free workshops run by the Education service for school aged students, available onsite 
or online. 

Independent Research

Virtual Classroom/ Videoconference

Time Travel TV & History Hook

Young People’s Projects
Resources created by young people during projects at The National Archives.

Talks, Podcasts and Webinars

External websites
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Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

Significant People

The monarchy of Elizabeth I 

6

This collection of documents introduces students 
and teachers to the reign of Elizabeth I through the 
original State Papers selected and introduced by 
historian of the period, Dr.Tracy Borman

From writers to royals, politicians, artists, inventors 
or campaigners, this selection of sources, based on 
records held at The National Archives, can be used 
in the primary classroom to support the National 
Curriculum element ‘significant individuals’.

Nicola de la Haye, Lady Jane Grey, Elizabeth I,           
Mary Tudor, Levina Teerlinc, miniaturist the English 
royal court. Queen Anne, Queen Victoria, Ellen Terry,    
Sophia Duleep Singh, Edith Cavell, Grace Darling, 
Florence Nightingale, Mary Wheatland, Amy Johnson, 
Noor Khan, Annie Kenney, Christabel Pankhurst,   
Floella Benjamin

Includes different aspects of Elizabeth’s 
reign including the marriage question 
and succession, her style of monarchy, 
religious and foreign policy, or her 
relationship with Mary Queen of Scots.

Early modern witch trials

These documents explore questions such as how the persecution 
of witches was instigated, encouraged or enabled by the authorities 
or communities. How was the church involved? What type of people 
experienced persecution? 

Includes documents on the Lancaster Witches: examinations of Margaret 
Johnson, Mary Spencer, and Frances Dickenson, Also the cases of Joan 
Guppie Agnes Samson, Elizabeth Tibbots, and group Scottish women 
accused of witchcraft and others.

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-people-collection/

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/elizabeth-monarchy/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/early-modern-witch-trials/

Image: COPY 1/66 f100 Grace Darling (1815-1842) 
cut out figure design, 1884. 

Image: ASSI 45/11/1/93 Defence of Susanna Hincliffe & Anne Shillitoe.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-people-collection/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/elizabeth-monarchy/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/early-modern-witch-trials/


Georgian Britain

Jacobites 1745

Themed Collections

James I

7

Documents on the nature of monarchical power, challenges to the 
Church of England and the relationship between king and parliament. 

Themes include James I’s extravagance; the Hampton Court 
Conference, the impact of Catholicism; union with Scotland, relations 

between crown and parliament, and the Spanish match.

Documents include 
a love letter from 

Endymion Porter to 
his wife, 17 July 1623

Image: Cartoon by George Cruikshank published by W. Fores, 
16 Panton Street, 23 July 1820 (TS 11/115/326 (41))

Women’s Histories

Protest & Democracy (part 2)

Documents include the Cato Street conspiracy women’s petition 1820; Queen Caroline’s Divorce

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/georgian-britain-age-modernity/

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/jacobite-1745/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/james-i 

Document collection on the 
Jacobite Rebellion of 1745.

Documents on the Georgian period 
covering themes of: road transport; 
Industrial Revolution; philanthropy; 

design and taste; crime

Documents include: Caroline of 
Brunswick, as Boadicea by satirical 

cartoonist George Cruikshank; Items              
belonging to Mary Smith, who lived at 

Christ’s Hospital in London. 

Documents include Flora MacDonald’s testimony on assisting 
the Pretender; Soldiers’ letters home to their wives.

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/protest-democracy-1818-1820/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/georgian-britain-age-modernity/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/jacobite-1745/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/james-i
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/protest-democracy-1818-1820/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

8

Significant events

Significant places

From the sealing of Magna Carta to 
Decimalisation in 1971, this selection of 
sources, based on records held at The National 
Archives, can be used in the primary classroom 
to support the National Curriculum element 
‘significant events’ beyond living memory.

The collection contains some of the popular 
choices used for exploring historical places and 
helps to provide context for significant figures 
or events selected studied in the classroom.

Documents include illustration showing events at 
Peterloo 1819, including Sarah Hargreaves of the 
Female Union and women in the crowd; Emily 
Wilding Davison & Epsom Derby; Suffragettes 
outside Parliament; Coronation of Elizabeth II

Documents include women listed in 
Kensington census return; photographs of 
women agricultural workers, osier-peelers, 
circus performers, brick-makers, holiday-
makers in Blackpool, factory workers and at 
Notting Hill carnival.

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-events/

     https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-places/

Image: ZPER 34/142 Photograph showing Emily Davison’s 
suffragette protest at the Epsom Darby, June 1913

Image: COPY 1/380 Photograph by P.H. Emerson 
showing girls osier- peeling, or removing the bark from 
willow rods used to make baskets, 1887.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-places/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

9

Victorian Industrial towns

Workhouse Voices

Suffragettes on file

Documents relating to urban living 
conditions in the 19th century.

Includes Sarah Roberts cholera case

A collection of written by paupers to the 
Poor Law Commissioners, both men 

and women

A selection of documents relating to the suffragette 
movement including material from the Home 

Office, Metropolitan Police prison files, and the 
Women’s Social and Political Union offices which 

were used as exhibits in the trial of Emmeline 
Pankhurst and other leaders, including their 

correspondence and the Suffragette newspaper. 

Introduced by Dr Diane Atkinson

Includes letters from pauper women, 
wives and mothers.

Emmeline Pethick Lawrence, Lady 
Constance Lytton, Millicent Fawcett, 

Elsie Howey, Mary Richardson, Emily 
Wilding Davison, May Billington, Ellen 

Pitfield, Lillian Ball, Annie Kenney, 
Emmeline Pankhurst, Christabel 

Pankhurst and others.

http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-industrial-towns/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/workhouse-voices/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/

Image: Photograph from the ‘Illustrated London News’ showing a Suffragette protest 
outside Parliament, February 1913 (Catalogue ref: ZPER 34/142)

http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-industrial-towns/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/workhouse-voices/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

10

Cats and mice

Outrage at Kew

First World War: Medicine on 
the Western Front: Part 2

Small collection of documents on tactics used by 
suffragettes, police and government.

Documents covering police, suffragette 
& government tactics with audio files.

Documents on the activities of suffragettes Olive 
Wharry and Lilian Lenton.

The records in this collection include war diary 
extracts which evidence the nature of trench warfare 
and the injuries and diseases experienced by those 
who fought on the Western Front. Other sources on 
Women’s Army and Nursing Services give insight into 
their work and the difficult circumstances in which 
they worked.

