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SECRET,.

INSTRUCTIONS TO BE GIVEN TO THE “UBLIC THROUGH THE

B.B.C, ON “ACTTON STATIONS",

This is a message for everyone who lives o¢r works in London or
may find himself therein the near future. By London is meant the
Metropolitan Police District or the City of London,

If invasion ccmes, London itself might be attacked, perhaps
quite suddenly, by air-borne troops landing on open spaces in or near
Londen, If this should happen it might* be necessary for a short time
to stop all vehicles over a wide area in order that the Military Command,
af'ter getting some idea of how the attack was likely to develop, might
have the roads clear to deal with it. The signal for this traffic stop
will be the sirens, which will sound their steady note for five minutes,
instead of for one minute as they do for the "All Clear", On this
signal all vehicles must stop, except ciyil defence and public utility
vehicles on vitally urgent gervice, These must be ready to obey whatever
orders the police give.

!

If you hear this signal when you are driving & vehicle you must
drive up on to the payement, or, if there is no pavement, to the edge of
the rngi, and wait until e police tell you what to do, Stay with your
car, “or as near as you can with safety, To no® immobilize it unless
told to do so,

Buses and trams will stop as soon as they get to the nearest
collecting point, where they will await orders, Trains will go on
running,

Pedestrians and cyclists need not stop, but should ge on to their
destinations, Passengers by train who have rcached their stations, and
passengers by bus whose buses have stopped si:ould alsc go on to their

- destinations, If they cannot do this, taey should ask permission to wait
in a house or other building nearby - and in any case they should not
wait in crowds at stations or bus stops.

If you are at home or at work, stay there; obey the "Stand
firm" orders,

The traffic stop is not likely to last long, As scon as the
Military Command have sized up the situation and decided what area
they want to keep cleared, traffic will be released everywhere else,
The signal will be cancelled by instructions given over the wireless
and by the police in person or through loudspeskers,

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/worldwarII/

Page 15



Learning Curve

A\ WORLD WAR II

WESTERN EUROPE 1939-1945: INVASION

What is this source?

This is information to be broadcast over the radio by the BBC in case of
invasion. The Ministry of Information had also printed leaflets giving advice
on how to cope in such a situation.

What’s the background to this source?

In May 1940 German forces drove British armies out of France. France
surrendered on June 21st 1940. Nazi leader Adolf Hitler expected Britain to
ask for peace terms soon after this but to his surprise British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill refused. As a result, Hitler ordered his commanders to
prepare for an invasion of Britain. The threat of invasion hung over Britain
for some time.

Historians are divided about whether a German invasion could ever have
succeeded. In the end, it never happened but this source gives some indication
that the British government seriously considered that there might be an
invasion.

It’s worth knowing that...

One of the biggest concerns of the government, especially of Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, was the threat of paratroopers. These were used for the
first time by German forces in 1939 and 1940. In many areas they proved to be
extremely effective, especially in the invasion of France in 1940. The
document reflects these concerns.

Churchill was so struck by the use of paratroopers in 1940 that he immediately
ordered the British Armed Forces to train some. The first training camp was at
Ringway Airfield in Cheshire. Today this is Manchester International Airport.

What level of alert should Britain be on?

. List the main concerns of the government in case of invasion.

. What was the role of the BBC?

. How concerned the government was about invasion?

. How well organised was the government?

. What level of alert would you put Britain on as a result of studying
this evidence?

Record your answer in your table.
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