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WELCOME AND 
INTRODUCTION  
 
 

 
Welcome  
Introduction  
 

 
Jeff James 
 

 
Jeff James (Chief Executive and Keeper, The National 
Archives) 
 
As Chief Executive, Jeff has overall responsibility for The 
National Archives’ future direction as well as current 
performance, and is accountable to ministers for both. 

Jeff started his career as an electronic engineer in the 
Royal Navy. He has held operational management roles at 
the University of Leeds, Swift Research and the British 
Library. He spent six years as Director of Operations and 
Services at The National Archives before joining the 
Chartered Institute of Housing as Deputy Chief Executive 
and Director of Operations. Jeff returned to The National 
Archives to take up the role of Chief Executive and Keeper 
in July 2014. 

 
KEYNOTE  
 
 
 

 
Getting the Data Right: Implementing an 
Enterprise Information Strategy at Jisc  
The Enterprise Information Strategy at Jisc 
focuses on three key areas; information 
management where we are deploying Office 

 
Dr David Reeve, 
(Head of 
Information 
Strategy, Jisc) 
 

 
Dr David Reeve is an experienced Information Manager 
who has worked in both the public and private sectors. He 
began his career as an archivist working at the Dorset 
Archive Service before becoming a records manager and 
then information manager.  As well as driving the 



365/SharePoint; establishing information 
security best practice across the company; 
and Data Governance, where we are focusing 
on our core systems and processes and 
working on data quality improvements. This 
is supporting our new Enterprise Data 
Warehouse Project.   
 
This paper will focus on two aspects: firstly 
how the Office 365 and SharePoint 
implementation is encouraging new ways of 
working, improving availability and improving 
the quality and integrity of our information; 
and secondly discussing the opportunity to 
deliver a Data Governance Programme to 
improve the data quality and processes in 
our core source systems, allowing us to 
deliver quality reporting from our new 
Enterprise Data Warehouse systems. These in 
turn will significantly improve the way we 
work as a business and with our 
customers.  This paper will give a flavour of 
how this work is allowing us to use our 
information and data more smartly; one of 
the key aims of our Enterprise Information 
Strategy. 
 

information management agenda at Dorset County 
Council for a number of years he is also a frequent lecturer 
in the subject at regional, national and European 
events.  He has been Head of Information Strategy at Jisc 
since April 2015, the digital technology company that 
supports the HE and FE sector.  This includes developing 
and implementing an Enterprise Information Strategy for 
the company, focussing on information management, data 
governance and information security.   
 

 
TALKING HEADS 

 
State of the Catalogue 
The National Archives' catalogue – now 

 
Andrew Janes  
(The National 

 
Andrew Janes has worked at The National Archives since 
2008 and is currently Senior Archivist (Future Catalogues) 



integrated within the wider Discovery service 
– contains over 13 million entries, which vary 
hugely in granularity and amount of detail. 
Our State of the Catalogue programme looks 
strategically at data-adequacy to identify 
significant 'holes' within the catalogue and 
carry out large-scale improvements to entries 
that do not yet meet a minimum threshold of 
acceptability. 
 
This talk will address: 

 Defining and measuring 'bad data' 

 How bad data problems have arisen 

 Low-tech methods of data-
enhancement using Excel 

 A 'data-centric' perspective as a 
radically traditional approach to the 
moral defence of the record 

 

Archives) responsible for the State of the Catalogue programme. He 
holds an MSc Econ in Archive Administration from 
Aberystwyth University and is a registered member of the 
Archives and Records Association. Andrew's professional 
interests include metadata standards and the cataloguing 
of maps and plans. He is the co-author of Maps: Their 
Untold Stories (Bloomsbury, 2014). 
 

 
Introducing the British Library’s Collection 
Metadata Strategy in the context of its 
unique collections 

As part of wider structural change the British 
Library has united the management of the 
metadata we hold about our collections – 
Collection Metadata – and has published a 
strategy setting out the principles and 
priorities for action in the medium term. Bill 

 
Bill Stockting (The 
British Library 

 
Bill Stockting is an acknowledged expert on archival 
processing, description, and its digital automation. At the 
Public Record Office and National Archives, he was a 
member of the team that developed the first online 
catalogue system (PROCAT) and operationally managed 
the ground breaking Access to Archives (A2A) Programme. 
At the British Library, he is currently responsible for the 
processing and cataloguing the Library’s special collection 
materials. Previously Bill led the development of the 
Integrated Archives and Manuscripts System (IAMS) which 



Stockting will introduce the strategy and 
discuss how these priorities – particularly 
that relating to opening up access to 
metadata and its re-use - are shaping current 
developments with the metadata for our 
unique archive, manuscript and visual arts 
collections. Along the way he will note that 
these activities are only possible because we 
now see the information we have about our 
collections as data rather than as catalogues 
in the traditional sense. 