Olive Wharry and Lilian Lenton with 
audio files.

Women’s Army and Nursing Services 
on the Western Front.

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/cats-and-mice/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/outrage-at-kew/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/medicine-on-the-western-front-part-two/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/cats-and-mice/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/outrage-at-kew/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/medicine-on-the-western-front-part-two/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

11

1920s 
Britain 

(part 1)

1920s 
Britain 

(part 2) 

1930s Britain

Covering themes of women’s 
employment, training, higher education, 

maternity clinics, women police, the 
franchise 1928,

Marie Stopes, Margaret Bondfield

‘The Well of Loneliness’ by Radclyffe 
Hall first published by Jonathan Cape 

Limited.

Political and social aspects of 1930s Britain 
including unemployment, hunger marches, 

the economy slum clearance, the new national 
government, fascism, the Peace Ballot and 

leisure.

Women’s League of Health and Beauty 
1937, Women’s stories about living 

unemployment with in 1930s;  Margaret 
Bondfield on female unemployment

https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/twenties-britain-part-one/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
education/resources/twenties-britain-part-

two/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/thirties-britain/

Image: PRO 30/69/1668 Pt. 4  Labour Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald with Margaret Bondfield, the first 
female member of the Cabinet and Minister for Labour in 
the government of 1929–31.

https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/twenties-britain-part-one/
https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/twenties-britain-part-one/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/twenties-britain-part-two/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/twenties-britain-part-two/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/twenties-britain-part-two/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/thirties-britain/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

12

Attlee’s Britain 1945-1951

Cold war on File

Documents covering the economy, 
rationing, housing, the welfare state, 
the National Health Service, the 
nationalisation of coal, railways and 
electricity.

Documents relating to the Cold War, from the war 
time alliances, Berlin Airlift, conflict in Korea, events 
in Hungary, the Cuban missile crisis and Britain in the 
nuclear age including aspects of civil defence.

Women’s Greenham Common protest

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/attlees-britain/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/cold-war-on-file/

Image: A poster to advertise National Insurance maternity benefits, 
1946 (INF 2/66, page 29)

Image: Cartoon from a collection of newspaper 
cuttings kept by the National Health Service, 
1948-1949, (MH 55/907)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/attlees-britain/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/cold-war-on-file/


Women’s HistoriesThemed Collections

13Image: Sikh recruits in the First World War. Catalogue reference: CN4/8 (35)

1960s Britain 

The purpose of this document collection is to 
allow students and teachers to develop their 
own questions and lines of historical enquiry 

on the social and cultural aspects of 1960s 
Britain.

Letters from Mary Whitehouse about the BBC; 
Report on women’s employment; Mary Quant

1950s Britain 

The purpose of this document collection is to 
allow students and teachers to develop their 
own questions and lines of historical enquiry 

on the political and social aspects of 1950s 
Britain.

Barbara Hepworth

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/sixties-britain/

Image: INF 6/1237  Production notes and script for a short 
film item about Mary Quant in “London Line Colour “C” 
No.4″, 1966

Image: WORK 25/201 Sculptor Barbara Hepworth working 
on pieces at her St. Ives studio for the Festival of Britain 
exhibition, 25th October 1950

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/fifties-britain/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sixties-britain/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sixties-britain/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/fifties-britain/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/fifties-britain/
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Women’s Histories

Power, passion and parchment 

Power, Politics and Protest

Cabinet Papers

15

A website celebrating 500th anniversary of Henry VIII. The section on Passion covers Henry 
VIII’s relation with his six wives

Civil War: 1642-49

Topic Websites

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/henryviii/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/politics/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/default.htm

This website contains a section on the suffragette 
movement and their tactics including the actions of 
Emily Davison.

Emily Davison

Core records of the British Cabinet from 1915 onwards 
that have been digitised, with full searchable. 

Search for topics relating to history 
of women e.g. Equal Pay Act 1970; 
Representation of the People Acts 1918 
& 1921; Sex Disqualification (removal) 
Act 1919; Abortion Act 1967.

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/

Documents about the civil wars and the people who 
lived through them - in their own words.

Includes the Petition of Mary Baker; a 
letter from a lady wanting peace.

The Victorians

A website with sources relating to Queen Victoria, 
childhood, women, The Great Exhibition, The British 
Empire and Local History.

Sections on:  Victorian Women; Life of 
Queen Victoria.

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/victorians/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/henryviii/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/politics/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/default.htm
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/victorians/


Topic Websites Women’s Histories

Image: INF 3/403 Women of Britain. Come into 
the factories... Artist Zec  1939-1946

Second World War

Crime & Punishment

Britain 1906-1918

16

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/candp/default.htm

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/britain1906to1918/

Investigate crime in Britain, its 
prevention and punishment, from the 

13th century to the present.

Documents covering violent crimes against medieval 
women, witchcraft cases, 18th century female 

petitions for justice, female borstals in 1938 and the 
case of Ruth Ellis.

A website using documents about 
Britain at the beginning of the 20th 
century including the campaign for 

women’s suffrage.

Documents covering the fight for the vote, women’s 
health, and their role in First World War.

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
worldwar2/index-of-resources/

Documents taking a fresh look at the biggest conflict 
in history

Christine Glanville SOE agent; ‘Pam’ mystery woman in 
Operation Mincemeat.

Home Front

Life during the Second World War on the home front.

Women’s Land Army, Women’s Voluntary Services, 
Auxiliary territorial Service and women in factories; 

Letter from Jenny Fleming to Herbert Morrison.

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
homefront/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/candp/default.htm
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/britain1906to1918/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2/index-of-resources/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2/index-of-resources/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/homefront/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/homefront/


Women’s Histories

17

Women in Uniform

Secrets and Spies

Treasures from the National 
Archives

    http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womeninuniform/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/spies/

Documents covering how women have played an 
important role in wartime, working as nurses over the 
centuries.

Nurses in the Crimea, nurses in the 
British army, Scottish hospitals, Royal 
Naval Service, women in Second World 
War.

Website including documents on spies, codes and 
ciphers.

Mary Queen of Scots: SOE agent  
Nathalie Sergueiew alias ‘Treasure’

    http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/museum/

A showcase website with some iconic documents from 
The National Archives.

Includes Catherine Howard, Elizabeth 
I, Jane Austen, Mary Smith, Queen 
Victoria’s census, female child criminal

Topic Websites

Image: C 114/190  The belongings of Mary Smith when she died in 
1810. Mary Smith once lived at Christ’s Hospital in London. She was 
described as a ‘lunatic’. 

