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Medicine on the Western Front (Part one)

How did trench warfare affect injuries and treatment?
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Source Twenty Three: Gunshot wounds to chest & statistics (MH 106/2115)
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Source Twenty Four: Death from tetanus (MH 106/2162)
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Source Twenty Six: Treatment for ‘hysteria’ (MH 106/2145)
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Source Thirty One: Rehabilitation for ‘shell shock’ (RAIL 491/854)
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) THE CHOICE OF WORK. Y

been passed midway on the journey ; Arkwright
and Stephenson have vet to ba bamn; you are
back in the age when craftsmanship was the
honoured sister of art. About you, however,
are relics, or, rather, wrecks of the very Intest
phase of civilisati Idiers in hospital bive.
Some are making purses, using a leather thong
instead of waxed thread; others are making
string bags, either with n metting needle and
mesh-or hy macramé knots; others, again,
making rafia-work haskets, and a few are
wenving borders for shopping bags, or embroi-
daring cushion covers Wit gay-coloured silks:

The reason for their uniform 12 not imme-
dintely apparent. Wateh this man by the pillar
netting a bag,  He passés his needle full of
string through the loop in his last row of warl,
and reund the mesh to form a pew loop. His
thumb then descends upon the mesh to hald
sha string from slipping while he makes his
knot and pulls all tight.  No Yarmouth or
Galway fisherman conld worls more neatly. Bub
look closer s look particularly at his hands,
god you will see his thumb, broad and strong
as it is, tremble ere it closes on the mesh; you
will see his needle-point waver nncertainly ere
it finds the lobp. The mischief is out. These
men ave suffering from ehell-shoclk, and shell-
shock being a diablerie pefaliar to twentieth-
century warfare, their presetico in this secluded
rorner of medimval industry points an iromic
comment on our vaunted progress.

HANDICRAFTS FOR SHELL-SHOCK,

The value of handicrafts.n the treatment of
shell-shoek, albeit generally admitted, is in no
danger of being
craft is made
niilitary hospita
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in Bradtord, keen craftswomen, realissd how
unsafisfactory was this state of affairs.  They
decided o ‘attempt an  improvement, and,
guided only by natural sympathy and un-
aunded faith in the vivtue of handicraits, they
et tackled the business' more scientifically

than the hospitals had done.

First, {fie malady being nervous, they in-|

sistad on cheerful énvironment. The room in
Forster Square, la n t
the light on three sides, was the hest home for
the ¢lub that could be found in the (-il.y.&The

are| grt.”  And there is joy in thus excroiging
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- Fourth, and most important of all, to in-
terest the mon In the work for its own/
sele, diseration muse be shown in the chaice
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resourceful eraftsman, explained the secret of |
his success thus: * As reason is the substance
aud original of mathematics, so by stating and
?uaring evorything bg'renscm, and by making

o most rationnl judgment of things, every
aman may be in time master of every mechanical

reason and judgnient; and there is satisfaction
in eontemplating the finished work, the labour
of hand @nd brain. Herein lies all the charm |
land the virtue df handierafts, There are cer-
tain mechanical arts, however, which yield the
ast satisfaction without the joy of exercising
reason, or judgment. Knitting is a ||
{example; as Dickens showed in “‘A Tale of Two
Cities,"<and it is obvious that a work in which
| the mind is free to count heads rolling into
|2 sawcust basket is nog suitable for a
lsﬂiﬁ-rmg from & nervous complaint like shell-
shock.
| The teachers have striven to avoil thesa
'¢rafts and {o discover those which occupy with-
|ou£ ‘puzzling the mind, and provide the greatest
lranet-y of interesi, Adam Smith and his theory
{abont division of labour are ignored. The
E?qvan;:sés he urges in fayour of his system—
(inerensed dexterity and saving of time—count
{for nothing. What is time to these men with
|the awful leisure of convalescents, deprived of
| books and unable to visit the theatre? OF
‘what wuse is dexverity to theose who cannot
‘keep their limbs still? The one drawhack to
the system—that it makes work monotonous
and mechanical—ruies division of lahour ont
finally. o a man nets his bag and makes the
macramé fringes and tassels as well, Truly we
are back in the middle ages.
Under thiz care and thought the club has
rospered.. The room on the floor above has
Eoon uired 3 four weaving looms, two sup-
plied by the Bradford Technical College and
two by the Shipley education authorities, have
Veen installed, and lessons are given twice a
weok. The doctors at the Abram Peel military
| hospital, sensible of the value of the club, have
modified the rule that no man shall be allowed
| out in the morning, and grant early passes to
all eraftsmen. So the membership has grown,
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Source Thirty Three: Sir Harold Gillies (Work 25/23)




