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...
Our Enemies have represented us as Men of low Birth, and of desperate Fortunes.- We who are now in Arms, are, for the greatest Part, of the most ancient Families of this Island, whose Forefathers asserted the Liberties of their Country, long, long before the Names of many of our Declaimers were ever heard of. Our Blood is good, and that our Actions shall make appear. If our Fortunes be not great, our Virtue has kept them low; and desperate we may be truly called; for we are determined to conquer or dy [die]
The Justice therefore of the Cause we now appear for, the Interest of the Nation which we support and pursue, and the glorious Character of our Royal Leader, may each by itself, or all together, abundantly convince the Nation, that now at last there appears an happy and unforeseen Opportunity of acquiring all these Blessings which a distrest Nation has been so long wishing for in vain.
This golden Opportunity we have laid hold of; and in Justice to ourselves and Fellow-Subjects, are obliged thus to apprise them of the Uprightness of our Intentions, in carrying into Execution a Scheme calculated and adapted to those Principles of Liberty, which the true Lovers of their Country have been polishing and refining for these many Years past.

Perhaps you may find Fault that you were not apprised of this Undertaking. No more were we. GOD has conducted, the Prince of Wales has executed; and we thereby in Possession of Scotland, and victorious over one of the Elector’s Armies, which nothing could have saved from total Destruction, but the Authority and Mercy of a young Conqueror, possest of all the shining Virtues which can adorn a Throne, and who may challenge the keenest Enemy of his Royal Family to impute to him a Vice which can blacken the Character of a Prince. Compare his Clemency [mercy] towards all the Prisoners and wounded at the Battle of Gladsmuir, with the Executions, Imprisonments and Banishments exercised by the German Family after their Success at Preston in the Year 1715, and your Affections will tell you, who is the true Father of the People.
We have hitherto only spoke to your Interests; when his Royal Highness comes himself amongst you, let his Appearance, his Moderation, his Affability, his Tenderness and Affection for those he can truly call his Countrymen, speak to your Passions; then you, who, at the Instigation of your Enemies, are now arming for the Defence, as you imagine, of your respective Communities, will be able to judge, from whom you will have the best Reason to expect Protection. Thus far we can take upon us to promise in his Highness’s Name, that such as shall make no Resistance to our Troops, though before our Arrival they may have been levying War against us, may nevertheless depend upon
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the most ample Security for their Persons and Estates, provided, by a timely Surrender of their Arms, they put it in our Power to protect them against the Fury of the Army: And how foolish will it be, after this Assurance for any City, Corporation or County, to attempt to make Head against the combined Force of a whole Nation, collected in a numerous Army, and flushed with Success?- If any Misfortune therefore ensure from a Disregard of this Admonition, we of his Royal Highness’s Army declare ourselves free of all Blame therein.
It is Time for you now, O Countrymen, to lay aside all Animosities, all Distinctions of Families or Names, and to confine your Thoughts only to the Interest of these Kingdoms, connecting with them as you go along the Sentiments you had a few Years ago.

What Transport of Joy would the Bulk of the British Nation have felt upon a certain remarkable and never to be forgotten Period in our political History, (that great Change of Ministry which happened not long ago, when the Cries of a distressed People, supported by the Interest and Influence of powerful. Though designing Men, accomplished the Ruin of a mighty Minister;) how great would have been your Joy, had you then had from the Elector of Hanover such a Declaration, as that emitted the tenth of this Month by his Royal Highness, the Heir and Representative of our natural and only rightful Sovereign?

Is it possible to conceive the universal Satisfaction which such a Declaration would have occasioned, unless we judge of it by our fatal Disappointment? We leave it to yourselves to make the Application.

As it is not our Intention here to set forth the domestick Grievances of the Nation, nor the scandalous Preference shewed upon all Occasions to a pitiful foreign Concern; for as we address ourselves chiefly to the Friends of Liberty, and the Constitution, we suppose you all abundantly instructed in them: Nor would it serve but to lengthen this Letter, to enumerate the many Promises contained in the King’s and Prince’s Declarations and Manifesto’s to his Subjects upon this Occasion: We have abundantly explained our own Motives for now appearing in Arms, and would willingly use a little ferious Expostulation with you, Gentlemen, who intend to oppose us.

What then, in the Name of GOD, do you propose to yourselves? Is it also the Interest of Great Britain and Ireland? Or, is it the Support of the Elector of Hanover’s Family in the Succession to the Crown of these Realms? If your Armaments proceed form the first of these Motives, tell us what a Prince can do more to make you a free and a happy People? What Security can you have more than his Word, and his Army’s Guarantee, until the Nation shall have Time abundantly to secure themselves by Parliament?

If you be satisfied with the Promises made you and the Security if the Performance, do you disapprove of this Method of bringing about
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the Execution by Force of Arms? If you do, be so good as suggest another equally efficacious.

That by Parliament indeed, would have been universally the most acceptable; but we cannot be so infatuated as to remain in eternal Bondage, unless a Parliament, composed of Hirelings, should set us at Liberty; nor have we any Hopes, that the Elector will strip himself of that pecuniary Influence, by which alone he has carried, over the Bellies of the Nation, every destructive Measure.

On the other Hand, if the Dispute is to be, whether the Stuart or Hanoverian Family shall reign over Great Britain, without Reference to the Interest of the Nation, we need use no other Argument than the Sword with such as shall oppose as upon those Principles.
To conclude, we desire to lay this important Question before you in a new Light. Suppose, for it is only a Supposition, That this dreadful and unnatural Rebellion, as you are taught to call it, should be extinguished and quashed, and every Man concerned in it executed on a Scaffold: Your Joy no Doubt would be very great upon so glorious an Event; your Address would then be turned into Thanksgivings; your Parliament would meet and cloath your beloved Sovereign with new Powers; your standing Army, which has hitherto been looked upon as the Bane of the Constitution, would then be consecrated as your Deliverers; and the Reverend Bishops of the Church of England, would be hail’d from the most distant Corners of the Island, by the glorious Appellation of Patriots, and Protectors of British Liberty. O happy thrice happy Nation, who have such an Army, and such a Bench of Bishops, ready upon this Occasion, to rescue them from Popery, from Slavery, Tyranny and Arbitrary Power!
When indeed the first Transport of your Joy would be over, for you are not to expect that these Halcyon Days are ever to remain, you might perhaps find to your fatal Experience, that the Constitution of your Country was not in the least improved, and upon the Return of the unavoidable Consequences of those Evils all along complained of, and which now you have so fair an Opportunity of having redressed, you would at last be sensible, that we were those, who in Truth deserved the Appellation of Deliverers, Patriots, and Protectors of the British Liberty. But this last Part of our Letter is addressed only to such, as we expect to meet with in a Field of Battle, and we are hopeful, that those will prove but an inconsiderable Part of the Nations of Great Britain and Ireland; and that you our Countrymen and Fellow-Subjects, upon being advised and informed, as you have now been, of the whole Plan of this glorious Expedition, will cheerfully join Issue with us, and share in the Glory of restoring our King, and in setting our Country free, which by the Strength of our Arm, the Assistance of our Allies, and the Blessing of Almighty God, we shortly expect to see accomplished.