Image: SC 13/N3 Great seal of Elizabeth I

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womeninuniform/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/spies/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/museum/


18

The Art of War,
British Propaganda 1939-1945

Through a Lens

This website showcases records from 
the Ministry of Information and features 

many original pieces of wartime 
propaganda from dozens of artists in 
a range of media. This artwork covers 

recruitment, volunteering, production, 
recycling, health and safety and public 

safety.

Includes work by artist Laura Knight;

Women also feature in wartime  
propaganda artwork.

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/theartofwar/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/through-a-lens/  

Collection of images, taken from the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

photographic collection which spans 
the globe and more than 100 years of 

history

Women feature in photographs from 
Asia, Africa, Americas, Australasia

Topic Websites Women’s Histories

Image: INF 3/108 “Land Army girl” by Laura 
Knight, Date unknown

CO 1069/652

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/theartofwar/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/through-a-lens/


Women’s Histories

Ugandan Asians: 
Talks, Outreach project and 
Personal accounts on the 40th 
anniversary of expulsion

Focus on film

Moving Here

Records talk, Reminiscence, project artwork.

   https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/category/ugandan-asians-event/

   http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/focuson/film/film-archive/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/moving/

A collection of early film clips to present 
including those relating to suffragettes.

Search Film Archive for women 
1900-present

Migration stories of women included An archived website covering 200 years of 
migration to Britain

Topic Websites

Community responses to the 
Caribbean through a lens 
Outreach project

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean/

Poetry, videos, photographs & Reflections article on the photographic project.

19

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/category/ugandan-asians-event/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/focuson/film/film-archive/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/moving/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean/
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Women’s HistoriesLessons

Medieval castles

Kennilworth castle

England’s Immigrants 
1330-1550

21

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/medieval-castles/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kenilworth-castle-part-two/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/englands-immigrants-1330-1550/

The purpose of this enquiry is to allow students to 
explore documents relating to the general function of 
castles.

Document where King Edward I granted 
Portchester Castle to his mother, 1273

This lesson uses different types of original medieval 
records to examine how Kenilworth Castle functioned 
in times of peace and war during the ‘Middle Ages

Petition of Mary de Shepeye to King 
Edward II, 1322

Petition of Joan, widow of Sir Hugh de 
Quilly to King Edward II, 1322

This is a database which expands our knowledge of 
early immigration. The database reveals evidence 
about the names, origins, occupations and households 
of foreigners who chose to live and work in England in 
the era of the Hundred Years War, the Black Death and 
the Wars of the Roses. 

Includes a teaching resource developed from the data 
base on female migrants.

Female migrants from 1330-1550

Petition of Mary de Shepeye to King Edward II, 1322, Catalogue ref: SC 8/6/272.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/medieval-castles/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kenilworth-castle-part-two/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/englands-immigrants-1330-1550/


Lessons

22

Women’s Histories

The Great Seal of Elizabeth I 

Murder at Kirk O’ Field

Women and the 
civil wars

The Great Seal can reveal important clues about the way 
a monarch wished to be seen by their subjects and the 

responsibilities that they had. Elizabeth I wanted to create an 
image of herself that would impress her subjects.

Second Great Seal of Queen Elizabeth I.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-great-seal/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kirk-o-field/

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/women-english-civil-wars/

The story of Mary Queen of Scots and her marriage to 
Lord Darnley shows both the romantic and the brutal 

side of politics in the 16th century.

Letters from Mary Queen of Scots and 
Elizabeth I

This lesson has a History Hook video starter activity 
based on one of our documents to ‘hook’ students into 

the lesson tasks that follow. The lesson explores the 
stories of some of women whose lives were changed 

by the English Civil Wars.

Several petitions and other documents relating to 
women during the civil wars.

Great Seal of Queen Elizabeth I (SC 12/N3)

The Resolution of the Women of London to the 
Parliament’ (1642) © British Library

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-great-seal/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/kirk-o-field/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/women-english-civil-wars/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/women-english-civil-wars/


Women’s HistoriesLessons

23

Queen Anne

Say ‘cheese’: a portrait of 
Queen Victoria’s family

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/queen-anne/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/say-cheese/

Lesson using different documents to find out about 
Queen Anne.

A lesson based on a photograph of Queen Victoria and some 
of her children on a very special and normally happy occasion. 
But no one looks very happy. Why?

Queen Anne’s seal; a treasury document 
and a petition relating to the monarch.

T40/4 Portrait of Queen Anne, 1702The Second Great Seal of Queen Anne, used 
from 1707-1715, (Obverse: front)

Queen Victoria and Family 1898 (COPY 1/438/728)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/queen-anne/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/say-cheese/
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Florence 
Nightingale

Census detective

Victorian Railways
Did they create more crime?

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/florence-nightingale/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/census-detective/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-railways/

Documents outlining the work of Florence Nightingale 
in the Crimea.

This lesson uses the census to find out 
about the past.

Contemporary government report on the work 
Florence Nightingale

Women reflected in three pages from the census in 
1851, 1861 and 1911.

Documents include cases of women committing crime at railway stations.

Linton’s Desiccated Coconut, 
1885, (Catalogue ref: COPY 
1/71 f11)

Victorian food and 
drink

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-
food-and-drink/

A lesson about different food products for sale in Victorian England

Advertising posters featuring women in advertising posters for 
different products.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/florence-nightingale/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/florence-nightingale/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/census-detective/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-railways/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-food-and-drink/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-food-and-drink/
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Suffragettes ‘in Trousers’

19th Century 
people

Evacuation to Shropshire

Past Pleasures

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-in-trousers/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/19th-century-people/

    https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/evacuation-to-shropshire/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
resources/past-pleasures/

How did men support votes for women? Documents on the male support for the suffragette 
movement

Photographs and census material showing women 
and their families

What was it like in the Second World 
War?

Stories of two female evacuees

Photographs and images of women cycling and playing 
croquet

Cyciists, 1891 (COPY 1/95 f.294)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-in-trousers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/19th-century-people/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/19th-century-people/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/evacuation-to-shropshire/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/past-pleasures/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/past-pleasures/
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English Language GCSE images

Caribbean photographs

Belsen

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/people-gcse-english-language/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/caribbean-history-photographs/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/belsen-concentration-camp/

What did the British find when they 
entered Belsen concentration camp?

Female cyclists; woman in post war 
kitchen, swimming in Scarborough; Lady 

Mayor G.S.F. Morgan.

What can we learn from these photographs about women?

