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The National Archives’ Board summary 
 
18 December 2019 
 
Executive Team Update 
 
An update was given on the National Archives Trust and the proposed launch event in February. 
 
Early results from the recent Civil Service Staff Survey showed an improved overall response rate 
and engagement score.  A detailed paper would be brought to the Board in February. 
 
The Board considered a paper on the proposed Embedded Learning Spaces Project, and the results 
of the retendering exercise.   
 
The Board noted an update paper on the review of The National Archives’ security classification of 
archived material. 
 
The Board noted the December updates. 
 
Non-executive Board Members verbal update 
 
Non-executive Board Members updated on recent activity. 
 
There was a brief update on the recent Audit & Risk Committee meeting.  A number of issues had 
been discussed, including the Arabian Gulf Digital Archives project and the accounting procedures for 
The National Archives Trust. 
 
The Board noted the December updates. 
 
Corporate Reports 
 
The Board reviewed the November financial report. 
 
The Board noted the Report. 
 
Research Update 
 
The Board was given an update on the current context for research and research funding, and 
strategic direction, including an update on two externally funded research projects. 
 
Although relatively small, the team was developing a wide range of initiatives, but acknowledged the 
need to identify worthwhile projects, with key partners. A research advisory group was being set up to 
provide help and guidance in identifying future projects. 
 
The Board was pleased to note the positive developments and endorsed the approach being 
taken. 
 
Digital Strategy Update 
 
The Board reviewed the progress made to implement the Digital Strategy and commission an 
updated and refreshed Digital Strategy, aligned to Archives for Everyone goals. 
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The challenges of recruitment and retention were discussed and it was noted that a number of 
avenues were being considered. 
 
The Board was pleased to note the success of the Digital Strategy.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed. 


