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Teacher’s Notes - Background

Frank Critchlow, a Trinidadian-born businessman, opened the 
Mangrove Restaurant in Notting Hill, London, in 1968. The restaurant 
soon became a popular meeting place and an important hub for the 
local Caribbean community- a place where people came together to 
eat, socialise, discuss politics, and support one another.

In December 1969, the police revoked Critchlow’s licence to operate 
an all-night restaurant, and a series of police raids on the Mangrove 
followed. Police claimed they were searching the premises for drugs, 
but no evidence was ever found.

Frank Critchlow responded to what he and others in the community 
saw as police harassment by writing a complaint of unlawful 
discrimination to the Race Relations Board. A new group, “The Action 
Committee for the Defence of the Mangrove” was formed and 
preparations for a protest march began. A demonstration took place 
on the 9 August 1970, and marchers took to the streets accompanied 
by a large police presence. 19 arrests were made and nine protestors 
were charged with incitement to riot and affray.

In this session, students will have the opportunity to explore the story 
of these individuals, collectively known as the Mangrove Nine. This 
story reveals themes of institutional racism, police discrimination and 
Black resistance. Students will examine a range of documents from 
police witness statements to newspaper reports, which offer differing 
perspectives on this ground-breaking case. 

Students do not need to do any work in preparation for this 
virtual classroom. However, if there are students who have visual 
impairments and may have difficulty viewing the screen during the 
session, please enlarge copies of the documents for them to refer to. 
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Teacher’s Notes

Teacher Preparation 
If your students are accessing the workshop via individual laptops then printing resources is 
optional. However if you are accessing the workshop on one screen then it is essential to print these 
resources. 

 ■ Print out enough copies of the Mystery Document for the class. 

 ■ Print out enough of Documents 1 and 2 for the class. The class will be split into two groups, each 
looking at a different document. The documents sheets have questions to complete. You may 
wish to also print transcripts for students with learning needs or visual impairments. 

This pack also contains a follow-up document you may wish to look at with your class after the 
session to further extend their learning. This is particularly aimed at KS4 students.

Useful Links
The following BBC article reflects on the Mangrove Nine fifty years after their trial, and includes 
interviews with participants and their relatives: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/jGD9WJrVXf/the-mangrove-nine-black-lives-matter

Further source material relating to the Mangrove Nine, including a series of photographs taken of 
the march, can be found here: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives/albums/72157664284840282

More information can also be found in the following blogs on The National Archives website: 

 ■ https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rights-resistance-racism-story-mangrove-nine/

 ■ https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lets-talk-mangrove-nine/

 ■ https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/afternoon-mangrove-nine/

Students looking at the Black Power movement in Britain may be interested in this talk delivered at 
The National Archives by Robin Bunce, a biographer of Darcus Howe: 

https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/black-power-state/

The Black Presence website charts Asian and Black History in Britain from 1500 to 1850.

A hyperlinked list of current resources for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic histories on The National 
Archives website can be found here: 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/black-asian-and-minority-ethnic-
histories/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/jGD9WJrVXf/the-mangrove-nine-black-lives-matter
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives/albums/72157664284840282
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rights-resistance-racism-story-mangrove-nine/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/lets-talk-mangrove-nine/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/afternoon-mangrove-nine/
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/black-power-state/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/black-asian-and-minority-ethnic-histories/  
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/black-asian-and-minority-ethnic-histories/  
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Document One- MEPO 31/21

Activities 
1. What type of document is this?

2. Who made it?

3. Look at the sections highlighted in pink and orange and answer questions A and B

4. How does the rest of the document portray the protestors? E.g peaceful. 

Challenge
How helpful is this document in describing what really happened at the protest? 
Explain your answer. 

A) How are the 
protestors being 
portrayed here?

B) How are the 
police being 
portrayed here?
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Transcript - Document One - MEPO 31/21

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

(CJ Act, 1967, ss 2, 9; M.C. Rules, 1968, r. 58)

Continuation of statement of……………..Colin LYNCH ………………………

 a great deal of shouting and the phrase “Kill the pigs” was one of many that I heard being 
shouted. After some time they moved off along Ladbroke Grove and I followed the procession. The 
demonstrators were shouting and chanting a number of slogans. One particularly I remember was 
“The pigs, oink , the pigs, oink, we’ve got to get rid of the pigs oink. The demonstrators marched to 
this chant for a few minutes.

