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12 August 1824. Made fast to another ice floe, the wind again being contrary." The ship was visited by about 18 Inuit people who wished to trade clothing, skins and spears for European goods, particularly old knives, needles and beads. There is a detailed description of their appearance and the Surgeon and Mr [Manied] examine a forty year old woman to see if she has pubic hair; since the men do, the Surgeon concludes that her lack of pubic hair may not be natural. Cast off from the floe and worked in shore followed by the canoes.
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17 August 1824. A herd of walrus was sighted and the boats lowered in an attempt to kill some using muskets and harpoon. Several were wounded and a mother and calf killed. There is a description of the excitement and ‘sport’ of the hunt. Soon afterwards another herd of 50 were sighted.
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Several loons shot and eaten and a long description of two walrus hunts in the morning and afternoon of 24 August 1824. The head, heart, liver and some flesh taken from one and its calf killed at the same time, another escaped after being wounded several times and was assisted to escape by other walrus. Some accounts of walrus attacking boats are related and an attack on a boat in the afternoon, which was beaten off with a bayonet and by Mr Harding, the Gunner, firing his musket into the walrus’ face. It was killed shortly afterwards. Captain Lyon and Assistant Surveyor Kendall found that Southampton Island was about 40 miles East and South from where it had previously been supposed to be. They brought on board red and green phalarope, green plover, tern, snow bunting, stone chatterer and a loon. Also some scurvy grass, dwarf willow, saxifrage, yellow poppy, sorrel, lichens, mosses and various grasses; hornblende, serpentine, granite, flint, carbonate of lime, feldspar and stone containing iron, and several kinds of fish, including some with a circular sucker between the pectoral fins,  and some crustaceans. They also saw various ducks and footprints of a man, a dog and a bear, and the remains of igloos.
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29 August 1824. The Captain [Lyon], First Lieutenant and Assistant Surveyor Kendal went on shore to take observations. They found abandoned winter habitations but thought the people would return and left them some presents. The First Lieutenant brought a female ‘eskimaux’ head back, procured from a grave.
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2 September 1824. An account of the Griper being nearly lost in a gale. On 31 August, at midnight, they were blown towards a lee shore, believed to be Cape Fullerton [on the American shore of Roes Welcome Sound]. Unable to get out of shallow waters and uncertain of their position, because the sun could not be seen and the compasses were useless, they attempted to anchor and the crew spent a day and a night on deck expecting to have to abandon ship at any moment. As the tide went out the ship struck several times, the final, most violent shock breaking the signal locker. The wind dropped on the evening of 1 September and the following morning they were able to sail into deeper waters and recover their lost anchors. 
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14 September 1824. An account of the Griper being driven towards a lee shore, near the Wager, in a gale and snow storm and with pack ice bearing down on her. The masts were stripped down, anchors dropped and the ship turned to face the weather. The temperature was 23 degrees Fahrenheit and the ship a mass of snow and ice, spray freezing as the water broke over her. After a day and a night all three anchors were lost and the ship again began drifting towards the shore. Trysails were hoisted and deeper water found. The wind veered and the tide ebbed, although the wind was still blowing a hurricane, it was in a favourable direction for carrying the ship away from shore and out of immediate danger. The wind continued hard for another night but then became more moderate and they sailed southward in search of a safe anchorage. The Surgeon expresses his surprise that there has been so little sickness, apart from a few mild catarrhs there has been nothing requiring treatment. 
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The Surgeon remarks on the cases of illness during the voyage, beginning with an apology for the journal and begging the Board’s indulgence and consideration of the hardships endured by all aboard. Few of the cases of sickness could be attributed to the voyage itself. The Surgeon makes the point that ‘from the night of the thirty first of August to the twenty fourth of September, no man considered his life in safety, and during a great part of that time each considered his life in imminent peril, and that twice during that time everyone had given himself up for lost’, water was short, there was no comfort below decks because of the humidity and lack of ventilation, but in spite of there being every ordinary cause of disease there was very little sickness. He suggests that great mental stress may have acted to suppress disease and offers the number of cases that presented themselves after the twenty fourth as evidence. 
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