Photograph and documents on Belsen 
female prison guards

COPY1-435 (62) Group of female cyclists, 
Sittingbourne, Kent 1898

Camp guards at Belsen, photographed by British 2nd Army 
photographer.  (WP 239/19)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/people-gcse-english-language/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/caribbean-history-photographs/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/belsen-concentration-camp/
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Online activity book

Class clips: video 
Elizabeth I

Class clips: video 
Women’s football in First 
World War

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-people/

   https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-elizabeth-i/zvr392p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-the-history-of-womens-football/zbdjvk7

Florence Nightingale, Elizabeth I

Document penned by Elizabeth I

A scrapbook of sources on female 
footballers

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-people/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-elizabeth-i/zvr392p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-the-history-of-womens-football/zbdjvk7
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Women’s suffrage

Women’s land army

First World war women’s 
nurses records

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-suffrage/

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-land-army/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-nurses-
service-records-1914-1918/

How to find this material in our collections.

How to find this material in our collections.

How to find this material in our collections.

Military Nurses
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/military-nursing/

This guide expands on the information in our three shorter guides on military nursing, British Army 
nurses, Royal Navy nurses  and Royal Air Force nurses.

Royal Air Force Nurses 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-air-force-nurse/

How to find this material in our collections.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-suffrage/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-land-army/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-nurses-service-records-1914-1918/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-nurses-service-records-1914-1918/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/military-nursing/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-air-force-nurse/
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Royal Naval nurses and 
medical officers

Women in the British Army

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-nurses/

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/women-in-british-army/

How to find this material in our collections.

How to find this material in our collections.

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 
service records 1917-1920

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-army-
auxiliary-corps-service-records-1917-1920/

How to find this material in our collections.

Women’s Royal Air Force 
personnel

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-
force-personnel/

How to find this material in our collections.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-nurses/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/women-in-british-army/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-army-auxiliary-corps-service-records-1917-1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-army-auxiliary-corps-service-records-1917-1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-force-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-force-personnel/
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Women’s Royal Air Force 
service records 1918-1920

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-
force-service-records-1918-1920/

How to find this material in our collections.

Women’s Royal Naval Service 
personnel

Women’s Royal Naval service 
records 1917-1919

Sexuality and 
gender identity history

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-
service-personnel/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-
service-records-1917-1919/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/gay-lesbian-history/

How to find this material in our collections.

How to find this material in our collections.

How to find this material in our collections.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-force-service-records-1918-1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-air-force-service-records-1918-1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-service-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-service-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-service-records-1917-1919/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/womens-royal-naval-service-records-1917-1919/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/gay-lesbian-history/
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Introduction

The National Archives website has a large collection of blogs which cover a wide range of themes 
relating to women’s histories. They offer teachers and students a great way to dive into original 
documents, introduce a topic or support research and essay writing.

Series of blogs looking at Hair in the Archives

African Princess in Guy’s: The story of Princess Adenrele Ademola

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/author/ejoseph/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/african-princess-in-guys-the-story-of-princess-adenrele-ademola/

Peace to millions of women’: A history of the cervical smear test

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/peace-to-millions-of-women-a-history-of-the-cervical-smear-test/

Fighting a great fight: Women workers at Ford Dagenham

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fighting-a-great-fight-women-workers-at-ford-dagenham/

Nancy Astor: 100 years of women in Parliament

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nancy-astor-100-years-of-women-in-parliament/

100 years of women in the professions: The Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-sex-disqualification-removal-
act-1919/

LGBTQ+ history: Maud Allan and ‘unnatural 
practices among women’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lgbtq-history-maud-allan-unnatural-
practices-women/

Image: COPY 1/550/190 Maud 
Allan dressed as ‘Salome’, 
1910.

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/author/ejoseph/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/african-princess-in-guys-the-story-of-princess-adenrele-ademola/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/peace-to-millions-of-women-a-history-of-the-cervical-smear-test/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fighting-a-great-fight-women-workers-at-ford-dagenham/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nancy-astor-100-years-of-women-in-parliament/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-sex-disqualification-removal-act-1919/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-sex-disqualification-removal-act-1919/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lgbtq-history-maud-allan-unnatural-practices-women/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lgbtq-history-maud-allan-unnatural-practices-women/
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Blog Posts Women’s Histories

Women’s place in Parliament

Book-women after the Great Fire of London

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-place-parliament/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/book-women-after-great-fire-london/

Myth-busting the women’s suffrage movement

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/myth-busting-womens-suffrage-movement/

‘Raided!!’ London headquarters of the Women’s Social and Political 
Union

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/raided-london-headquarters-womens-social-political-union/

The Life Peerages Act: a legacy of the women’s suffrage campaign

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-peerages-act-legacy-womens-suffrage-campaign/

100 years since the formation of the Women’s Royal Air Force

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/100-years-since-formation-of-womens-royal-air-force/

International Women’s Day 2018

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/international-womens-day-2018/

Women in newspaper offices, 1917 (catalogue reference 
MH 47/142)

Women’s Land Army Parade, Word War II (catalogue 
reference MAF 59/146 (f) )

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-place-parliament/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/book-women-after-great-fire-london/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/myth-busting-womens-suffrage-movement/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/raided-london-headquarters-womens-social-political-union/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-peerages-act-legacy-womens-suffrage-campaign/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/100-years-since-formation-of-womens-royal-air-force/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/international-womens-day-2018/
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The Representation of the People Act 1918: Votes for (some) women, 
finally

First World War: the women of Buxton Lime Firms

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/representation-people-act-1918-votes-women-finally/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war-women-buxton-lime-firms/

Discover the Women’s Suffrage movement through our records

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-suffrage-national-archives/

Emmeline Pankhurst Day: our records on women’s suffrage

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/emmeline-pankhurst-day-exploring-womens-suffrage-records/

Women in engineering in the First World War

The Women’s Land Army in eight 
documents

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-engineering-first-world-war/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-land-army-
8-documents/

Land girls, Spitfire girls and spies: 
women in war

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/wings-victory/

Striking women: labour unrest among 
First World War female workers

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/striking-women-
labour-unrest-amongst-first-world-war-female-workers/

Blog Posts

Image: INF 13/140 (19  World War II poster – Lend A Hand On The 
Land – Join The Women’s Land Army

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/representation-people-act-1918-votes-women-finally/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war-women-buxton-lime-firms/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-suffrage-national-archives/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/emmeline-pankhurst-day-exploring-womens-suffrage-records/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-engineering-first-world-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-land-army-8-documents/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-land-army-8-documents/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/wings-victory/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/striking-women-labour-unrest-amongst-first-world-war-female-workers/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/striking-women-labour-unrest-amongst-first-world-war-female-workers/
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The First World War’s forgotten women: ANZAC girl

