Learning Curve

A WORLD WAR 11

EASTERN EUROPE 193¢ 1945 UKRAINE

The key question:

How serious was the situation on the Eastern Front in 19427

Historian 1:

"I think Stalin was exaggerating the situation in t he USSR in 1942. He was
trying to pressurise the British and U.S.Ato do mo re against Germany because
he felt the USSR was doing more than its fair share in the war effort.”

Historian 2:

"l think Stalin's position was really desperate in 1942 because the Germans
had already met with a great deal of success on the Eastem Front."

Your task

Your task is to write a report on the Eastern front . Inyour report you must
decide which of our historical opinions is more acc urate by using the sources.
Consider the content and the quality of the evidenc e. Use the table to plan

your report.
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Photograph of the Russian Front 1941-1943

Catalogue ref: FO 898/527
-
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Transcript of this source

German soldiers comfort each other without giving i
this Russian town in flames. At one time, Germany w
than 1,500,000 square kilometres of Soviet land. Th
to any factories that they could not remove.

What is this source?
This source comes from a French pamphlet printed in

By the time that this pamphlet was published the Ru
land taken by the German army.
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What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to create a large em
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack
forces were taken by surprise and were driven back
arrval of a Russian winter stopped the German adva
of 1942 the Germans launched another series of atta
situation for the USSR looked desperate. However, S
forces for a last stand near Stalingrad as 1942 cam

The advances in 1942 were aimed primarily at southe
prime target was the Caucasus area. This was extrem
the key target was the oil fields in the area. Hitl

own forces, but he also wanted to make sure he stop

It's worth knowing that. ..

The question of a Second Front was an ongoing issue
leaders. Stalin felt that the USSR was carrying the
against Hitler and constantly pressurised Churchill

for a second front against the Germans.

The USA joined the war late in 1941. By late 1942 t

in Britain. The US commanders wanted to try and inv
However, British commanders were more cautious beca
fortified the French coast. In the end the British

North Africa and then Italy in 1943 before invading

How will you use this source?

1. How does this source portray the German ammy?

2. Which has the most powerful message, the photograph
3. Does this source support the opinion of Historian 1

Use the report table to help plan your report.
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A War Office map showing the German advances into t he USSR by
October 1942

Catalogue ref: WO 208/1768
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What is this source?

This is an official War Office map from 1942. The W
govemment department in charge of the armed forces
Ministry of Defence.

Senior commanders and politicians would have used t

What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to create a large em
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack
forces were taken by surprise and were driven back
arrival of a Russian winter stopped the German adva
of 1942 the Germans launched another series of atta

The advances in 1942 were aimed primarily at southe
prime target was the Caucasus area. This was extrem
the key target was the oil fields in the area. Hitl

own forces, but he also wanted to make sure he stop

It's worth knowing that...

The German advance did not just use German forces.
and Hungarian forces were fighting alongside the Ge

The fighting in this campaign was the largest scale
was also the most savage. Casualties on both sides
were also taken but their survival rate was very lo

How will you use this source?

Comment on the extent of Soviet teritory captured
Is the land they have taken valuable?

Does this source help us to interpret any of the ot
Does this source support the opinion of Historian 1

MO
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A telegram from the Japanese govemment to its offi
embassies around the world August 1942
Catalogue ref: HW 1/827

Extracta

Date: 1lth August, 1942,
(A) 5

BELAET

out diversion attacks in the LENINGRAD and

MOSCOoW
concentrated its main stre from VOIONEZH southwards,
and bringing to bear its full weight with new methods of
attack and new weapons, its advence is to be expected.
GERMANY paturally, in view of last year's feilure,, made
the most careful and well planned tions for this
Mﬁom in putting forth the nation's full strength,
may sald to have staked all on this campaign to %iva

It is

the SOVIET & knockout blow bafore winter begins.

eccordingly estimated that GERMANY is making haste to
execute her plan of coming to a nilitaﬁ' dggialun in the
priving RUSSIA of the CAUCASUS

the ide world. 5he will thus
enabled to hold this front with a minimum of troops aﬁ
thus to realise the so-called "situation of non—defeat”.

course of 8 year, de
oil-fields, and NHI
conmuni 1%

off the SOVIET from
cation w

Extractb

Taking & general survey of both armies this {hl.;.

