Lesson sequence — The Dawn of Affluence

What made a job desirable in the 1950s?
Overall enquiry
question
To use contemporary data to conduct a historical enquiry into occupations and wages in the first half of the 20™ century
Learning To consider the relative desirability of different occupations
objectives To understand the importance of industrial occupations and begin to consider the impact of deindustrialisation on the UK
| - | Key Stages3&4 - [ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
Year group
Lessons 3 x 1 hour lessons
File name Description of resource
Resources 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1.ppt Powerpoint
1950s Jobs - Lesson 1 - Worksheet.doc Word Document
1950s Jobs - Lesson 2 - Worksheet.doc Word Document
1950s Jobs - Lesson 3 - Worksheet.doc Word Document
1950s Jobs - Lesson 2.ppt Powerpoint
1950s Jobs - Lesson 3 - Source sheet.doc Word document
1950s Jobs - Lesson 3.ppt Powerpoint
1950s Jobs - Lesson 1 - 1904 dataset.xls Excel
1950s Jobs - Lessons 2 & 3 - 1953-4 dataset.xls Excel
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Lesson one

Lesson Which jobs were the best paid at the start of the 20" century?
enquiry
guestion
Learning Students consider what made some jobs better paid than others
objectives Students make a hypothesis based on discussions

Students use contemporary data to test their hypothesis
Resources 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1.ppt

1950s Jobs - Lesson 1 - Worksheet.doc

1950s Jobs — Lesson 1 - 1904 dataset.xls

Access to ICT suite

Time Activity Differentiation Technology Resources

10 mins | Students read through first section on the worksheet | HA give reasons for their 1950s Jobs — Lesson
and look at images of jobs from beginning of 20" choices 1.ppt
Century before placing in order of best to least well
paid, using the prompts to help them 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1

- Worksheet.doc

5 mins | In order to understand the changing state of the 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1

different industries, students will start by looking at - Worksheet.doc

the lessons within the context of 1904. The students
read through worksheet 1. Some explanation of pre
decimal money will be needed.

30 Using the 1904 dataset, students sort through the HA Can look at the comments ICT equipment | 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1
mins data to select the following five occupations: at the end of the survey and - Worksheet.doc
agricultural workers, miners, shipbuilders, textile see what people’s perceptions
workers and general labourers. They will need to use | of their standard of living were 1950s Jobs — Lesson 1
the average function in excel. Copying the averages | LA —may not need to produce - 1904 dataset.xls

into a new document, they can make a chart of the the chart
averages. Students then rank the jobs from most to
least profitable

15 mins | Compare the results with the criteria produced at the | LA — give some clues eg 1950s Jobs - Lesson 1
beginning of the lesson. Is the best paid job the most | pictures of the Titanic, - Worksheet.doc
highly skilled? Does the best paid job produce the dreadnoughts before First
most desirable goods? World War
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Lesson two

enquiry
guestion

Lesson What effects did national events have on wage levels?

Learning
objectives

Resources 1950s Jobs - Lesson 2.ppt
1950s Jobs - Lesson 2 - Worksheet.doc

ICT equipment

1950s Jobs — Lessons 2 & 3 - 1953-4 dataset.xls

Students will need some background knowledge on the Great Depression and the Second World War

events of the early 20th century; the Depression and
the Second World War They will have to think about
what effect these will have on the five occupations
they looked at last lesson. Show slide 3 of the
PowerPoint, Ask students to discuss the events and
then rank the jobs again from best to worst paid.

useful to cut the number of
occupations to three.

HA: will need to justify their
rankings

Time Activity Differentiation Technology Resources

5 mins | Students will need to understand how and why the LA: Students can be given a list List of 1940s
industries became more or less desirable to work in. | of jobs which they have to sort occupations (if
Students make two lists regarding the Second World | into those which will benefit and required)
War; jobs which will benefit from the war and jobs those which will lose out.
which will lose out.

10 mins | Explain to the students that they will look at two LA; at this stage it might be Projector 1950s Jobs - Lesson 2

- Worksheet.doc

10 mins | Do the same again for the Second World War.
Students rank the occupations for the third and final
time

25 mins | Students download the 1953 dataset and use this to
find out the average wages of the five occupations in
the early 1950s. NB they will have to filter the data
and then cut and paste the whole column into a new
excel spreadsheet (rather than finding the averages
in the original spreadsheet).

HA Can produce a chart and
compare the findings with 1904
figures

LA do not need to do the
Depression step

ICT equipment

1950s Jobs — Lesson 2
- 1953-4 dataset.xls
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10 mins | Students will be able to see which occupations have
become relatively better paid. Going back to the
information provided about national events, they
must try to link the reasons for this to the effects of
these events.
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Lesson three

Lesson What makes one job more desirable than another?
enquiry
guestion
Learning Use datasets to test hypotheses
objectives Formulate own hypotheses and test these using the dataset
Chose a desirable occupation based on the evidence
Resources 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3 - Worksheet.doc
1950s Jobs - Lesson 3 - Source sheet.doc
1950s Jobs - Lesson 3.ppt
1950s Jobs — Lessons 2 & 3 - 1953-4 dataset.xls
ICT equipment
Time Activity Differentiation Technology Resources
10 mins | Use 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3 - Source sheet.doc LA: Students annotate their Projector 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3
to identify working and living conditions faced by own copy of the source sheet - Worksheet.doc
miners in the 1950s HA: go beyond the source to 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3
what else might be unattractive - Source sheet.doc
about mining 1950s Jobs - Lesson
3.ppt
15 mins | Students use the 1953 dataset to find evidence for Projector 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3
the truth in the statements by filtering the data and - Source sheet.doc
using basic calculations. 1950s Jobs - Lesson
3.ppt
15 mins | Students formulate their own criteria for what they LA: Students can be put into ICT suite 1953-4 dataset.xls
find attractive in a job using the column headings in groups and given an enquiry
the 1953 dataset. They may want to think about question to test
whether they want to work for themselves, whether HA: can start to think about
they want to work indoors or outdoors. which types of jobs were the
best paid
10 mins | Students write their findings in the space provided. LA: can use a writing frame 1950s Jobs - Lesson 3
They can use the prompts from lesson 1 to help - Worksheet.doc
them.
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10 mins | The class compare their findings and establish

whether they think the same conditions are important
in a job.

1950s Jobs - Lesson
3.ppt Slide 3

Final Plenary activity: Slide 3 1950s Jobs - Lesson
3.ppt “Which Job is the best in 1955?” Which job
would they choose to do in 1955?
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