The Women’s Institute: it’s not all jam and Jerusalem

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-wars-forgotten-women-anzac-girl/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-institute-jam-jerusalem/

Keeper’s Gallery: Women in Second World 
War art

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-in-second-
world-war-art/

Files on Film: women policing women

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/files-film-women-policing-women/

The working women’s struggle for the vote

Getting creative with our collections: a women’s history zine workshop

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/working-womens-struggle-vote/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/getting-creative-collections-womens-history-zine-workshop/

Official discourses and personal sources: Women’s History Month

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-
part-1/

Official discourses and personal sources: Women’s History Month, part 2

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-
part-2/

Blog Posts

Image: INF 3/1235, ATS girls in gunnery control 
positions, 1939-1946, artist Marc Stone

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-wars-forgotten-women-anzac-girl/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-institute-jam-jerusalem/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-in-second-world-war-art/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/women-in-second-world-war-art/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/files-film-women-policing-women/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/working-womens-struggle-vote/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/getting-creative-collections-womens-history-zine-workshop/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-part-1/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-part-1/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-part-2/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/official-discourses-personal-sources-womens-history-month-part-2/
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Archives and agency: Sex work and the state

Women’s rights: Keeping up appearances 
or winning the war?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-and-agency-sex-work-and-the-state/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-rights-
keeping-up-appearances-or-winning-the-war/

Reclaiming the records: Sex work and the state

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reclaiming-the-records-sex-work-and-the-state/

The birds and the bees: Sex education in the early 20th century

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/birds-and-bees-sex-education-in-early-twentieth-century/

Fifty years since the 1970 Equal Pay Act

Books to celebrate the legacy of Florence Nightingale

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fifty-years-since-the-1970-equal-pay-act/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/books-to-celebrate-the-legacy-of-florence-nightingale/

Lady in the Archives: The life of Florence Nightingale (part one)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-of-florence-nightingale-part-one/

Lady in the Archives: The life of Florence Nightingale (part two)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lady-in-the-archives-the-life-of-florence-nightingale-part-two/

Blog Posts

Image: ‘Women’s Club. Members of a Maendeleo Club at Kabete to 
learn to make tea’ (catalogue reference: INF 10/158/11)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-and-agency-sex-work-and-the-state/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-rights-keeping-up-appearances-or-winning-the-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womens-rights-keeping-up-appearances-or-winning-the-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reclaiming-the-records-sex-work-and-the-state/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/birds-and-bees-sex-education-in-early-twentieth-century/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fifty-years-since-the-1970-equal-pay-act/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/books-to-celebrate-the-legacy-of-florence-nightingale/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/life-of-florence-nightingale-part-one/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lady-in-the-archives-the-life-of-florence-nightingale-part-two/
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‘No vote, no census’: The 1911 suffrage census protests

Why was Mrs Churchill in Moscow on VE Day?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/no-vote-no-census-the-1911-suffrage-census-protests/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/why-was-mrs-churchill-in-moscow-on-ve-day/

Reform: Violence and the struggle for suffrage

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reform-violence-and-the-struggle-for-suffrage/

Deceptive, deviant and dextrous: Your humble petitioners?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/deceptive-deviant-and-dextrous-your-humble-petitioners/

Thalidomide: Limb-fitting centres

Suffragettes and the Black Friday protests: 18 November 1910

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/thalidomide-limb-fitting-centres/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffragettes-and-the-black-friday-protests-18-november-1910/

Gentleman Jack: Anne Lister – the first modern 
lesbian?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/gentleman-jack-anne-lister-the-
first-modern-lesbian/

Mistaken identity: Elizabeth Burley and the Contagious Diseases Acts

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mistaken-identity-elizabeth-burley-and-the-contagious-diseases-
acts/

Blog Posts

Portrait of Anne Lister (1791-1840), by Joshua Horner, c.1830

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/no-vote-no-census-the-1911-suffrage-census-protests/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/why-was-mrs-churchill-in-moscow-on-ve-day/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reform-violence-and-the-struggle-for-suffrage/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/deceptive-deviant-and-dextrous-your-humble-petitioners/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/thalidomide-limb-fitting-centres/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffragettes-and-the-black-friday-protests-18-november-1910/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/gentleman-jack-anne-lister-the-first-modern-lesbian/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/gentleman-jack-anne-lister-the-first-modern-lesbian/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mistaken-identity-elizabeth-burley-and-the-contagious-diseases-acts/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mistaken-identity-elizabeth-burley-and-the-contagious-diseases-acts/
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‘Plucky Pioneers’: the 1918 General 
Election

Medieval Church and State, and the nun who faked her own death

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/plucky-pioneers-
1918-general-election/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/medieval-church-state-nun-faked-death/

The 1913 Suffrage Pilgrimage: peaceful protest and local disorder

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-1913-suffrage-pilgrimage-peaceful-protest-and-local-disorder/

How to research your suffrage ancestor

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/research-suffrage-ancestor/

Suffragette outrage and prayers at St Paul’s

100neHundred: dancing to remember the fight for the vote

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffragette-outrage-prayers-st-pauls/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/100nehundred-dancing-remember-fight-vote/

Alice Hawkins, suffragette and working woman

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/alice-hawkins-suffragette-working-woman/

Millicent Fawcett: her statue is unveiled in Parliament Square

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/millicent-fawcett-statue-unveiled-in-parliament-square/

Blog Posts

Photograph of head & shoulders 
of Miss Christabel Pankhurst, 1910. 
Reference: COPY 1/550/238

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/plucky-pioneers-1918-general-election/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/plucky-pioneers-1918-general-election/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/medieval-church-state-nun-faked-death/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-1913-suffrage-pilgrimage-peaceful-protest-and-local-disorder/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/research-suffrage-ancestor/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffragette-outrage-prayers-st-pauls/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/100nehundred-dancing-remember-fight-vote/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/alice-hawkins-suffragette-working-woman/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/millicent-fawcett-statue-unveiled-in-parliament-square/
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Suffragettes, 1912: ‘Rather broken windows than broken promises’

Suffrage and Mr Hardy

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rather-broken-windows-broken-promises/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffrage-mr-hardy/

Hosting the Suffrage flag

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hosting-the-suffrage-flag/

Mary Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley: extraordinary mother and daughter

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mary-wollstonecraft-mary-shelley-extraordinary-mother-
daughter/