h the Soviet Army has still a considerable quan
:}tﬂurg g and tanks, the command of the air on the
battlefield is on the whole in Cerman hands. The

are therefore able to fill gsaall their losses completely,

? which glves a rance of offensive power &
Ln:r giwngpuint. s and Mat defeat will not be

surprising

battle=power of the Red 's resarve army,

Extractc

A r— e o e gy

(C) The Cuestiop of & Second Fromt.
It & that. the SOVIET in their critical

nmumdugmﬂcmxmr'ammmWim

to GHEAT BRITAIN and the UNITED STATES through
Ambessadors MAISKY and LITVINOV to
ATES

ne
shipping, but GEEMANY having strengthe
the command of General RUNUSTELT, so that the

defences against EN ean dispose of considerable forces
under

http:/Amww. leamingcurve.gov.ukiworidwarll/
Page 6

1 The German-Soviet war entered u J
considérable successes. The Cerman Army Eﬁi‘um
arsas

. However the Red Army appear to be assembling (a)
reserve [1ies] in reinforcement in the STALINGRAD amea
and in the lower reaches of the VOLGA. It is expected that
a desperate stand will be made on this llne, The issus of
the German-Soviet war WNIBN be said to depend on the

r
rs establish a second froot
GERMANY without delay. GREAT BRITAIN and the UNITEI
however, owing to the ut.rn-t nnﬁm%mg Em‘
are no A )
German submari 5 Em

cials in



A WORLD WAR II

EASTERN EUROPE 193¢ 1945 UKRAINE

execution of an effective landing on the Continent is a

matter of extreme difficulty.

As GREAT BRITAIN has concentrated an Air Force
in EGYPT, she seems to feel considerable difficulty in even
Ltaking on a Second Front by continuous bombing of GERMANY
by mass formations of planes. The establishment of the
so—-called Second Front against GERMANY, therefore, appesrs

to be difficult, no matter how much it is backed up by

Ameriesn support.

What is this source?

These extracts come from a telegram sent out by the
their embassies in different parts of the world.

It was intercepted by British intelligence, transla
commanders. There are extra brackets and question m
British intelligence also broke German codes.

What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to create a large em
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack
forces were taken by surprise and were driven back
arrval of a Russian winter stopped the German adva
of 1942 the Germans launched another series of atta

The advances in 1942 were aimed primarily at southe
prime target was the Caucasus area. This was extrem
the key target was the oil fields in the area. Hitl

own forces, but he also wanted to make sure he stop

It's worth knowing that...

Japan was allied to Germany in WW?2. Aithough German

not fight together Japanese officials would certain
what was happening in the war between Germany and t
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This source gives us a useful indication of what th e Japanese knew. The
information probably came from the German governmen t

How will you use this source?

1. Whatimpression do you get from this source of how serious the situation was
for the USSR?

2. Does this source support or contradict any of the o ther sources in the box?

3. Isthere any reason for this source to exaggerate t he situation?

4. Does this source support the opinion of Historian 1 or Historian 2?
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Extracts from a telegram sent by Soviet leader Jose f Stalinto
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, November 1942
Catalogue ref: CAB 65/28

Extracta

ELEGRAMN
Personal and Secret.

: 7. /4
PREIER STALIN TO FRERR QML 79/2. 105

1. Your message received on the 5th November.

2. congratulations on the successful development of
the mili operations in Egypt. Lel me express my
confidence now you will be able to completely

annihilate the Rommel's gang and his Italian allies.
%5. We all here hope for the success of the Torch.

4. M thanks Tor your communication that you and
Prasidan{ Roosevelt have decided to send in the near
future to our Southern front the 20 British and American
squadrons. A speedy arrival of these 20 squadrons
would be a very valuable help.

Extractb

5. The situation on ﬂlhr Caucasian I‘:‘I#t.ﬂdat.ar:arat.od
somewhat as compared w Ogtober. e German
picoie I, ST, U Lo ek o o o
ApprOac ]

ogpa.t. pmg%nt. Our difficulty here is our weakmess in
the fighter alreraft.

What is this source?

This source is a telegram sent by Soviet leader Sta lin to British leader
Winston Churchill in November 1942.

Stalin and Churchill often communicated by telegram . ltwas fairly safe
because the Germans had not broken allied codes. Al S0, telephone calls were
not much use as neither Churchill nor Stalin spoke each other's language.
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What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to conquer a large e
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack
forces were taken by surprise and were driven back
arrval of the Russian winter stopped the German ad
spring of 1942 the Germans launched another series

The advances in 1942 were aimed primarily at southe
prime target was the Caucasus area. This was extrem
the key target was the oil fields in the area. Hitl

own forces, but he also wanted to stop the Soviets

It's worth knowing that...

Britain and the USA shipped large amounts of materi
USSR during the war. Although the Soviet people too
the fighting against Hitler they were well supplied

Britain and the USA supplied the USSR through two r
route that led through the North Sea and then aroun
port of Archangel. This route was extremely dangero
weather conditions and enemy action. The other supp
from the south through Iran.

How will you use this source?

Whatwas going well for the Allies?

What help were Britain and the USA giving to Stalin
What impression do you get of relations between Sta
What worrying news did Stalin have to report?

Does this source support the opinion of Historian 1

absowpdnPE
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Notes from a cabinet meeting between Prime Minister Churchill
and senior commanders and politicians, November 194 2

Catalogue ref: CAB 65/28

Extracta

Extractb

M. Stalin had referred to the paragraph in

the Prime Minister's telegram in which he had
stated that by bullding up a strong American Army
and Alr Forge in Great Britain and making sontinuous
preparations along our South-Eastern and Southern
eonste we kept the Germans pinned in the Pas de
Oalais. M. Stalin hoped that this did not mean
that the Prime Minister had changed hia mind with
regard to his promise, given in WMoscow, to eatahlish
a Second Front in Burope in the Spring of 1943.