 

provides single cataloguing and access environments for 
the Library's archive and manuscript collections for the 
first time. Bill is a member of the Society of American 
Archivists' Technical Sub-committee on Encoded Archival 
Standards (EAS) and of the International Council on 
Archives' (ICA) Expert Group on Archival Description. 
 

 
Archiving events: data integration with the 
CIDOC-CRM 
  
Archiving methods have evolved with the 
concept of the document in mind and 
therefore archival search tools are designed 
to retrieve documents. Researchers, 
however, require data for their work.  
This paper will propose a new method for 
structuring data held in archives, enabling 
researchers to work more efficiently. The 
proposal focuses on the idea of the event as 
the core data type that documents are linked 
to. Other information (e.g. locations, people, 
objects) are also linked to events. The paper 
will explain how search tools could be 

 
Dr Athanasios 
Velios (Reader, 
Chelsea College of 
Art) 

 
Athanasios Velios is Reader in Digital Documentation at 
the Ligatus Research Centre and the CCW Graduate 
School, University of the Arts London. He graduated from 
the Technological Educational Institute of Athens with a 
degree in Archaeological Conservation. He then moved to 
London to complete his PhD at the Royal College of Arts 
and the Imperial College. His PhD work focussed on 
Computer Applications to Conservation and more 
specifically Conservation Documentation. In 
2004 he joined UAL as a Research Assistant working for 
the St.  
Catherine's Project. He later became a Research Fellow, 
Reader and recently co-director of Ligatus. He was the 
Principle Investigator for the "Archive As Event" AHRC 
project working on the online archive of the artist John 
Latham. He has been a reviewer in a number of 



improved by indexing these links. The 
proposal is illustrated with selected examples 
from artists’ archives. 
 

conferences, journals and research councils. He is the 
webmaster for the International Institute for 
Conservation. He initiated the Documentation Network of 
the Institute of Conservation in the UK and he is a member 
of the ICOM CIDOC-CRM Special Interest Group. He is a 
keen supporter of open source software and open 
distribution of knowledge. 
 

 
From objects to data Understanding and 
proactively embracing the possibilities of 
the digital stewardship of our information. 
 
Data underpins the management and use of 
collections of all kinds. In this talk Glenn will 
look at some of the peculiar data challenges 
faced by the museum community in an 
environment where objects have traditionally 
been given pre-eminence. Now that 
museums are proactively engaging with 
‘digital’ what does this mean for our data? 
What unique perspectives can the museum 
offer data curators? And what are the risks, 
and perhaps more importantly, the 
opportunities that lie ahead? 
 

 
Glenn Cumiskey 
(Digital Preservation 
Manager, British 
Museum)  

 
Glenn Cumiskey has worked for almost twenty years in 
national archiving, digitisation, oral history, folklore and 
music projects both here in the UK and at home in Ireland. 
He has worked with the Irish Traditional Music Archive, 
and in partnership with RTÉ (the Irish National 
Broadcaster), the British Library National Sound Archive, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, and the Department of 
Irish Folklore in numerous long-term projects. He is driven 
by a strong belief in the use of archives and digital 
technology to safeguard, democratise and provide access 
to hitherto inaccessible or endangered collections for the 
public good. He has increasingly become interested in the 
significant challenges that digital objects present from the 
perspective of long-term preservation. 
 
Glenn is a contributor to the Digital Preservation 
Coalition's 2nd edition of the Digital Preservation 
Handbook and is a member of the DPC Princess Street 
Group, a digital preservation network for National 
Libraries, Archives and Museums in the UK and Ireland. 