Death, the doctor and the detective writer (Dorothy L. Sayers)

Lady Jane Grey’s correspondence

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/death-doctor-detective-writer/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lady-jane-greys-correspondence/

Rosa May Billinghurst: suffragette, campaigner, ‘cripple’

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rosa-may-billinghurst-suffragette-campaigner-cripple/

Domestic duties only? WRNS and the First World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domestic-duties-only-wrns-first-world-war/

Blog Posts

Sex, Spies and another Scandal: the other Profumo affair

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/sex-spies-another-scandal-profumo-affair/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rather-broken-windows-broken-promises/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffrage-mr-hardy/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hosting-the-suffrage-flag/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mary-wollstonecraft-mary-shelley-extraordinary-mother-daughter/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mary-wollstonecraft-mary-shelley-extraordinary-mother-daughter/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/death-doctor-detective-writer/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lady-jane-greys-correspondence/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rosa-may-billinghurst-suffragette-campaigner-cripple/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domestic-duties-only-wrns-first-world-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/sex-spies-another-scandal-profumo-affair/
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The Inter-Departmental Committee on Abortion

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/inter-departmental-committee-abortion/

‘Having fear of death before me’: life before the 1967 Abortion Act

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fear-death-life-1967-abortion-act/

Wettin to Windsor: changing the royal name

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/wettin-windsor-changing-royal-name/

Till death do us part? Divorce in medieval England

‘A Most Lamented Princesse’: an English 
princess at Versailles

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/till-death-us-part-divorce-medieval-england/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lamented-princesse-
sudden-death-princess-henriette-anne-england/

Blog Posts

The oration given at the funeral of Henriette on 21 August was 
published as a pamphlet in 1670 (catalogue reference: SP 117/696)

Food for thought? Rationing and the Second World War

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/food-thought-rationing-second-world-war/

Pocahontas in London, 1616-17

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pocahontas-london-1616-1617/

Lost voices from the Civil Wars

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lost-voices-civil-wars/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/inter-departmental-committee-abortion/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fear-death-life-1967-abortion-act/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/wettin-windsor-changing-royal-name/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/till-death-us-part-divorce-medieval-england/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lamented-princesse-sudden-death-princess-henriette-anne-england/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lamented-princesse-sudden-death-princess-henriette-anne-england/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/food-thought-rationing-second-world-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pocahontas-london-1616-1617/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lost-voices-civil-wars/
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Surviving the 17th century: the widowed and the fatherless

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/surviving-17th-century-widowed-fatherless/

My Tommy and Hetty’s War: the show must go on

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/tommy-hettys-war-show-must-go/

Keeping tabs on suffragettes: the official watch list

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/keeping-tabs-suffragettes-official-watchlist/

Equal pay for equal work: female munitions 
workers in the First World War

The image of the female munitions worker

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/equal-pay-equal-work-
female-munitions-workers/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/image-female-munitions-
worker/

Celebrities, a former Prime Minister and the Workhouse

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/celebrities-former-prime-minister-workhouse/

A woman’s war 1914-1918

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womans-war-1914-1918/

Blog Posts

Poster showing female munitions workers: ‘These Women Are Doing Their Bit. 
Learn To Make Munitions’ (catalogue reference EXT 1/315/17)

A glimpse into mental health history

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/glimpse-mental-health-history/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/surviving-17th-century-widowed-fatherless/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/tommy-hettys-war-show-must-go/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/keeping-tabs-suffragettes-official-watchlist/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/equal-pay-equal-work-female-munitions-workers/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/equal-pay-equal-work-female-munitions-workers/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/image-female-munitions-worker/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/image-female-munitions-worker/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/celebrities-former-prime-minister-workhouse/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/womans-war-1914-1918/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/glimpse-mental-health-history/
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Women’s Histories

Illustrating diversity

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/illustrating-diversity/

Reuniting the long lost Aero Girls (and boys)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reuniting-long-lost-aero-girls-boys/

Ada Lovelace day

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ada-lovelace-day/

The Brighton bomb (Mrs Thatcher & Cabinet)

‘Our Special Agent’: ‘Fifi’ and the Special Operations Executive

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/brighton-bomb/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/special-agent-fifi-special-operations-executive/

Motoring towards liberation

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/motoring-towards-liberation/

Painter Rose Wylie revealed as one of the long lost Aero Girls

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/painter-rose-wylie-revealed-one-long-lost-aero-girls/

Blog Posts

Ada Lovelace, portrait by Alfred Edward Chalon (1838) . Under 
Creative Commons via Wikimedia Commons

An image of a late 19th century Japanese hand tinted photographic 
studio portrait, entitled “Wind Costume”. Catalogue reference: CO 
1069/416 f.48

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/illustrating-diversity/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/reuniting-long-lost-aero-girls-boys/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ada-lovelace-day/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/brighton-bomb/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/special-agent-fifi-special-operations-executive/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/motoring-towards-liberation/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/painter-rose-wylie-revealed-one-long-lost-aero-girls/
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Poems for a princess (Noor Inayat Khan)

Jobs for the girls?

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/poems-princess/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/jobs-girls/

A Royal bundle of joy- (commemorative food gift parcels given to 
mothers in 1948)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a-royal-bundle-of-joy/

Emily Davison and the 1913 Epsom Derby

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/emily-davison-and-the-1913-epsom-derby/

The Hunger Games (Suffrage movement)

You have two cows (Witchcraft cases)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-hunger-games/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/you-have-two-cows/

Girls on file…  (Miss May Billinghust, Suffragette)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/girls-on-file/

Pride and prejudice (Lesbian history in Women’s Royal Air Force & 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force files)

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pride-and-prejudice/

Blog Posts

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/poems-princess/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/jobs-girls/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a-royal-bundle-of-joy/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/emily-davison-and-the-1913-epsom-derby/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/the-hunger-games/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/you-have-two-cows/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/girls-on-file/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pride-and-prejudice/
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Education Sessions Women’s Histories

Elizabeth I in her own words

46

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/elizabeth/

What can we learn about Elizabeth’s style of ruling?

Enquiring 
into 

Elizabeth
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

education/sessions/enquiring-into-
elizabeth/

What were the issues 
faced by England’s most 

famous Tudor Queen?

KB 27/1241/2 Coram Rege Rolls, initial detail, 
Elizabeth I, 1572

Suffragettes
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/suffragettes/

How can we find out about suffragettes and the reactions to 
their methods?

