Aliens in England c1449

To: Robert Atkynson, Strood, Kent, 1449

Dear Robert

I trust you are well. I hear that you are doing well and are now a clerk. I hear from one of your family that you may soon be working for the king collecting information about aliens in England. Since you were so kind to me, an Irish foreigner, when I first arrived in England in 1441. You helped me to get established in the clergy, so I thought that I might write to you to see if I could help.  

My home is London as you know, but I travel around a good deal. In the process I have seen many towns and villages and met many people. I have been quite surprised by how many aliens there are in the country. 

Of course the great majority of these aliens are in London. I would guess about 10 000 of us. Most of the aliens in London seem to me to be merchants or merchant’s clerks. As far as I am aware all of the alien merchants in England live in London, none of them in any other towns or villages. They are all clever fellows. They can read and write and count and keep accurate records – and they are rich! In the 1300s a lot of these merchants used to make money out of the wine trade – fellows from Gascony I am told. But now most of the merchants seem to be Italian – from places like Florence, Genoa, Lombardy, Venice. They are more interested in banking. 

I was in Norwich recently and it seemed like a different story there. I was told that there were fewer than 200 aliens in the city and the rest of Norfolk.  Unlike London, where no aliens are servants, the majority of aliens work as servants. Perhaps they came over to England with their masters. The other aliens in Norfolk seem to do a variety of jobs but a lot of them are involved with the cloth trade, jobs like drapers, cordwainers and the like. 

I hope that this information is useful to you. I can tell you about all of the other places I visit if you think that will be useful. 

I hope all is well with you

Your friend

Patrick
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Activity: Is Walter a reliable source of information?

You are Robert Atkynson of Strood, Kent. You are indeed a clerk. If Patrick is providing accurate information he could be useful. But you probably need to check. Use the database to see whether his information is correct. 

Step 1: Is this letter from the real Patrick? 
1 Go to https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/ 
2 Go to advanced search. Select start date 1440 and End date 1449. In Place of Residence put London. In Occupation scroll down and select clergy. Then press search. Do we have a clergyman called Patrick who lives in London and is from Ireland? 

Step 2: What does Patrick say about London and is he right? 
	Patrick says 
	Steps to check
	Is Patrick right? 

	The great majority of these aliens are in London. I would guess about 10 000. 

	Go to advanced search. 
Select start date 1440 and End date 1449.
Press search.
Now look on the left hand side for Residence: County
Press the chart or the pie graph. 
	

	Most of the aliens in London seem to me to be merchants or merchant’s clerks.
	
	

	All of the alien merchants in England live in London, none of them in any other towns or villages.
	
	

	In the 1300s a lot of these merchants used to make money out of the wine trade – fellows from Gascony
	
	

	Now most of the merchants seem to be Italian – from places like Florence, Genoa, Lombardy, Venice.
	
	





Step 3: What does Patrick say about Norwich and Norfolk and is he right? 
	Patrick says 
	Steps to check
	Is Patrick right? 

	There were fewer than 200 aliens in the city and the rest of Norfolk
	 
	

	In London no aliens are servants
	
	

	In Norwich / Norfolk the majority of aliens work as servants
	
	

	A lot of aliens in Norfolk seem to do a variety of jobs but a lot of them are involved with the cloth trade, jobs like drapers, cordwainers and the like.
	
	

	
	
	




Step 4: Go to a few more places and write reports which are more accurate than Patrick’s
Choose a few towns and villages and use the database to write an accurate report in the same style as Patrick’s letter but a bit more accurate. You could mention: 
· The number of aliens in particular places
· The jobs they do
· How many are men or women
· Where they come from
· Their social status
· Actual named individuals
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