 
POSTERS 

 
GB1900: Crowd-sourcing millions of British 
place-names from 1900s Six-Inch Maps 
Existing British place name gazetteers are 
either “modern”, lacking provenance and old 
usages, or relatively small. The nearest to an 
exception is the DEEP gazetteer constructed 
from the reports of the English Place Names 
Survey (EPNS), but like the EPNS it is 
incomplete, missing whole counties, and the 
only coordinates are for whole parishes. The 
EPNS’s methodology begins by harvesting all 
place names appearing on the earliest six 
inch to one mile Ordnance Survey maps, and 
the Cymru 1900 project 
(www.cymru1900wales.org), led by the 
National Library of Wales and the Welsh 
Historic Monuments Commission, began 
work on a new survey of Wales using 
essentially the same source but crowd-
sourcing the name extraction, using a crowd-
sourcing tool built on  the Zooniverse 
platform. An obvious limitation was that it 
relied on geo-referenced mapping already 
expensively licensed, inevitably only covering 
Wales. Less obviously, the software was 
excellent at getting initial transcriptions but 
not at getting confirmatory transcriptions of 
the same name. GB 1900 is a new project 
with additional partners, launching in 2016 

 
Humphrey Southall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Humphrey Southall is Professor of Historical Geography 
at the University of Portsmouth, and Director of the 
Great Britain Historical GIS. His team created the web site 
A Vision of Britain through Time, which blends maps, 
travel writing, old census reports and most of the contents 
of Youngs’ Guide to the Local Administrative Units of 
England to provide an online resource covering every 
town and village in Britain: a substantially revised and 
extended system including 2011 census data and the 2015 
General Election will launch in 2016. Working with Lex 
Berman (Harvard) and Ruth Mostern (UC Merced), he has 
edited PLACING NAMES: Enriching and Integrating 
Gazetteers (Indiana University Press, 2016, in press). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cymru1900wales.org/


and needing your help in recruiting 
transcribers. It will create the most detailed 
place name gazetteer for the whole of Great 
Britain, using maps scanned and geo-
referenced by the National Library of 
Scotland; and the software now runs on the 
GB Historical GIS project’s servers in 
Portsmouth, modified to encourage 
confirmatory transcription. 
 
Filling the Digital Preservation Gap - 
University of Hull, University of York             
In order to manage research data effectively 
for the long term we need to consider how 
we incorporate digital preservation 
functionality into our Research Data 
Management (RDM)workflows. The idea 
behind the “Filling the Digital Preservation 
Gap” project is to investigate 
Archivematica and explore how it might be 
used to provide digital preservation 
functionality within a wider infrastructure for 
Research Data Management. Phase 1 of the 
project investigated the need for digital 
preservation and looked specifically at how 
the open source digital preservation system 
Archivematica could fulfil this function. The 
project team assessed how it would handle 
research data of various types and some 
areas for improvement were identified. In 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Mitcham  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Wilson is University Archivist at the University of 
Hull, based at the Hull History Centre. In 2010 Simon was 
seconded to the role of Digital Archivist on the AIMS 
Project (a collaboration between the Universities of Hull, 
Stanford, Virginia and Yale) which sought to identify 
commonality in processing born-digital archives. The 
experiences of the four project partners led to the AIMS 
White Paper published in 2012 advocating good practice 
with regard to born-digital material. Since then Simon has 
spoken widely on practical digital preservation and in 
particular seeking to encourage individuals and 
organisations to take their first steps in digital 
preservation. Simon is currently Chair of the Archives and 
Records Association Section for Archives & Technology. 
 
Jenny Mitcham has been the Digital Archivist at the 
University of York, based within the Borthwick Institute 
for Archives since 2012. Prior to that she worked as a 
digital archivist at the Archaeology Data Service. At York 
she is involved in implementing a new Archival 



phase 2 of the project some development 
work to enhance Archivematica and help 
integrate it other repository and reporting 
systems.  We are now working on phase 3 of 
the project, and intend to get a proof of 
concept implementation of Archivematica for 
research data up and running. We are also 
looking at the issue of research data file 
formats and how we can ensure these are 
better recognised by the file identification 
tools such as Archivematica. We see this as 
one of the main barriers to the preservation 
of research data and a key area for the wider 
community to engage with. 
 
