1950s Jobs - Lesson 1 - Worksheet

What were the best jobs, when?

Which jobs were the best paid at the start of the 20th Century?

It is 1955. You are a young person, trying to decide what you would like to do for a living. Most of your friends have gone into one of the five most popular jobs in the first half of the 20th century; farming, working in the textile industry, building, mining coal, and shipbuilding. There are lots of exciting new products to buy in the 1950s. You dream of owning your own car, so you want to earn enough money to do so. Which one do you think will be the best paid. Try to think of the reasons why, by answering the questions below:
· Will lots of people want to buy what you are making or producing? Why?

· Is what you make or produce difficult? Could anyone do it, or do you need training or experience?

· Is your job high status; does it sound impressive to other people?

· Is what you do fun?

You ask your grandfather for his advice. 

You asked him to explain what he meant but he became distracted with his new television. You could listen to Grandad but he was a young man before both the world wars! Life has changed a lot since then and you are not sure if he is right. 
It looks like you will have to do your own research! You will need to compare these jobs to see how much you could earn doing them, by working out the average weekly wage. Remember 240d (old pence) = £1.

Firstly, see if you work out what your granddad was talking about by looking at the data for 1904. Record your results in the table below, ranking the jobs from best paid (1) to least well paid (5):

	Occupation
	Average wage
	Rank

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Was granddad right? In the space below, try to explain why some of the jobs were better paid than others

	


Go for the job that pays the most. In my day, that was shipbuilding.