Source Thirty Four: Treatment of gunshot leg wounds (MH 106/2116)
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Source Thirty Five: Artificial limbs (MUN 7/285)

26



Source Thirty Six: Rehabilitation after blindness (PIN 15/1054)

HOW THEY ARE
BEING “TAUGHT
TO BE BLIND”
LNS)
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Source Thirty Six: Rehabilitation after blindness (PIN 15/1054)
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Telephony for the Blind.

London is wonderful and bewildering, and in the
workrooms there is laughter, cheery happy voices, and
chathng and whistling, for happy sound has to be
substituted for happy sight, and a more cheerful set of
fellows over their woik it would be hard to find. In
one corner of the lonz gallery shoes are being re-soled
with a solidity and finish that many a full-sighted
cobbler might envy. Further along doormats are
being made—firm and solid ; no amateur work this,
but stuff to compete with any anywhere; and baskets
of every conceivable shape and size, good and well
finished and serviceable; and on the other side of
the room a carpenter’s bench, where frames are being
turned out that would not disgrace the most lynx-
eyved workmen. One watches with amazement, not
only the precision of direction, the sureness of touch,

3]
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Source Thirty Seven: Faradic Treatment (MH 106/2139)




Source Thirty Eight: Hearing aids for ‘gun deafness’ (PIN 38/450)
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Source Thirty Nine: Gas attack (WO 95/1952)




Source Forty: Injury by gas (MH 106-2154)




Source Forty One: Gas casualties and medical transport (WO 95/1892)
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Source Forty Two: Wilfred Owen (WO 138/74)




Source Forty Three: Ambulance Transport (ZPER 34/147)

REGISTERED AS A NEWSPAPER FOR TRANSMISSION (N THE UNITKD KINGDOM. AND TO CANADA AND NRWPNUNDLAND BY MAGAZINE POST.

No. 3977.—voL cxLviL

SATURDAY, JULY 10. 1915.
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AFTER THE DAY'S WORK IN FLANDERS: THE PASSING OF THE RED CROSS-— BRITISH AMBULANCE - CARS
ON THEIR WAY FROM THE FIELD-HOSPITALS TO BOULOGNE.

This long-drawn-out procession of British motor-ambulance-cars is one of the sights but
too sadly familiar day by day along the tree-fringed highways that lead across the
Franco-Belgian frontier from the trenches in the district round Ypres and Neuve
Chapelle to the advanced base-hospital and clearing-house for the wounded, just within
the French frontier, and thence to Boulogne, where is the main British ‘base-hospital,
and whence the hospital-ships leave for England, The picture of the swiftly moving,
smoothly, almost silently, running grey-bodied eats; éach carrying its four stricken occupants

on their stretchers, with grey canvas hoods badged with the staring red Geneva cross
in its white circle, tells its own tale with sufficient com)leteness. “ One of the most
remarkable features in connection with the work of the British Army in the field,"
says a special correspondent of the ‘‘ Times,”” '‘is our ambulance and hospital work.
It is admittedly far in advance of anything that has ever been done in this way
before. . . . None of these hard-wrought Red Cross men could be other than a
gentle, kindly man. You can see they are by Walching them at their work.”