Since taking up her post at the V&A in late 
2009 and APAC in 2014, Ramona has been 
advocating the need to utilise technology and 
innovative thinking to make performing arts 
data and resources discoverable. At present 
it is very challenging, if impossible, to 
effectively identify information about past 
productions, their venues and relevant 
creative teams and cast. Similarly it is difficult 
to efficiently catalogue and make relevant 
material discoverable held across 
organisations and information systems. 
Particularly family historians struggle to 
identify material in the 19th century relating 
to performing arts due to the lack of any 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramona Riedzewski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Management System at the Borthwick and planning to 
implement Archivematica to provide a digital preservation 
system for the born digital archives in our care. She is 
currently managing the Jisc funded “Filling the Digital 
Preservation Gap” project which is looking at how to 
preserve research data. She established the UK 
Archivematica group in 2015 to encourage Archivematica 
users (and explorers) across the UK to come together and 
talk about their workflows for preservation with 
Archivematica. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramona Riedzewski is the archivist and conservation 
manager for the Theatre and Performance department at 
the V&A. It is the UK’s National Collection of the 
performing arts and one of the largest of its kind in the 
world comprising more than 450 archive collections in 
addition to extensive library and museum collections. 
Ramona is also an Executive Committee member of APAC, 
the Association for Performing Arts Collections (UK & 
Ireland), which is one of the Arts Council’s recognised 
Subject Specialist Networks. SIBMAS is the international 
parent body of APAC and Ramona also serves on its 
Executive Committee representing both the V&A and 
APAC. 
 
 



comprehensive or indeed authoritative 
printed or online resources. Elsewhere 
academics wishing to study a particular work, 
writer, company, etc. do not have easy 
access to relevant data for research use. 
Since the early 2000s, the Australian research 
project Ausstage has led in making Australian 
performing arts data accessible. APAC wants 
to follow this lead with a similar web 
resource documenting the UK performing 
arts, as well as linking to actual holdings by 
organisations across the UK. The big vision is 
to create something like the IMDB.com for 
the UK performing arts, which will be the go 
to website for anybody looking for 
performing arts information and related 
holdings. 
 
 
 
 
A Map of Data - Finding Your Way 
My poster looks at the way in which physical 
and digital archive environments have many 
crossovers.  Thinking about the broad 
concepts of “data” and “ information” are 
helpful to understand how we might be able 
to bring the traditional skills of the archivist 
to the new digital environment.   I am very 
interested in the interactions between 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nia Mai Daniel  
 
 
Rachel MacGregor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head of Manuscripts, Visual Images, Maps and Music 
Unit, National Library of Wales 
 
I am Digital Archivist at Lancaster University where my 
role is to develop and implement a digital preservation 
environment for the University.  My focus is currently on 
the long term preservation of research data but also 
includes the university’s own archives and other digital 
content. 
My background is in local authority archives working in a 
range of different roles but always with traditional 
“physical” archives.   I have only recently made the leap 



traditional archives skills and newer technical 
skills and how they operate in the digital 
environment.   Our understanding of the 
importance of information, data and the 
interplay between the two mean archivists 
are well placed to provide the intellectual 
framework for curating and managing digital 
data.  I have been doing working on 
designing workflows for digital preservation 
systems and I have found it helpful to think 
about the broader picture of data from 
creation and use through to preservation and 
back to use again. 
 

 
 
 

into the digital world and am currently finding my way 
round both the challenges and possibilities of digital 
environments and also the HE sector.  
 
 
 

 
TALKING HEADS 

 
Breaking News: Archival Data Infiltrates 
Library Resource Discovery System   
Trials and tribulations of surfacing archive 
data via a library resource discovery tool.  
 
 
This winter Royal College of Nursing Library & 
Archive Services launched a new website and 
introduced a Resource Discovery package - a 
one stop search for 17 datasets including our 
library and our archive catalogues.  Our team 
harbours dreams of an integrated team, an 
integrated service and integrated data for 
our users;  but although Resource Discovery 
packages are now common across university 

 
Teresa Doherty 
(Royal College of 
Nursing) 

