
The Rime of the Ancient Asset Owner 
 
(‘Data, data, everywhere, nor any stop to think’) 

 
You are a senior officer, of that there is no doubt 
The reasoning behind this is that you must have some clout 
You’ll have supporting officers to help you with your task 
But you’re the one responsible if anyone should ask. 
 
We need to have a culture in which everybody knows 
That data is important, that we know it, and it shows 
The public are entitled to believe us when we say 
That we treat information in a safe and ordered way. 
 
An information asset? But what is it? You may ask 
The answer to the question is simple enough task 
A bunch of information which is treated as one whole 
A unit which you need to get a grip of in your role. 
 
And all of these said units go to make up, as you’ll see 
The Information Asset Register, a thing that’s key 
To keeping all the data which is managed safe and sound 
And making sure that data that’s required can be found 
 
You need to know where information is and how it’s kept 
At knowing where it’s added to, and where, you’ll be adept 
You’ll know who else has access and you’ll know the reason why 
You’ll know what all the risks are and what mitigated by 
 
You’ll know about the DPA and SARs and FOI 
You’ll need to know a fair amount of data, that’s no lie 
You’ll keep your SIRO up to date with annual reports 
And have a handle on your data of all different sorts 
 
You’ll sign off information about sharing and such things 
As processing and confidential notes-the joy it brings! 
As Information Asset Owner you will have such fun 
But now I’ve told you all you need to know I’m off-I’m done 
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