Suddenly I saw a number of missiles flying through the air. There were milk bottles, pieces of brick, 
lumps of wood and similar debris. To me they appeared to come from above. A general melee then 
ensued between the demonstrators some of whom appeared to be fighting amongst themselves, 
and police. I saw three policemen struck by missiles and fall to the ground.  I can also distinctly 
remember some of the women demonstrators crying and saying that this was not the idea at all 
and appealing to the other demonstrators to stop the fighting. 



B) How are the police 
being portrayed here?

A) How are the 
protestors being 
portrayed here?
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Document Two - MEPO 31/21

Activities 
1. What type of document is this?

2. Who made it? 

3. Look at the sections highlighted in pink and orange and answer questions  (A) and (B)

4. How does the rest of the document portray the police and protestors? 

Challenge
How helpful is this document in describing what really happened at the protest? 
Explain your answer. 

“in fact there was only 
one man wearing a pig 
head. The whole thing 
was very peaceful until 
the police started in.”
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Transcript - Document Two - MEPO 31/21

INSIDE THE MANGROVE WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

By Peter Roe

The Mangrove Café is tucked away behind St Luke’s Road. It’s dimly lit but smart inside. Today I 
joined the coffee drinkers there.

The Mangrove is a favourite haunt of coloured people and caters for the late-night theatregoers. 

Yesterday’s Black Power protest march started there.

Inside the café today I talked to several people who were on yesterday’s march. 

One man said: “I saw the whole thing happen. There was no question of violence until the police 
began hurling insults and taunting the marchers. 

“Then they began to jostle particular people. And when someone jostles you like that it is only 
human nature to retaliate. The whole things was typical of the way police round here behave 
towards coloured people. 

Another marcher said: “A lot of fuss was made about people carrying pig’s heads and shouting 
‘kill the pigs’ (police). Infact there was only one man wearing a pig head. The whole thing was very 
peaceful until the police started in.”

One of the owners of the Mangrove said:

“The police here go out of their way to harass and offend coloured people. 

“They know for instance, that this café is popular so they are going out of their way to get us closed 
down.”

Most of the people I spoke to claimed that either they or people they knew well had been the 
victims of police harassment. 

They talked of continuous raids on cafés and homes; of people being stopped in the streets and 
beaten up by police; and of drugs and offensive weapons being planted on coloured people. 

HATRED OF THE POLICE

Whether the allegations are true or not is almost irrelevant. The fact is that at least a proportion of 
the immigrants believe the stories- so hatred of the police is growing. 

White families living in the predominantly coloured district had few harsh words for their 
neighbours. 

One woman, who has lived for several years in Portnall Road, where the fighting started yesterday, 
said:

“We live on pretty good terms with the coloured people. There is trouble and violence sometimes 
but not really very much. They keep to themselves and we keep to ourselves.” 
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Follow-up document and activity

This document is an extract from a Home Office report entitled ‘The Trial of the Mangrove Nine’

 ■ When was this document produced?

 ■ The document is stamped ‘Secret’. What does this suggest about its intended audience?

 ■ Look closely at sections 2 and 3. What impression does this give of the trial?

 ■ Look at section 5. Who are black activists being linked to here?

 ■ What does this document reveal about government attitudes to black activists?



Did you know? 

The National Archives Education Service also offers free taught sessions onsite in Kew and 
online.

You can book a free Virtual Classroom session, an online lesson where students can 
use individual computers to interact with our Education Officers and explore original 
documents without needing to travel to The National Archives. You will need computers 
or tablets for your students to work on either individually or in pairs.

A free Video Conference session allows our Education Officers to teach through your 
projector, leading discussions and guiding students through activities based around 
original documents. All you need is a computer with a projector, webcam and microphone 
to set up this web-chat with us. 

Our Onsite Workshops are available for free here at The National Archives and allow 
students to experience genuine original documents reflecting over 1000 years of history. 
From Elizabeth I’s signature to the telegrams of the sinking Titanic, students love the wow-
factor of being able to see real history on the desk in front of them.

Find out more:

nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 

facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService

twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu

education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=virtual-classroom#
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=video-conferences#
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?resource-type=workshop#
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education
http://www.facebook.com/TheNationalArchivesEducationService
http://www.twitter.com/UKNatArcEdu
mailto:education%40nationalarchives.gov.uk?subject=