 
Teresa Doherty is currently at the Royal College of 
Nursing, co-managing the archive and library collections 
team.   The RCN Library, established in 1922, is the oldest 
nursing specific library in the world and is the largest 
nursing specific collection in Europe.  This year the RCN is 
celebrating its centenary and its publicly-accessible Library 
& Heritage Centre has recently launched a new exhibition 
‘The Voice of Nursing’.  A Centenary plus a brand new 
website plus amazing collections plus 430,000 + UK wide 
members plus a cracking team equals a lot of hard work 
and some wonderful opportunities at the London HQ it’s a 
fantastic time to join such a vibrant UK-wide organisation.   
Starting out as an archivist Teresa’s work has led her to 
manage specialist archive/library/museum collections.  
She’s spent most of her working life living through the 



libraries they do not include archival 
data.  This talk is about a walk in the 
unknown.  Find out how we’ve managed to 
make sense of our data for our users, and 
how to manage our librarians and archivists 
expectations!  Spoiler alert – Welsh language 
and authority records may be mentioned. 
www.rcn.org.uk/library  
 

retro-conversion and development of online cataloguing, 
using new and improved standards from across 
archive/library/museum professions.   
One key interest has been to share catalogues through 
open data initiatives: in particular how we can use data 
aggregates to improve access to subject specialist 
collections that are spread across numerous institutions.   
Teresa has been involved with UKAD since it was founded, 
often highlighting the perspective of small/medium sized 
offices to the debates on data sharing.  She also has a self 
confessed preoccupation with the potential development 
and use of name authorities by archivists. 
Previous posts include: The Women’s Library, Wellcome 
Library, Transport for London, London Guildhall 
Manuscripts & Archives, Hammersmith and Fulham 
Archives  
 

 
UK Medical Heritage   
Imaginative ways with medical: the future 
of the Hospital Records (HOSPREC) 
database. 
Using the Hospital Records Database as a case 
study, this paper will explore the ways in which 
‘old’ datasets and online resources can be 
refreshed, revived and reshaped to meet the 
changing needs of our audiences.  
The National Archives’ recent efforts to expand 
its Discovery service has seen a number of legacy 
services be relaunched as part of a single, 
comprehensive service. This paper will consider 

 
Jonathan Cates (The 
National Archives) 

 
I have worked at The National Archives since 2009 in a variety 

of roles largely centred around the development of our online 

catalogues and resources. Prior to working here I studied for 

degrees in History and subsequently the History of Art. I am 

currently working to complete masters degree in Archives and 

Records Management. For the past three years I have worked in 

the 'Archives Sector Development', which spearheads The 

National Archives’ work with the wider sector. My role, as 

Collections Knowledge Manager (Finding Archives), is to lead on 

the development of Discovery, with the goal of providing a new 

platform for contributing archives services, to make it a 

comprehensive national resource, and the primary destination 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/library


the limits of Discovery-type aggregations and ask 
to what extent there is still a place for bespoke 
research tools and services, or whether it is time 
to simply open our data and let our users explore 
its potential. 

  

for anyone wanting to access archives in the UK. 

  

 
Data analytics  
What it means for gathering, storing and 
sharing archive data at the BBC. 
 
A presentation providing an insight into the 
move towards the BBC archives being a data 
intelligence led operation. A review of the 
drivers for this change, the work this entails, 
some of the difficulties encountered and the 
profound impact this is having on operations 
for both archive teams and end users 
 

 

 
Steve Jupe (BBC 
Archives)  

 
Steve Jupe (Head of Archive Governance and Policy, BBC 
Archives) 
A 25-year career related to the archiving of content and 
data across all BBC media and related technologies. 
Currently responsible for setting archival direction across 
all output and platforms (TV, Online, Radio, Social Media 
& Text) and establishing the BBC’s digital archiving 
strategies.   
 

 
Data Data: facilitating access to research 
datasets over time 
 
In the last speaking slot before all of the 
UKAD speakers are invited to reflect on the 
data-centric theme of this year’s Forum, we 
argue that, in order to ‘get the data right’, 
archivists need first to understand much 
more about how, and by whom, such data 
might be accessed and used. Illustrated using 

 
Dr Alexandra 
Eveleigh 
(Research Associate 
for the 
Administrative Data 
Research Centre for 
England (ADRC-E) 
 
Victoria Cranna  
(Archivist & Records 

 
Dr Alexandra Eveleigh is a Research Associate for the 
Administrative Data Research Centre for England (ADRC-
E), based at UCL, and a Lecturer in Digital Humanities at 
the University of Westminster. Her diverse research 
interests focus on applying a user-centred perspective to 
information access and engagement in the digital world. 
Alexandra’s work for ADRC-E is investigating information 
governance best practices for the re-use of government 
administrative datasets in academia, particularly the 
issues of risk management, data provenance and trust, 



examples of longitudinal datasets in 
epidemiology, education, and transport 
research, we ask what archivists can learn 
from social scientists who use big datasets 
for quantitative analysis, and from research 
data managers who seek to establish the 
integrity of today’s data in order to validate 
and support research findings in both the 
present and the future. 
 

