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Source One: Domesday Book (E31/2/1, E31/2/3) 

 
Domesday Book is the oldest government record held in The National Archives. There are two Domesday 
Books – Little Domesday and Great Domesday, which contain a lot of information about England in the 
11th century. In 1086, King William I (the Conqueror) wanted to find out the value of his new kingdom: 
who owned which property, where they lived, how much the land was worth and the amount of tax he 
could raise. He sent his own government commissioners around the country to ask questions in local 
courts and gather information. These books reveal how land ownership changed with the Norman 
Conquest and how William increased his control over England.  
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Source Two: Magna Carta, 1225 (DL 10/71) 
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Source Three: Magna Carta Drama (COPY 1/ 442 f651) 
 
Photograph of a scene from a drama at Her Majesty’s Theatre revealing King John’s agreement to 
Magna Carta, dated 1899.  
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Source Four: England Faces the Armada (SP12/213 ff164-5) 
 

Extract from a letter to Sir Francis Walsingham from John Hawkins, vice admiral in the battle in 
which saw the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588.  
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Source Five: Gunpowder plot uncovered (SP 14/216/ Pt1. f11a) 
 
Letter to Lord Monteagle warning him to stay away from the opening of Parliament, 26 October, 1605 
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Source Six: Guy Fawkes poster (COPY 1/272 f32) 
 
Poster advertising C.T. Brock & Co.’s fireworks featuring an image of Guy Fawkes, 1908 
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Source Seven: Great Fire of London 1666 (ZJ 1/1) 

Report from the London Gazette on the spread of the Great Fire, September 1666 
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Source Eight: Attempt to steal the Crown Jewels (SP 29/289/187) 
 

Extract from a hand-written newsletter to Mr Kirke, 9 May 1671 
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Source Nine: Glorious Revolution 1688 (SP 8/1/224) 
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Source Nine: Glorious Revolution 1688 (SP 8/1/224) 
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Source Nine: Glorious Revolution 1688 (SP 8/1/224) 
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Source Ten: Iron Bridge (NSC 25/505) 

Poster designed in 1966 from the Post Office Savings Bank which features an illustration of the world’s 
first Iron Bridge in Shropshire. It was built in 1779 by Abraham Darby III and highly significant for the 
Industrial Revolution. 
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Source Eleven: Act of Union 1801 (PC 2/157) 
 

The Union Flag, or Union Jack, is the flag of the United Kingdom. It is so called as it combined the crosses 
of the three countries united under one Sovereign, the kingdoms of England and Wales, of Scotland and of 
Ireland. This design for the flag comes from a royal proclamation following the union of Great Britain and 
Ireland during the reign of George III. 
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Source Twelve: Battle of Waterloo 1815 (MPH 1/387/3) 

Map entitled ‘Sketch of the Battle of Waterloo’ 
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Source Thirteen: Peterloo massacre 1819 (MPI 1/134/19) 

An engraving showing the forcible dispersal of a reform meeting in St Peter’s Field, Manchester, 16 August 
1819. 
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Source Fourteen: Early railway transport 1825 (RAIL 1148/1/f6) 

Document to show the cost of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway as estimated by its engineer and 
designer, George Stephenson. The railway was opened in 1830, but building had started in the 1820s. It 
was the first railway to completely run on steam power and have a signalling system, February 1825. 
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Source Fifteen: Great Exhibition 1851 (ZLIB 17/81/60) 
 

Illustrated scene from the Great Exhibition, 1851. The Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All 
Nations was the first international exhibition of its kind. It was devised by Prince Albert and Henry Cole 
and became a symbol of the Victorian age and a showcase for British manufacture.  
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Source Sixteen: Victorian Christmas 1888 (COPY 1/394) 
 

Photograph of a posed Christmas scene, 1888 
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Source Seventeen: Early Cinema 1899 (COPY 1/149 f267) 
 

Illustration showing an example of early cinema, the projection of a boxing match, 1899 
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Source Eighteen: Wright Brothers 1908 (AIR 1/728/176/3/33) 
 

Letter dated 10 April 1908 from the American Wright brothers to the UK War Office about a possible 
contract to build their two-man aeroplanes 
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Source Nineteen: Memorial to the sinking of RMS Titanic 1912 (COPY 1/1566/f70) 
 
‘Photograph of novelty in sand, Bournemouth beach, of ‘Britannia Mourns – Captain Smith and Baby – the 
Plucky Little Countess’.” A notice and imitation lifebelt by the sculpture read ‘Women and Children First’ 
and ‘To the Heroes of the Titanic’.  ‘The plucky little countess’ was Noëlle, Countess of Rothes, a passenger 
who rowed the survivors on Lifeboat no. 8 until their rescue by the RMS Carpathia. 
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Source Twenty: Titanic telegram 1912 (MT 9/920C) 
 
