WESTERN EUROPE 1939-1945: END OF THE WAR
HOW MIGHT CHURCHILL HAVE REPLIED TO THIS TELEGRAM?
Indictment of war criminals at Nuremburg, November 1945
Catalogue ref: FO 371/50997

Extract a

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/worldwarII/
Page 4

WESTERN EUROPE 1939-1945: END OF THE WAR
Extract b

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/worldwarII/
Page 5

WESTERN EUROPE 1939-1945: END OF THE WAR
What is this source?
These extracts come from the Indictment of the leading Nazis and were read out
at the start of their war crimes trial in Nuremburg (Nurnberg is the German
name) in 1945.
An indictment is the list of crimes that someone is accused of committing.

What’s the background to this source?
During the war the Nazis committed some of the most terrible atrocities in
history. The worst was the mass murder of Jews and other minority groups in
extermination camps in Poland from 1942 onwards. However, there were many
other war crimes as well. During the war, British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill was determined that war criminals would be hunted down and punished.
This was agreed at Yalta in February 1945 when the leaders of Britain, the
USSR and the USA met in a conference.

It’s worth knowing that...
The issue of war crimes remains controversial today. Some historians argue
that the British and American bombing campaign against German cities was a war
crime. Others point out that Britain and America’s ally Stalin, leader of the
USSR, was probably responsible for more deaths than Hitler. It remains an
uncomfortable issue.
The leading Nazis were not the only ones put on trial. Many less senior
figures were also tried, most often guards from concentration camps. However,
there is little doubt that many thousands of war criminals escaped justice in
the chaos and confusion at the end of the war.

How will you use this source?
1. What crimes have these men been accused of committing?
2. What roles did the men who are charged here carry out in the Nazi state?
Carry out your own research.
3. What have you learned from this source that would go into Churchill’s reply
to the telegram?
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