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Pamphlet about the sugar trade written by John Ashley, plantation owner, Barbados 2 October 1733 (TS 24/3/111)
Transcript
Page 1
THE PREFACE
The following Piece is intended to shew the Incumbrances [restrictions] and Charges that remain on the Sugar Trade, since the passing of the late Act, for the better Securing and Encouraging the Trade of his Majesty’s Sugar Colonies in America, and also to compare the Advantages we may reap by that Act, with those which we yet stand in need of; and thereby manifest the Necessity there is for some further Relief.
The first and most material Point aim’d at, is, that of a direct Exportation of our Sugars from the Plantations to foreign Ports: This Advantage the French have had over us these Seven Years, which has improved their Trade and Plantations to a great Degree, whilst we are visibly declining for want of a more extensive Vent [sale]
Of our Produce. The reasons for this are there in plainly set forth; and it is here also demonstrated, that the French Planter gains over and above the English Planter at foreign Markets, from 20 to 50 per Cent.On his prime Cost, by this very single Article; which vast Difference must, in a short time, leave them Masters of the Sugar Trade, without some speedy Regulation.
 The next Point is that of the Duty of 3 shillings 6 pennies per hundred weight upon Importation into Great Britain;
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Which, upon Coarse Sugar, is now become a most heavy Duty; since the want of a direct Exportation,together with the great Quantities imported, have brought the Price down to much less then it can possibly be made for, without regarding the Interest on the Value of the Planters’ Land and Stock; so that that Stock and Quantity of Sugar made, together with the British Navigation and Power, must dwindle and abate, before a Living Price can be had, under such Circumstances.
 It should be thought proper to take off any Part of these high Duties, an equivalent is here proposed.
 A comparison is also made between these high Charges, and the Duty of four and half percent paid inBarbadoes and the Leeward Islands, tho’ not in Jamaica.
Then the Consumption of Rum by the Inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland, is briefly recommended.
 And in the Conclusion, a Method of Redress, as the direct Exportation of Sugar is pointed out.
 Some of the Gentlemen Factors and Officers of the Customs, and others, may perhaps, at first View, apprehend some Disadvantages from what is here offered: But it is submitted to all Well-wishers to their Country, whether the two Points herein aimed at, may not be greatly advantageous to his Majesty’s Subjects in general, and may not in the least prejudicial in any Respect whatsoever.
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The Sugar Trade
WITH THE
INCUMBRANCES
THEREON,
Laid Open
As the Sugar Commerce is now justly looked upon to be one of the most beneficial Branches of Trade that belongs to Great Britain, I think I can do no less at this Juncture to serve my Country, than to lay open the remaining Incumbrances [restrictions] on that Trade in as plain a Manner as I am able; and to hint at some Methods for a further relief…
 