Manager at the 
London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine) 

and data subject consent. 
 
Victoria Cranna is the Archivist & Records Manager at the 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. The 
Archives Service is responsible for managing the School’s 
historical records, the Records Management Service, the 
Research Data Management Service, Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection Services. She has a 
growing interest in the relationship between archives and 
research data management and the reasons why the 
professions so not work more closely together. She has 
worked at the School for nearly 14 years, and has 
previously held roles at The Women’s Library, The Royal 
Society of Arts and Prudential Insurance. 

 
PANEL 
DISCUSSION 

  
Dr Jenny Bunn 
(Department of 
Information Studies, 
University College 
London) 
 
Dr David Reeve, 
(Head of 
Information 
Strategy, Jisc) 
 
Glenn Cumiskey 
(Digital Preservation 
Manager, British 
Museum)  

 
Jenny Bunn is a Lecturer on and the Programme Director 
of the Archives and Records Management programme at 
University College London. She has worked in a variety of 
archival institutions, including The National Archives and 
The Royal Bank of Scotland, and completed a PhD in 
Archive Studies in 2011. She is a member of the 
committee of the Archives and Records Association’s 
Section for Archives and Technology, joint editor of 
Archives and Records, and a founder member of the 
Cardigan Continuum London reading group. 
  



 
Andrew Janes  
(The National 
Archives) 
 
Bill Stockting (The 
British Library) 
 

INTRODUCING 
THE FRIDAY 
WORKSHOPS 

  
Jane Ronson 
(User Support and 
Engagement, 
Jisc) 
 

 
Jane's role is centred around user support, outreach 
activities and training (for both the Archives Hub and 
Copac). She contributes to and co-ordinates the Hub 
monthly features and co-ordinates the Hub contributor 
workshops. She is also responsible for maintaining reports 
to Hub contributors and regular email updates to our 
users' list.  
Jane originally joined the University of Manchester in 
2000, when she moved from the financial sector to be a 
Research Project Assistant at the Medical School. She then 
became a Specialist Library Assistant at Manchester 
Business School and undertook her MA Librarianship. Jane 
began work at Mimas in 2008 as Development Officer for 
the bibliographic services Web of Knowledge and Zetoc. 
She is in the process of becoming a Chartered member of 
CILIP and is a Mentor in the University's staff mentoring 
programme. 
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1. Speedwriting 
guidelines for 
cataloguing born 
digital material 
(Parts I&II)  
 

 
Have you had experience of cataloguing born 
digital material? Would you like to share your 
experience to help others? If so, this 
workshop is for you. Over the course of just 
under 3 hours we will be attempting to 
speed-write some draft guidelines for 
everyone facing this task. These will 
subsequently be published on the ARA SAT 
web pages for further comment and 
consultation. Shared problems need shared 
thinking so come and contribute yours. 
 

 
Dr Jenny Bunn 
(Department of 
Information Studies, 
University College 
London) 
  

 
Jenny Bunn is a Lecturer on and the Programme Director 
of the Archives and Records Management programme at 
University College London. She has worked in a variety of 
archival institutions, including The National Archives and 
The Royal Bank of Scotland, and completed a PhD in 
Archive Studies in 2011. She is a member of the 
committee of the Archives and Records Association’s 
Section for Archives and Technology, joint editor of 
Archives and Records, and a founder member of the 
Cardigan Continuum London reading group. 
 

 
2. Create your 
own ISDIAH 
record 

 
Use the Archives Portal Europe form to create an 
ISDIAH entry for your repository, which produces 
standardised XML called Encoded Archival Guide 
(EAG).   