Facsimite Drawing By FREDERIC VILLIERS, OUR SPECIAL ARTIST IN THE Wastery THEATRE 0F WaR.—[CopyRIGHTED IN THk Unitep StAres AND Caxava]
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Source Forty Four: Development in X-rays (ZPER 34/147)

THE I[LLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, FEB. 6, 1915.— 171

THE TELEPHONE AND THE X-RAYS FOR BULLET-FINDING: NEW IDEAS.
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JLLUSTRATIONS Nos.  and 2 show the method of working an | 0% : e

apparatus made by the Medical Supply Association, who write :

‘ When the patient is on the X-ray couch the negative is placed in
position beneath the part to be radiographed, and on the negative is
placed a small apparatus consisting of two metal cylinders and 3 steel
rod (V) all of known length. A radiograph is then taken with the bulb
from which the X-rays emanate slightly out of centre ; then, without
moving the patient or the negative, the bulb is shifted about ten
centimetres to the opposite side, and another exposure is made on
the same negative. When the negative has been developed, all the
bodies between the X-ray bulb and the plate have thrown a double
shadow, as seen in Illustration No. 2, By drawing lines from the dark
edges of the shadows of the cylinder until they intersect each other, two
measuring points are set up, L and L‘. The pieces of shrapnel in the
limb have also cast double shadows, and by drawing lines from thesc
(dotted in the illustration) to the points L and L, an intersecting point
X will be obtained, and directly beneath this point the foreign body will
be found. By a further calculation the exact depth can be ascertained.'

1. USED IN BRITISH, FRENCH, AND RUSSIAN MILITARY HOSPITALS : THE ' KOMPACT ' 3 THE USE OF X-RAYS IN TREATING A WOUNDED BRITISH OFFICER: A STEREOSCOPIC
X-RAY INSTALLATION, ARRANGED FOR RADIOGRAPHY ABOVE THE COUCH. PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN, BY MEANS OP X-RAYS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCALISING
2. THE USE OF X-RAYS IN TREATING A BELGIAN SOLDIER WOUNDED AT DIXMUDE : THE BULLET- SHOWING (NEAR THE TOP) A CIRCULAR WIRE ON THE WOUND OF
SHOWING PIECES OF SHRAPNEL IN HIS BODY, AND ANGLES OBTAINED FROM SHADOWS. | ENTRANCE.
The wounded soldier of to-day has the benefit of many wonderful inventions of medical | foreign body has penctrated or its position in relation to other structures. He then
science, i i new of radi P and the use of the telephone for explained in detail a method of localising foreign bodies by X-rays, in which cross-lines of
localising bullets or other foreign bodies, such as pieces of shrapnel, in the human tissues. measurement and stereoscopy play an important part. The diagrams on the right show
In an article in the ‘‘British Medical Journal,” Sir James Mackenzie Davidson, who is this method and also the use of the telephone for localising metal objects. Of this
C ing-Surg to the Ray Department at Charing Cross Hospital, gave a latter device Sir James Davidson writes : “ The surgeon . . . will hear with great distinct-
deeply interesting account of his discoveries and experience in this branch of surgery. He ness the characteristic microphonic rattle the instant his instrument touches any metal
showed that an ordinary X:-ray photograph of a bullet or shell-fragment in the flesh is embedded in the patient's tissues.'” One drawing illustrates an experiment on a potato
not sufficient to localise it for surgical purposes, inasmuch c- space has three dimensions, with a piece of metal embedded in it. Illustration No. 3 shows a stercoscopic radiograph
and a single shadow-picture gives no certain knowledge as to the depth to which the by Sir James Davidson's method.
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Source Forty Five: Stretcher bearers under fire (ZPER 34/148)

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, Ocr. 7, 1916.— 417

THE BRITISH ADVANCE: COLLECTING WOUNDED UNDER FIRE.

OrriciaL PHOTOGRAPH.

e
WITH A GREAT SHELL BURSTING NEAR THEM: A STRETCHER SQUAD ON NO MAN'S LAND PICKING UP A WOUNDED MAN ;
AND ANOTHER (COMPOSED OF GERMAN PRISONERS) BRINGING IN ANOTHER STRETCHER CASE,

whose work it is to collect the wounded during a Nights ' story. Tlfn olh.u squad to the right, who have already taken up another wounded
perilous and is performed with the utmost devotion. They have to man and are Purm' him back towards a dressing-station, is composed, it may be noted,
extremely 's barrage fire which falls behind our attacking troops of German prisoners, many ',l whom are employed in emergency to help in this werk.
In this ph h a big shell is seen bursting They are wsually glad to do it being thankful to have so far escaped with their lives ;

up a wounded man, the huge ke-cloud but it happens that German prisoners are killed by shells from their own guns
weird picture of a genie or afreet in an ‘' Arabian before they reach the security of our Prison-camps.
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