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MH 12/10320, 

Clutton Poor Law 

Union 

correspondence, 

1834 – 1838.  

Coloured, hand 

drawn map of the 

parishes within 

the Clutton Poor 

Law Union, 

Somerset.

1836.



Llanfyllin Workhouse



Poor Law Report of the Commissioners, 1834.



Poor Law Commission Somerset House

George Nicholls, Frankland Lewis and John George Shaw-Lefevre

Edwin Chadwick 
(secretary)Assistant Poor Law Commissioners

Parish A.  Parish B.   Parish C.   Parish D.

Poor Law Union (Board 
of Guardians)

Central workhouse 300: 
1834-1839

Master/Mistress

Clerk to the Guardians

1. Outdoor relief to continue for the aged and infirm – but abolished for the able bodied – who would be
„offered the house‟.

2. Conditions in the workhouse to be „less eligible‟ than that of the lowest paid labourer. * To make the
workhouse a feared institution of last resort.

3. Establish a central Poor Law Commission with three commissioners to oversee the poor law and
create/impose national uniformity.

4. Parishes to be joined together in Poor Law Unions, share a central workhouse, governed by elected
guardians, run by a master/mistress of the house.



MH 12: Poor Law Union Correspondence

16,741 volumes.
10,881,650 folios.
21,763,300 pages.

c. 200 words per page.

4,352,660,000 words.
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MH 12/5967 Liverpool Select Vestry. Copy of the death certificate for

George Jordan, an 8 year old, son of George Jordan, labourer;

reported to have died ‘from Exhaustion from the want of sufficient

food’.

Signed by Joseph Horn, Registrar of Births and Deaths. 17 January

1845. [This is one of a collection of papers on Jordan’s death].



MH /13905, Bromsgrove Poor Law Union 

Correspondence, 1841 – 1842.

Letter stating that a boy named Henry 

Cartwright died in the workhouse due to 

being immersed in a solution of potassium 

sulphate.  Nineteen people had been 

afflicted with the ‘itch’ (scabies) and the 

surgeon had directed that they should be 

washed in this solution as a treatment.  

Unfortunately the boys immersion in the 

solution destroyed his skin and lead to his 

death.  2 February 1842.

The enquiry into the matter concluded that 

Dr Fletcher had been to blame for having 

delegated the task of applying this 

powerful remedy to the Nurse.  However, 

due to his previous zeal in the 

performance of his duties, his kind 

attention to the patients and his previously 

unblemished character it was resolved that 

he should retain his office.



MH 12/8978, Berwick-Upon-

Tweed Poor Law Union 

correspondence 1843 – 1844.

Letter from a 69-year-old pauper 

who claims he was ‘cruelly used’ 

by the Master, being thrown 

down by him and then sat on.  

He states that ‘every sort of vice 

is encouraged here by the 

Master and Doctor’.  4 March 

1843.

In a follow up letter (overleaf) 

the Master denies the charge 

stating that he had ordered the 

pauper to go and break stones 

but the man refused and had 

been abusive and was going to 

turn violent.

It is thought that the note was 

actually written by another 

pauper called Middleton who is 

known to be a bad character.



MH 12/16254, Cardiff Poor Law Union

correspondence, Jan-June 1859

First page of a long investigation into the

misconduct of Edward John, Master of the

Workhouse. He was charged with

reducing food allowances for the paupers

to improve the rations for Officers, altering

account books to cover up his doings and

returning to the workhouse drunk and

improperly punishing two inmates.

The report contains several witness

statements and newspaper clippings and

details of the rations received by inmates

and Officers.

The Master and Mistress and their

daughter, the schoolmistress , were all

forced to resign but after a petition in

favour of John, he was reinstated .

17 January 1859.



MH 12/14016, Kidderminster Poor Law Union Correspondence, 1834 – 1838.

Letter from Henry Saunders, Clerk to the Guardians of the Kidderminster Union, to Robert Weale, Assistant Poor

Law Commissioner, concerning an anti-new poor law meeting in the town. A page from the Kidderminster

Messenger is included. The ‘principal actors’ or activists at the local meeting were Mr Tuck and Mr Regan and

the meeting was held at the Wheat Sheaf; described as a ‘third rate public house’. Most of those attending were

journeymen woolcombers. 10 February 1837.



MH 12/15158. Keighley Poor 

Law Union Correspondence, 

1834 – 1842.

Poster from the Keighley Poor 

Law Union guardians, who 

have voted for the repeal of 

the ‘unjust and tyrannical’ 

Poor Law Amendment Act.

2 February 1842.

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/












“The documents are really interesting. I can see no housework getting done!!”  - Linda Hanson, Basford group. 

“We don‟t have the first Guardians Minute book but the Commissioners were sent copies of the minutes for the first couple of 
meetings and so we will be able to reconstitute part of it from your records which is great!”  - Linda Bankier, Berwick group co-
ordinator and archivist at Berwick upon Tweed Record Office. 

“As an ex-civil servant, being in the Ministry of Health in the 1960s, I found little change in working methods over 100 years and 
almost felt that I was there with the action. I could empathise with the writers of the correspondence” – Bernard Peel, Keighley
group. 

"The transcription of the workhouse records is vital for the history of our nation. These records record the history of our nation 
from the bottom to the top rather than the usual way, top to bottom. Such history records the making of what the man in the 
street is today” - Peter Jones, Liverpool group. 

“I'm excited about the thought of getting on with the next lot ……. Can't wait to see what 'ignorance and inadvertance' 
Belbroughton manages to contrive next.” – Margaret Hathaway – Bromsgrove group. 

“Across the country better [medical] practice and services were developing as cities grew so quickly in the mid-Victorian period. I 
am sure that study of this would be fascinating at all levels of education. No doubt much is covered already, but broad studies of 
policy and legislation would be enlivened by access to the nuts and bolts of what was happening in the homes and workplaces of the 
working population.” – Bill Jones, Liverpool group. 

“It would be fair to say the individual members have found their feet, conquered the technology and are thoroughly enjoying 
themselves.  At a recent anniversary party for the 100 or so volunteers who work at the Museum we were in grave danger of 
becoming poor law bores - huddled in corners, sharing discoveries over the buffet and gleefully foisting enthusiasm on anyone who 
asked what we do at the Museum!” – Julie Dexter, Radstock group co-ordinator and Trustee of the Radstock, Midsomer Norton and 
District Museum Society.

“Have to say I'm thoroughly enjoying doing these - it will be like losing a group of friends - Edward Senior [Assistant Poor Law
Commissioner], William Ashton [Clerk to the Guardians], etc. when I've finished.”  - Gill Howden, Basford Union group. 


