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WHY WAS THE USA SO UNPREPARED FOR THE ATTACK ON PEARL. HARBOR
IN 19412

Extract from an interview with journalist and author Robert B
Stinnett, 2002

Independent Institute

O e e TN I =\ SR OO M

B ISSUES N EWS R0 EVEMTS FUBLICATHOMS CENTERS  FOR STUDENTS STORE MEMEERSHIP

MO ABOUT U

- [ p=x ) Prister Frisssity £ Dol bo u Erieed (2 Dine Thes
= Leamity I e el o
" Is P W

= hesn Aairasid Do Freedom of Informaton Act Files Prove FOR Had Foreknowledge of Pearl

* Commarien Actiiey Harlaor?

Farch 11, FHI3
Rogberl 0, SEinnell eaalas Cirlanano

Fedia | ngueieesa

Wsinially = m A Intersbeyss with Bober BL Stieset] by Douglas Cirkgnssg.
o M i
| B e g Onn Mowvember 25, 1041 kpan's Admeral YAmamOTe Sien 4 redd MG EEaga T Bhe QoD Of kapand s waiafeps chat
—r b mosld aitachk Foesed Harbor on Decembar 7. Mowly rebrased moaval records pross thet frem Socember §7 o 25 chea
United Stabes Mavy terrenied aghiby-thres messages that Yamamots sent 00 Fes caners, Pat of the Movemboer 25
Ppp— mEsEIge reddt o the task force, keapag £F MoyETHENEs Sy seoret and maetareng Sose guard aganst

sisbmiarrees and senradt, shall avance nbo Hawaesn wakers, and wumson the sery openng of hostlitses shal attas
ghae masn e of Hhe Uneted Stabes fest n Hawas snd des & a sortal blos

R scdrasrd s2ams
Cene mephd monder o thee theory that President Franidan Roosevel had & fereimowiedge of the Pear Haror ot
o Farve Doon alloded bo miFes surmme s e, PeacT Havbor, Sanos World War 11 many peopls haves suspeected
that ‘W ashengton lnew the attack was comeng. Wheen Thomas Do ey ' as runreng for president aganet Aoosessk
an L944 he dpund oot about Amencs’s by En nbecept lapan's rades messages, and thaught thes imawhedge

1 a Prizbar Frmeslty mould eruble Fam Eo defe st e popdas FOA. i Bha Eall of Ehiat vesr, Dewey plaomeesd & sones of speechas g
B Ernalite » Frisad FOE writh fordlontwledos of the Bk, Brhatsly, Ganeral Gaongs Marahal, Then Chusiman of the et CPesfs of
A, péeisustded Dewsy ol TS maks e ipeachdis 1apS L v sl leedeci Sad ndl rebbre mancd had o sckdd B
soden, and Dawing s spseachan ooudd haee werfieed Amenca's code -breskasy sddvareage. %o, Dewmsy saed mocheres
mnd w eeasmbar FOE wai alexed pra-isdant fer Ths Toweh ueea

What is this source?

This extract comes from an interview given by the US author Robert B Stinnett
in 2002.

Stinnett was being interviewed about a book he wrote called Day of Deceit.

What’s the background to this source?

When war broke out in Europe US President Roosevelt feared that a Nazi victory
would threaten the USA. He tried to get the US people to accept the idea of
joining the war but they were heavily opposed. In his book, Stinnett’s main
argument was the US President Franklin D Roosevelt knew the Japanese were
going to attack Pearl Harbor. However, he did nothing because he wanted the
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USA to join the war and that the attack would make the American people support
him.

Stinnett’s book was based on documents he got from the US Navy intelligence
service from the time. These showed that the US Navy was intercepting all
Japanese transmissions and had cracked their codes. He claimed to have proof
that signals about the attack on Pearl Harbor had been intercepted and sent to
Washington.

It’s worth knowing that...

Stinnett’s view is very controversial and is certainly not accepted by all
historians. However, his work was based on documents from the US Navy
intelligence service that he obtained under the US Freedom of Information
Laws. At the time his book was written not all historians had seen these
documents.

A great place to study this controversy is on the Internet. However, be
careful to read critically what you see. Many of the comments on this subject
are highly emotional and some are very biased indeed.

How will you use this source?

. Why has the author received a lot of criticism?

Is this criticism relevant?

. Does the author himself seem to be a critic of Roosevelt?

. Does this source support or contradict any other sources in this
investigation?

5. Could any parts of this source be used as evidence in your report on the

key question?

SN

Use this table to help plan your report.
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