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Letter from General Sir Archibald Nye to General Sir Harold
Alexander April 1943.
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WAR OQFFICE,
WHITEHALL,

LONDON, S.W, |,

23rd April, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECHEY.
A‘}&M%-—-

I am taking advantage of sending you =a
personal letter by hand of one of lountbatten's
officers, to give you the inaside history of our
recent exchange of cables about Mediterranean
operations and their attendsant cover 7 ;
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we have had recent informntion that the
Bosche have been reinforcing and strengthening their
defences in Greece 2nd Crete nnd C.T.G.5. felt thet
our forces for the assnult were insufficient. It was
agreced by the Chiefs of Staff that the 5th Division
shduld be reinforced by one Brigade Group for the
assault on the beach south of CAPE ARAXOS and that a
similar reinforcement should be made for the 56th
Division at KALA''ATA., 'We are earmarking the necessary

forces and shivoing.

Jumbo Wilson had pronosed to select SICILY
as cover target for "HUSKY"; but we have already

chosen it as cover for operations "3RIUSTCNE". The
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What would German intelligence have known at the time?

They would have known that Sir Archibald Nye was a senior British general
trusted by Churchill.

They would have known that General Alexander was commander of British forces
in the eastern half of the Mediterranean.

They would have known that “Jumbo” was Sir Henry Wilson. He was commander of
British forces in the western half of the Mediterranean. He was based in North
Africa.

They knew Operation Husky was the Allied invasion of southern Europe but they
did not know where it was going to be.

They had never heard of Operation Brimstone before.
What would they have learnt from this document?

1. Is this an important document?

. What have the British found out about what the Germans were doing in Greece
and Crete?

. What has this encouraged the British to do?

. Does it look as though the Allies are going to invade Sicily?

. Are they attacking anywhere else?

. What has Field Marshal Wilson been told to do?
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Use the table to record your conclusions.
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