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/elizabeth/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/enquiring-into-elizabeth/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/enquiring-into-elizabeth/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/enquiring-into-elizabeth/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/suffragettes/


Women’s HistoriesEducation Sessions

Suffragettes 
through 
government 
eyes: ‘A little 
daylight game’?

Crisis in the reign of Mary I

Choosing for the Archives 
(SEND)

47

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
sessions/government-suffragettes/

  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/crisis/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/choosing-for-the-archives-send/

[Includes Elizabeth I and other people]

How can we find out about someone from the past, using 
documents, images and objects?

What do the records reveal about 
the movement?

How far can Mary I’s reign be considered a time of crisis?

Black Friday demonstration, 18 November 1910 
(COPY 1/551)

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/government-suffragettes/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/government-suffragettes/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/crisis/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/choosing-for-the-archives-send/
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Independent Research Women’s Histories

Suffragettes

49

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/personalstudy/

Image: AR 1_528, suffragettes 1914

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/personalstudy/
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Virtual Classroom / Videoconference Women’s Histories

Whitechapel
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/whitechapel/

How can we find 
about what 

Whitechapel was 
like in 1888?

Documents cover 
women in the census

Images: extracts from MEPO 6/77, 
Habitual Drunkards, and RAIL 1034/70 
Ordnance Survey Street Map

51

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions/whitechapel/
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Women’s HistoriesTime Travel TV &  
History Hook

Census detectives

Post Second World War 
immigration 

53

Covers Floella 
Benjamin and 

Windrush

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/time-travel-tv/census-detectives/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/bound-for-britain/

Covers Queen 
Victoria’s census

Image: EXT11-82-31 of 31 Victoria and Albert Wedding procession illustration, 1840

Image: Still from History Hook ‘Bound for Britain’ , Floella Benjamin, by Roger Harris, CC BY 3.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/time-travel-tv/census-detectives/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/bound-for-britain/
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Women’s HistoriesYoung People’s Projects

Suffrage Tales

Holding History

55

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/suffrage-tales/ 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/holding-history/

To mark the 100-year commemorations of the Representation of the People Act, the Education 
Service worked with professional film-maker, Nigel Kellaway, to engage young people (aged 16-19) 

with suffrage records held at The National Archives.

The film includes the story of Sophia Duleep Singh.

Working with professional filmmaker, Nigel Kellaway, our young people had the opportunity to 
explore original documents from our collection spanning key events and lesser-known personal 

stories from the past 1,000 years of history, considering questions such as: 

What is The National Archives? How has it changed and developed over the centuries? What are the 
challenges, threats and importance of an archive in today’s world?

The film includes the story of Noor Khan.

What is The National Archives? 

Who fought for Suffrage in Britain and how did the 
government respond? 

Image: Still from ‘suffrage Tales’

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/suffrage-tales/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/archive-experiences/holding-history/


Women’s HistoriesYoung People’s Projects

Mental Health on Record

Letters of Lockdown

56

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/mental-health-on-record/

   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/letters-of-lockdown/

‘Mental Health on Record’ is a stop-motion animation film made by young filmmakers during the 
summer of 2019. The group worked with professional filmmaker Nigel Kellaway to create the film. 
The National Archives partnered with Richmond Borough Mind and Jon Bartlett, a mental health first 
aid instructor, on the project.

During 2020, we invited families and 
children to contribute to our ‘Letters of 
Lockdown’ project by writing letters in 
response to documents from our collection 
and their experiences of lockdown.

These special letters from The National 
Archives’ collection covered the themes of 
separation, kindness, strength and hope.  
We provided an image of the real letter as 
well as background information about it 
with letter-writing prompts to help inspire 
your own writing.

Documents include a letter relating to 
Noor Khan, and the  ‘Tide’ letter written by 
Elizabeth I to her sister Mary I.

What do the documents reveal about the understanding of 
mental health in the past?

Image: HS 9/836/5 (105) Request for information 
from Vilayat Khan on the whereabouts of his sister 

Noor Khan

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/mental-health-on-record/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/families/letters-of-lockdown/
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Women’s HistoriesTalks, Podcasts & Webinars

58

Nancy Astor: First steps towards a better balanced world

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/nancy-astor-first-steps-towards-a-better-balanced-
world/

Refugee stories 

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/refugee-stories/

Reform: Violence and the struggle for suffrage

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/reform-violence-struggle-suffrage/

Suffrage 100: Did militancy help or hinder the 
fight for the franchise?

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/suffrage-100-militancy-
help-hinder-fight-franchise/

‘A Little Daylight Game’: the story of two militant suffragettes

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/little-daylight-game-story-two-militant-suffragettes/

Sylvia Pankhurst: suffragette, socialist and ‘scourge of the empire’
By Dr Miranda Kauffman 

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sylvia-pankhurst-suffragette-socialist-scourge-
empire/

‘Cama’: a play about a female Indian revolutionary at the time of the 
First World War

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/cama-play-female-indian-revolutionary-time-first-
world-war/

Image: COPY 1/494 Annie Kenny and Christabel Pankhurst 1906,

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/nancy-astor-first-steps-towards-a-better-balanced-world/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/nancy-astor-first-steps-towards-a-better-balanced-world/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/refugee-stories/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/reform-violence-struggle-suffrage/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/suffrage-100-militancy-help-hinder-fight-franchise/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/suffrage-100-militancy-help-hinder-fight-franchise/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/little-daylight-game-story-two-militant-suffragettes/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sylvia-pankhurst-suffragette-socialist-scourge-empire/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sylvia-pankhurst-suffragette-socialist-scourge-empire/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/cama-play-female-indian-revolutionary-time-first-world-war/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/cama-play-female-indian-revolutionary-time-first-world-war/


Talks, Podcasts & Webinars Women’s Histories

59

A tormented Tudor queen’s treasonous ‘love letter’

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/catherine-howard-thomas-culpeper/

‘Writing War, Writing Peace’

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/writing-war-writing-peace/

Tracy Borman on ‘The Private Lives of the Tudors’

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/tracy-borman-private-lives-tudors/

Talks from the National LGBT History Festival: Hilary McCollum on 
‘Sapphic Suffragettes’

Simply a Jacobite woman? The life experience of Lady Nairne

First Lady: The Life and Wars of Clementine Churchill

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/outing-past/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/simply-jacobite-woman-life-experience-lady-nairne/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/first-lady-life-wars-clementine-churchill/

A letter from Catherine Howard, the fifth wife of Henry VIII, to Thomas Culpeper, a groom of the 
King’s Privy chamber. The document was part of a body of evidence collected against Catherine and 

Culpeper that ultimately led to their execution.

