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6 June, [Mohun], a soldier of the Guard, punished for disobedience of the Officer of the Guard by order of a Court Martial. He had refused to stand guard over Nicholas Duffy, another soldier, who had surrendered himself as being a deserter from a different regiment rather than embark. Duffy was pardoned and ordered to embark, [Mohun] was flogged. The Surgeon comments that it is a bad beginning with the Guard.
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9 June, ‘Ordered [name not recorded] into handcuffs for disobedience to Patrick Leary’. Some of the Guard had smuggled liquor aboard, Patrick Leary and Jonathan McCracken were drunk and on sentry duty and threatened to fire into the prisoners, who were on deck. The convicts complained to the Surgeon, who spoke to the Officer of the Guard and no injury was done. The Surgeon remarks that he will not include details of punishment in the daily remarks.
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16 June, sailed at 5am from Cork. Surgeon wrote to Navy Board reporting the departure and the orderly behaviour of the convicts.
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17 June, Sunday, prayers and one of Reverend Burder’s sermons is read in the prison. Most prisoners suffering from sea sickness. Peter Larkins, a convict recommended from Cork prison, reported conversations among the prisoners about seizing the ship. The Surgeon dismisses it, however, as just talk, to be expected among ‘so many persons of idle and vicious habits’. 
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24 June, Sunday, none sick in bed, fine weather. Prayers, and a sermon by Burder on the prodigal son, in the prison. Prisoners very attentive, ‘many hung down their heads and wept’.
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25 June, the Surgeon was addressed by the prisoners and assured that they had no plans to seize the ship, he assured them that, although precautionary measures had been taken, he believed the reports to be false and unfounded. 
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30 June, off Madeira. Prisoners are well behaved and pay great attention to the routines of cleaning the decks and prison. The Surgeon comments that ‘there are very few of what are esteemed bad characters in a convict ship amongst them’



The National Archives
Royal Naval Medical Officers' Journals
10 July, the previous night a quarrel had taken place in the prison and one of the watchmen received a blow on the head, which caused bleeding, and which he claimed was from a shoe. The Surgeon states his opinion that it was accidental and entirely unpremeditated.
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14 July, the Guard is reported to be irregular in their conduct and almost mutinous, the cause being unequal distribution of water.
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18 July, James Innes, a well behaved convict, has written to Surgeon McNamara of a plot to seize the ship involving some of the convicts and some of the Guard. The Surgeon does not believe the convicts would be involved but does believe that the Guard would, and expresses a very low opinion of the Guard, ‘the very refuse of the first battalion of their regiment (1st or Royal Scots)’. They are on their way to India to reinforce the 2nd battalion and some of them would rather go anywhere ‘as free adventurers as go for life to India’. He does not believe many of the convicts can know of the plot or he would have heard of it sooner. The messes and divisions of convicts have been regularly changed and intermingled, they are only allowed on deck 60 at a time and most have irons on their legs.
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19 July, James Murphy, one of the soldiers of the Guard, was arrested following some reports connecting him with the planned mutiny and some unwary language used by his wife.
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9 August, 5 men placed in handcuffs for planning ‘insurrection’ on the information of John Flynn, a convict. The Surgeon does not wish to put the informer in danger by having him confront the accused and would rather risk the possibility that the handcuffing is unjust. The handcuffs are removed at night and so are only an inconvenience. The divisions and messes have been changed again.
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12 August, Sunday, prayers and an address to the prisoners on the reports of sedition. The Surgeon was again impressed by the reaction of the prisoners and was further convinced that very few of them could be involved in any plot.
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18 August, at about half past seven in the evening a musket shot was heard on deck, quickly followed by two more and then more shots from the soldiers' quarters into the prison. The Surgeon, the Master and the Officer of the Guard, finding no disturbance on deck called for firing to stop but by then about a dozen shots had been fired into the prison. On opening the door to the prison, the prisoners were found to be in their beds and three of them wounded, two severely. In the Surgeon’s opinion, their wounds indicate they were lying in their beds when they received the wounds and the prisoners all said that only the watchmen were out of bed when they were fired upon. The sentry who first fired his musket was Patrick Leary, claiming that noise was made in the prison and he ordered them to be quiet before shooting. The Surgeon suspects he was drunk, mentions that he had previously threatened to fire on the prisoners when he had been drinking, and again comments on the good behaviour of the prisoners.
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19 August, Sunday, prayers and a sermon in the prison, the Surgeon said a few words about the previous night, the prisoners were very attentive and well behaved. The Surgeon has written to the Officer of the Guard to persuade him to arrest Leary, and to declare his intention of having him tried for raising a causeless alarm or murder, should either of the seriously wounded prisoners die. Two or three sailors have supported Leary’s claim that a crowd was gathered and that they disobeyed his order to be quiet but the Surgeon doubts that they could have seen anything in the dark. The 2nd Mate was passing at the time and heard no unusual noise. The Surgeon also makes the point that the soldiers were still on deck in numbers at the time, having just finished their usual evening dancing and it would have been impossible for the prisoners to succeed in any attempt to take the ship at that particular time. Leary has been arrested.
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10 November, the prisoners and Guard landed, all in good health. The Surgeon reported to the Lieutenant Governor the incident of 18 August, the guards good behaviour since, his promise to the prisoners to not forward any complaints against them and the fortunate recovery of the wounded men. His intention of prosecuting Leary was put aside on the prospect of gaining some indulgence for the wounded men and ‘other considerations’
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