Telegram from the  RMS Titanic received by the Russian liner Birma, April 1912 
#  
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Source Twenty One: Suffragettes outside Parliament 1913 (ZPER 34/142) 
 
Photograph from the ‘Illustrated London News’ showing a Suffragette protest outside Parliament, February 
1913 
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Source Twenty Two: Epsom Derby 1913 (ZPER 34/142) 
 
Photograph showing Emily Davison’s suffragette protest at the Epsom Darby, June 1913 
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Source Twenty Three: Western Front Christmas Truce 1914 (WO 95/1510/4) 
 
Extract from a report contained in a war diary, from 15 Infantry Brigade to Divisional Headquarters 
confirming events of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 1914 
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Source Twenty Four: Cenotaph Commemoration 1920 (WORK 20/1/3/361) 

Memo from a government department concerning the arrangements for the unveiling of the cenotaph and 
funeral service at Westminster Abbey in 1920 
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Source Twenty Five: Abdication of Edward VIII 1936 (PC 11/1) 

Instrument of Abdication, 10 December 1936 
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Source Twenty Six: Jarrow March 1936 (MEPO 2/3907) 

A police document which gives details for the arrangements concerning the Jarrow March, 1936. 
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Source Twenty Seven: London during the Blitz (FO 898/527) 

Photograph showing St Paul’s Cathedral during the Blitz, 1940 
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Source Twenty Eight: Blitz Poster (NSC 63/21) 
 
Poster created by the National Savings Committee campaign during the Second World War to encourage 
people to buy War bonds, 1940 
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Source Twenty Nine: Battle of Britain Poster (MFQ 1/525/94) 
 
Poster commemorating the Battle of Britain, August-October 1940 with Winston Churchill’s words: Never 
in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few. 
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Source Thirty: Battle of Britain Map (AIR 41/16) 
 
Battle of Britain fighter defences map, 1940 
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Source Thirty One: Liberation of Paris 1945 (FO 898/527) 
 
Photograph showing the liberation of Paris at the end of the Second World War, 1945 
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Source Thirty Two: First Christmas Tree 1947 (WORK 21/291) 
 
Photograph showing the first Christmas tree to be sent from the people of Oslo in Norway and displayed 
in Trafalgar Square in 1947. Now an annual tradition in recognition for the support given by the British to 
Norway during the Second World War 
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Source Thirty Three: Birth of the NHS 1948 (INF 2/66, f15) 
 
National Health Service leaflet, May 1948 
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Source Thirty Four: National Health Booklet (MH 134/6) 
 
Wakefield council guide for their National Health Services, 1948 
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Source Thirty Five: Windrush 1948 (CO 876/88) 

Telegram concerning passengers on the Empire Windrush, 6 July 1948. 
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Source Thirty Six: Festival of Britain 1951 (ZLIB 17/129A) 
 
Map to show the attractions of the South Bank Exhibition as part of the Festival of Britain in 1951. The 
Festival of Britain was originally intended to mark the 100 years since the Great Exhibition 1851, but 
became a way to celebrate Britain and its achievements rather than including international themes. The 
main focus was the South Bank of the Thames in London but there were celebrations and fairs in different 
parts of the country. 
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Source Thirty Seven: Coronation of Elizabeth II 1953 (PC 22/11) 
 
Map to show the route of the Royal Procession after the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, 2 June, 1953 
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Source Thirty Eight: Coronation press card (WORK 21/239) 
 
Card issued to those working in the media present at Westminster Abbey during the Coronation ceremony, 
2 June 1953 
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Source Thirty Nine: Moon landing 1969 (FCO 55/351) 
 
Telegram from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to Washington, July 1969 
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Source Forty: British Rail goes decimal 1971 (RAIL 1005/409) 
 
Poster from British Rail showing their fare changes in the new decimal currency 
 



      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?  

 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and online. 

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can use individual 
computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original documents without needing to travel 
to The National Archives. You will need computers or tablets for your students to work on either individually 

or in pairs. 

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your projector, leading 
discussions and guiding students through activities based around original documents. All you need is a 

computer with a projector, webcam and microphone to set up this web-chat with us.  

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow students to 
experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. From Elizabeth I’s signature to 

the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-factor of being able to see real history on the desk 
in front of them. 

 

 

Find out more: 

🌏🌏 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education  

f www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService 

✉ education@nationalarchives.gov.uk 
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