A creative writing anthology written by students learning from our records about the experiences 
of nurses in the First World War.

Jane Austen: from beginning to end

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/jane-austen-beginning-end/

Mapping Women’s Suffrage

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/mapping-womens-suffrage/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/catherine-howard-thomas-culpeper/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/writing-war-writing-peace/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/tracy-borman-private-lives-tudors/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/outing-past/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/simply-jacobite-woman-life-experience-lady-nairne/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/first-lady-life-wars-clementine-churchill/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/jane-austen-beginning-end/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/mapping-womens-suffrage/


Women’s HistoriesTalks, Podcasts & Webinars

60

100 years of the WI: The acceptable face of feminism

War Girls – poetry and prose by women in the First World War

Barbara Hepworth, her life and work

Big Ideas: The women’s war in the Middle East – women’s First World War 
service in Egypt, Gallipoli, Mesopotamia and Palestine

Webinar: Tracing your ancestors – women in the military services during 
the First World War

Writer of the month: Helen Castor on Joan of Arc

Newly released files from 1985 and 1986 (Mrs Thatcher PM)

‘Things as are all Forms, & Ceremonys’: Ritual and 
authority in the reign of Queen Anne

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/100-years-wi-acceptable-face-feminism/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/war-girls-poetry-prose-women-first-world-war/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/barbara-hepworth-life-work/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/big-ideas-womens-war-middle-east/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/webinar-women-first-world-war/

  https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/writer-month-helen-castor-joan-arc/

  https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/newly-released-files-1985-1986/

  https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/things-forms-ceremonys-
ritual-authority-reign-queen-anne/

Image: T40_4 Portrait of Queen 
Anne, 1702

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/100-years-wi-acceptable-face-feminism/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/war-girls-poetry-prose-women-first-world-war/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/barbara-hepworth-life-work/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/big-ideas-womens-war-middle-east/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/webinar-women-first-world-war/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/writer-month-helen-castor-joan-arc/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/newly-released-files-1985-1986/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/things-forms-ceremonys-ritual-authority-reign-queen-anne/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/things-forms-ceremonys-ritual-authority-reign-queen-anne/
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Did she kill him? Addiction, adultery and arsenic in Victorian Britain

Henry VIII and Ann Boleyn: clothing, courtship and consequences

Bess of Hardwick

Medieval queens in The National Archives

Sessions for Schools: Noor Khan as a wireless operator

To Her Most Excellent Majesty… (Queen 
Victoria)

No vote no census

When a woman is not a woman: how the Ministry of Pensions constructed 
gender in the 1950s

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/kill-addiction-adultery-arsenic-victorian-britain/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/henry-viii-and-anne-boleyn-clothing-courtship-and-
consequences/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/bess-of-hardwick/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/medieval-queens-in-the-national-archives/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sessions-for-schools-noor-khan-as-a-wireless-operator/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/to-her-most-
excellent-majesty/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/no-vote-no-census/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/when-a-woman-is-not-a-woman-how-the-ministry-of-
pensions-constructed-gender-in-the-1950s/

Image: PP 1/41/2  ‘Women subjects and servants’ in UK: address to Queen 
Victoria on her Golden Jubilee, 1887

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/kill-addiction-adultery-arsenic-victorian-britain/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/henry-viii-and-anne-boleyn-clothing-courtship-and-consequences/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/henry-viii-and-anne-boleyn-clothing-courtship-and-consequences/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/bess-of-hardwick/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/medieval-queens-in-the-national-archives/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sessions-for-schools-noor-khan-as-a-wireless-operator/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/to-her-most-excellent-majesty/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/to-her-most-excellent-majesty/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/no-vote-no-census/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/when-a-woman-is-not-a-woman-how-the-ministry-of-pensions-constructed-gender-in-the-1950s/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/when-a-woman-is-not-a-woman-how-the-ministry-of-pensions-constructed-gender-in-the-1950s/
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No place for ladies: the untold story of women in the Crimean War

Fictional obscenities: lesbianism and censorship in the early 20th 
century

Constance Emily Kent: nightdresses, breast flannels and child murder

Women, darts and the pub in the interwar period

Fashion or ration: Hartnell, Amies and dressing for the Blitz

Carve Her Name With Pride (SOE spy Violette Szabo)

Victorian women prisoners

Hidden Women: uncovering the veil of silence during Partition of 
British India
By Dr Pippa Virdee

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/no-place-for-ladies-the-untold-story-of-women-in-the-crimean-
war/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fictional-obscenities-lesbianism-and-censorship-in-the-early-
20th-century/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/constance-emily-kent-nightdresses-breast-flannels-and-child-
murder/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/women-darts-and-the-pub-in-the-interwar-period/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fashion-or-ration-hartnell-amies-and-dressing-for-the-blitz/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/carve-her-name-with-pride/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/victorian-women-prisoners/

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/author/dr-pippa-virdee/ 

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/no-place-for-ladies-the-untold-story-of-women-in-the-crimean-war/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/no-place-for-ladies-the-untold-story-of-women-in-the-crimean-war/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fictional-obscenities-lesbianism-and-censorship-in-the-early-20th-century/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fictional-obscenities-lesbianism-and-censorship-in-the-early-20th-century/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/constance-emily-kent-nightdresses-breast-flannels-and-child-murder/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/constance-emily-kent-nightdresses-breast-flannels-and-child-murder/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/women-darts-and-the-pub-in-the-interwar-period/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/fashion-or-ration-hartnell-amies-and-dressing-for-the-blitz/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/carve-her-name-with-pride/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/victorian-women-prisoners/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/author/dr-pippa-virdee/
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Women’s HistoriesExternal Websites

London School of Economics: 
Women’s Library

64

https://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collection-highlights/The-Womens-Library

https://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collection-highlights/The-Womens-Library


Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and 
online.

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can 
use individual computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original 
documents without needing to travel to The National Archives. You will need computers 
or tablets for your students to work on either individually or in pairs.

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your 
projector, leading discussions and guiding students through activities based around 
original documents. All you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone 
to set up this web-chat with us. 

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow 
students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. 
From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-
factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Find out more:

nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService

twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=online-workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?time-period=medieval%2Cearly-modern%2Cempire-and-industry%2Cvictorians%2Cearly-20th-century%2Cinterwar%2Csecond-world-war%2Cpostwar&key-stage=ks1%2Cks2%2Cks3%2Cks4%2Cks5&resource-type=online-workshop#
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
https://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
https://twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=
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