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These document extracts relate to the citation of SOE agent
Christine Granville. A citation was a statement recommending a
person for a medal for bravery

Catalogue ref: HS 9/612
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Extract b

Waen the invasion started she remained in the Vercors during the whole of the battle for the platesu and
rinnlly escaped through the lines with the French General commanding F.F.I. South Eastern France, on the day that
[t fell. During tae whole of this time she contivwed with hior work on satellite troops and on ier varlows
1iafzon duties, and in feact was so effective that she was able to report that the Polisgh toops at Brisncon would
be prepared to surrender to the Maguis if certain conditions were fulfilled.

From the Vercors, she was sent to Col de Larche on the Italian frontier shere she personally managed to effect
an important lisison, which had not previeusly been succesaful, with ol Merzzalani of the Itallan Maguls. Later

ghe penvtfated inte Worthern Itoly where she resained on ancther dmportant lialson mission, often under fire, for
the next twe meeks,
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Extract c

on the 13th Aupgust 44, the senior British officer of the Aren together with hls Znd in Command and a8 French
fajor of his team were cuptured by the Gestape and were comxitted to the Gestapo prison of Digne. This was a serlous
blow to clandestine operations in that area particularly es it was only two days befere the Allied landing la
the South of Franee, Immediately this happened, Miss Granville tock over the work of the whole =mlsslon, in addition
to her cwm, until the newly sppointed successor to the senior British officer arrived, rhen she both put him fully
in the pleture, end in touch with the necessary contacts. At the same time single handed she set about getting the
thres officors avay from the Geztapo. She apent the first three doys finding out the size of the gunrds with a view
to organizing a raild on tne prison, tut when this was found to be impracticable she, slone, and fully apprecimting
the risk she ra n, and thet on psper her tosk would appear impossible, weut to the Prison to seo the head of the
Oostape himself, and in the Gestapo office subsequently was interviewed by nll of the Gestapo officers except one,
a total of eight, each of whow eatered the room srmed snd by that time swere thoat she wos on anemy ogent, and fully
intonding to arrest her. Inspite of all thesé things however, by a series of ‘smazing stories and thyeate she
persuaded one of thelr number to release all three of the offlcers even though each of them had already been
condeaned to death sz enemy agents and wers due to be shot 12 hours afterwards.

The nerve, coolness, and devotlon to duty and high ecurage of this lody which inspired and brought to &
suepessful conelusion thisz astonishing coup de main must certainly be considered as one of the most remarkable

;_;cr:mxm,l explolts of tae wapr, and in the particular clrcumstances I have the hopouy to recommend that her COUrnge
be recognized by the immediate award of the George Cross. !
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What is this source?

These documents come from the personal file of SOE agent, Christine Granville.
The extracts are part of her citation, a document recommending the award of a
medal for her work in the war. You can also find her photograph in the source
box.

Christine Granville was actually cited for medals on other occasions for her
work in Poland.

What'’s the background to this source?

Granville was an agent for the Special Operations Executive (SOE). Her name
was actually Kristina Gizycka and she was Polish. She escaped the occupation
of Poland by Germany. She was brave, intelligent and spoke several languages.
This made her an ideal SOE agent. She worked in Poland, France, Italy and
North Africa as a British agent.

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill was anxious in the early 1940s that
Germany was able to use the resources and manpower of the lands it had
conquered for its war effort. He was also aware that there were resistance
movements in the countries that Germany had occupied. The aim of the SOE was

to try and disrupt Germany's use of its conquered lands and to help resistance
movements.
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It’s worth knowing that...

Christine also worked in Hungary and Turkey as a British agent. In 1941 she
was arrested and interrogated. She escaped but the Gestapo now had a
photograph of her and were looking for her. Despite this, she returned to
Poland to carry out her work.

At the end of the war she was told by British intelligence that they no longer
had any use for her, and she felt bitter about this. She returned to Poland
and started working for the Polish intelligence agencies.

What do we learn about SOE from this source?

1. Study extracts a-c. Make a list of Christine's achievements.

2. Which qualities or qualifications would have helped her most to carry out
this work successfully?

3. A citation is a recommendation for a medal. If you were the Prime Minister
would you have awarded Christine the medal?

4. Would it be going too far to say that Christine was the perfect SOE agent?
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