
Summary notes from Science and Technology Archives meeting, Dana Studio, 

Science Museum Dana Research Centre and Library, 29 June 2016 

 

Discussion on the draft strategic plan and network 

This plan is based upon recommendations in The National Archives options paper, 

clarified and focused through the discussions at the science and technology archives 

meeting held at TNA on 5 April 2016.  These objectives go towards addressing the 

requirements noted in the options paper to: improve access to and exploitation of 

existing sources, improve archival capture of contemporary records and ensure long-

term sector infrastructure to ensure sustainability.   

Objective Potential 
start  

Principal actor/  
Main potential 
partners 

Establish a network and specialist interest group 
for science and technology archives, and build 
links with science and technology archives 
internationally 
 

June 
2016 

All 

Organise a workshop on cataloguing needs and 
resources 
 

2017 TNA/Centre for 
Scientific 
Archives/’Science & 
Technology Archives 
Group’ (STAG) 
 

Organise, support and participate in workshops 
on guidance requirements for scientists and 
archivists to equip them better to understand, 
preserve and access archives of science and 
technology 
 

2017 TNA/STAG 
Higher Education 
Archives 
Programme/British 
Society for the 
History of Science 
 

Improve knowledge of collecting policies in the 
area of science and technology, identify gaps 
and consider how collecting can be better 
coordinated 
 

2017 TNA/STAG 
 

Identification of areas within science and 
technology of particular concern and 
relationships built with partners working in those 
areas 
 

2018 STAG/TNA 
BSHS, engineering 
institutions etc 

Initiate discussions with Science Research 
Councils and other parties on issues relating to 
the archival dimension of data management and 
investigate developing a documentation strategy 
approach in certain areas 

2017 TNA/ STAG/SRCs 
Wellcome, HEAP 



 

Improve knowledge of and access to  research 
resources in the area of science and technology 
 

2018 TNA 
BSHS 

 

Table 1 

 The plan wasn’t missing much but certain areas were worth highlighting: the 

need for promotion and advocacy; the need for sustainable solutions. 

 Were collections at risk covered? How could they be identified? 

 How best to provide training and guidance.  There were activities happening 

and existing networks to which we might be able to connect and link 

 How to ensure what survives is not just data in the public domain but personal 

records. The need for an encompassing approach. 

 

Table 2 

 As a starting point we need to define what it is we’re talking about for 

scientists, and convey the meaning of historical research on STEM archives. 

 No false distinction should be made between science and engineering, it was 

increasingly becoming a meaningless differentiation.  Medicine too must be 

included under the new group. 

 Scientists should be involved at an early stage, especially early career 

scientists, and also funders and research councils. 

[Note: can we find suitable scientists to serve on the STAG Committee?] 

 There are already two quick wins: 

- the creation of the network  

- the Heidelberg meeting in November 

 It would be best to link together the provision of workshops with the provision 

of guidance. 

 We need to know the key active collecting institutions globally as well as 

nationally. 

 There are opportunities to embed workshops and seminars in meetings and 

events that are already happening. 

 

Table 3 

 Much science, technology and engineering are associated with the business 

world so there is a need for corporate engagement: it’s not just individuals. 

 We need to examine the research use of scientific archives. 

 It is important to produce a summary of collecting gaps to inform decision-

making and allocation of effort. 

 What is happening with collections of scientific and engineering archives in 

non-scientific repositories? 

 Can a connection with historical groups within learned/professional scientific 

societies help reach scientists? 



 Seek to bring funding bodies and policy-makers into the loop. 

 

Table 4 

 There is already considerable scope for working with other organisations and 

institutions, such as working on research data management issues with HEAP 

(Higher Education Archives Programme). 

 The National Archives can help to open doors using its relationships with 

bodies like the Business Archives Council.   

 There is scope for quick wins such as the creation of the group itself, building 

a simple webpage with links, case-studies etc. to be fleshed out later. 

 The importance of advocacy  

 What’s missing? In particular, digital (software and hardware, manuals, grey 

literature). The Science Museum must have a leading role here.   

 

Engineering 

Anne Locker, Archivist of the Institution of Engineering and Technology spoke.  

Unfortunately the archivists of the ICE and IMechE were unable to attend the 

meeting but she had discussed it with them. 

 

Anne described the situation of the engineering institutions, the work that they had 

been doing and their particular concerns.  She highlighted issues including: 

1. The close connection between engineering and business. 

2. How to link archives to academic research. 

3. Collections at risk. 

4. How to promote good management (and use) or engineering collections in non-

specialist repositories.  

5. The role of volunteers. 

She acknowledged that these could be shared issues. 

 

Anne reported on discussions around the establishment of an engineering archives 

network and its possible relationship to the work on science and technology archives 

and expressed her willingness to explore how best to develop this.  Do we carry on 

as parallel but friendly initiatives or do we bring the strands together in a common 

network? 

 

Discussion 

The discussion was appreciative of the interests of engineering institutions but it was 

felt that engineering should not be seen as an activity separate from science, and the 

new group ought to represent engineering and include it within its remit.   

 

There was agreement that the new group would necessarily be broad-based and 

would therefore offer a range of activities to meet the needs and concerns of 



different members.   It was also argued that a single larger and wider group would be 

better able to make an impact. 

 

The feeling of the meeting was therefore that if possible the two initiatives should 

form one project.  Anne agreed to join the steering group of the new body. 

 

Summing up 

 There was general approval of the broad thrust of the strategic plan but also 

agreement that it was a starting point that would have to be considered in 

detail. 

 There was general approval for the establishment of a new group and it was 

agreed this would provisionally be called the ‘Science and Technology 

Archive Group’ (STAG). 

Engineering and also medicine and mathematics would be included within the 

remit but if/how they might be explicitly represented in the title would need to 

be considered. 

 It was noted that the Arts and Humanities Research Council gave significant 

grants (£60-70k) for the formation of new research networks. 

 A page on TNA’s website would give initial information and the range of 

interested networks and forums to be contacted initially would be developed. 

 

STAG Steering Committee 

The following volunteered at the meeting: 

 

Anne Barrett, Archivist & Corporate Records Manager, Imperial College; Chair of 

Trustees of the Centre for Scientific Archives  

Geoff Browell, Head of Archives Services, King's College London  

Victoria Cranna, Archivist & Records Manager, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine  

Rachel Foss, Head of Contemporary Archives and Manuscripts, British Library  

Anne Locker, Archivist, Institution of Engineering and Technology  

Suzanne Paul, Keeper of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cambridge University 

Library  

Tim Powell, Senior Adviser: Independent Archives, The National Archives  

Nick Wyatt, Head of Library & Archives, Science Museum 

 

Subsequently the following volunteered to join the committee: 

Rod Bowie, Geoscience Information and Records Manager, National Geoscience 

Data Centre, British Geological Survey  

Jenny Shaw,  Special Collections Manager (Development & Stewardship), Wellcome 

Library  

Jamie Stark, University Academic, Fellow in Medical Humanities, University of 

Leeds; British Society for the History of Science 