 

 
Jane Ronson 
(User Support and 
Engagement, 
Jisc) 
 

 
Jane's role is centred around user support, outreach 
activities and training (for both the Archives Hub and 
Copac). She contributes to and co-ordinates the Hub 
monthly features and co-ordinates the Hub contributor 
workshops. She is also responsible for maintaining reports 
to Hub contributors and regular email updates to our 
users' list.  
Jane originally joined the University of Manchester in 
2000, when she moved from the financial sector to be a 
Research Project Assistant at the Medical School. She then 
became a Specialist Library Assistant at Manchester 
Business School and undertook her MA Librarianship. Jane 
began work at Mimas in 2008 as Development Officer for 



the bibliographic services Web of Knowledge and Zetoc. 
She is in the process of becoming a Chartered member of 
CILIP and is a Mentor in the University's staff mentoring 
programme.  
 

 
3. Try out 
interoperability 
in action! 

 
If you are on the Archives Hub, or can come 
along with some EAD data, you can have a go 
at uploading it to the Archives Portal Europe 
though their customised dashboard. This is a 
great way to find out what interoperability 
means in reality - moving data from one 
system to another. 

 
Jane Stevenson 
(Archives Hub 
Service Manager) 
 

 
I am an archivist with over 20 years experience. I work for 
Jisc, a not-for-profit organisation for digital services and 
solutions within UK education and research.  I manage the 
Archives Hub service, which brings together descriptions 
of archives held across the UK to enable researchers to 
locate primary sources quickly and efficiently. We provide 
support and advice about the importance of effective 
descriptions for online discovery, and we provide a tool 
for the creation and editing of interoperable descriptions.  
We do a substantial amount of work around data 
normalisation and integration, and work on behalf of our 
contributors to promote their archives nationally and 
internationally.  As a part of Jisc, I work with colleagues 
who have expertise in the development and deployment 
of shared digital infrastructure, digital services and 
technical innovation. 
 

 
4. Tools for data 
manipulation 

 
Have a go with OpenRefine 
http://openrefine.org/ a powerful Open 
Source tool for working with messy data. It 
can be used for exploring datasets, cleaning, 
transforming and reconciling data. Try it out 
by matching names within archival 

 
Adrian Stevenson 
(Jisc)         

 
I'm a Senior Technical Coordinator working at Jisc, a not-
for-profit organization providing digital services for the UK 
higher education, further education and skills sectors.  
 
I provide technical direction and coordination for a range 
of innovations projects and services including the Archives 

http://openrefine.org/


descriptions.  Hub, a UK Research Data Discovery Service pilot project 
and the Jisc ‘Spotlight on the Digital’ initiative. Other 
current activities include being an advisory board member 
for the Wellcome Institute 'Collecting Genomics' Human 
Genome Archive Project. Previously I've project managed 
and provided technical input on a wide range of archives, 
museums, linked data, digital humanities and cloud 
projects. 
 

 
5. Traces 
Through Time 

  
Imagine being able to enter a single name 
online and, with one click, to find a range of 
related documents from millions of different 
records. This project aims to use diverse data 
spanning years of history to link related 
records, to make researching and accessing 
history even easier.  
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/o
ur-role/plans-policies-performance-and-
projects/our-projects/traces-through-time 
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Mark Bell, Big Data Researcher 
Mark has been lead researcher on Traces though Time: 
Prosopography in practice across Big Data, an AHRC 
funded project, for almost two years. The aim of the 
project is to develop a methodology and supporting 
toolkit to identify and link individuals within and across 
historical datasets.  
Mark is building on previous experience of record linkage 
gained during 5 years working at the Home Office. Overall 
he has almost 20 years of experience in both the public 
and private sectors and has a broad range of technical 
skills in data science, database technologies, programming 
languages and visualisation.  
 
Matthew Hillyard, Data Scientist 
Matthew Hillyard led work to transform TNA’s catalogue 
descriptions into highly structured, machine-readable data 
for the Traces through Time project. He has designed a 
comprehensive schema for describing historical records 
which provides far more detail and flexibility than the 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-role/plans-policies-performance-and-projects/our-projects/traces-through-time
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-role/plans-policies-performance-and-projects/our-projects/traces-through-time
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-role/plans-policies-performance-and-projects/our-projects/traces-through-time


most commonly used linked data schemas.   This work is 
beginning to open up new avenues for research and new 
ways of providing access to the collections. Matthew has 
wide-ranging technical expertise in data transformation 
techniques, schema development and graph databases 
and has a wealth of experience of working with archival 
catalogues. 
 

 
 
 