The Prime Winister said that the changed situation
made 1t all the more incumbent upon us to start a Second
Front in Burope in 1945 . Our preaent agtivities in the
Mediterranean, important though they were, could only be
regarded as an inadequate contribution compared with the
efforts which Russia was making.

What is this source?

This source gives a summary of a War cabinet meetin g held in November 1942.
The War Cabinet contained the top political and mil tary figures in the

country. The content refers to a series of telegram s between Stalin and
Churchill.
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Stalin and Churchill often communicated by telegram
because the Germans had not broken allied codes. Al
not much use as neither Churchill nor Stalin spoke

What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to create a large em
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack
forces were taken by surprise and were driven back
armval of a Russian winter stopped the German adva
of 1942 the Germans launched another series of atta
situation for the USSR looked desperate. However, S
forces for a last stand near Stalingrad as 1942 cam

The advances in 1942 were aimed primarily at southe
prime target was the Caucasus area. This was extrem
the key target was the oil fields in the area. Hitl

own forces, but he also wanted to make sure he stop

It's worth knowing that...

The question of a Second Front was an ongoing issue
leaders. Stalin felt that the USSR was carrying the
against Hitler and constantly pressurised Churchill

for a second front against the Germans.

The USA joined the war late in 1941. By late 1942 t

in Britain. The US commanders wanted to try and inv
However, British commanders were more cautious beca
fortified the French coast. In the end the British

North Africa and then Italy in 1943 before invading

How will you use this source?

According to Churchill, what were Stalin’s main con
Does this tell us anything about the position the U
What did Churchill say about the scale of the Russi
Does this source support the opinion of Historian 1

el

http:/Amaw learmingcurve.gov.ukiworidwarll/
Page 12

. ltwas fairly safe
S0, telephone calls were
each other's language.

urope, apart from Bitain.
pire in Eastemn Europe. To
he launched Operation

on the USSR. The Soviet
with heavy losses. Only the
nce. However, in the spring
cks. By late 1942 the

talin had gathered large
etoanend.

m and central USSR. The
ely rich in minerals but

er wanted the oil for his
ped the Soviets using it

between the Allied
main burden of the war
and US leader Roosevelt

hey had large forces based
ade Europe in 1943.

use the Germans had

and Americans attacked in
France in 1944.

cems?

SSRwas in at this time?
an effort?

or Historian 2?



Time to Remember - Operation Barbarossa

TN Ref BP010141224703
Courtesy of [TN/Source, London.

Extract from "Time to Remember - Operation Barbaros
fighting on the Russian front in 1941

Transcript

But could any aid prevent the total and immediate ¢
Union? Mile after mile, defeated Russian armies fel
done before the Grand Armee of Napoleon. And as the
fields, set light to their farms. Scorched the eart

For the invader, victory after victory. Encirclemen
there would be no army left even to retreat. Alread
alike, was beginning to count the days.

Adolf Hitler had already counted them. On October 3
launching of Barbarossa, he announced:

“l declare today and | declare it without reservati

has been struck down and will never rise again.”

Yes. The bear was dead. All that remained was for t
it lie down. But at the front, a hold up. Come on!
It's only a dead bear refusing to lie down.

Yes. Like the stubbom city of Leningrad. Home of t
base for the Baltic fleet. A city under fire from t

flames after each visit of the Heinkels and the Dor
that a city could suffer, yet refusing to give in e
surrounded. Elsewhere the Red Army might fall back,
the sticking point.

As Nazi artillery battered at her walls, Leningrad
fortress but also as one of the key arsenals of the
forged the weapons that would one day make Russia,
iresistible force. But that's all in the future, t

wall. Even as completed guns are swung out, workers
spare time to practice battle. Total war. And total
invaders.

In villages supposedly subdued, along vital supply
attacks of partisans. Now even the scorched earth s
Hitler. Total war. And when the partisans lay hands
a collaborator, they dispense litle mercy. Only ju
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Counterattacks, spoiling attacks: a dead bear not o
but actually using his claws.

In her agony Russia under Stalin, like Russia under
passionate courage, of a people who loved their lan

What is this source?

This newsreel footage was shot in 1941 at the time

the USSR. The invasion was known as Operation Barba

The footage shown here was used in a documentary se
Remember’. The scenes were probably taken at differ
edited together.

What's the background to this source?

By May 1940 Hitler's forces had conquered Westem E
However, Hitler's main aim was to create a large em
do this he needed to defeat the USSR. In June 1941
Barbarossa. This was a devastating lightning attack

The Soviet forces were taken by surprise and were d
losses. Only the arrival of a Russian winter stoppe
However, in the spring of 1942 the Germans launched

It's worth knowing that...

The German advance did not just use German forces.
and Hungarian forces were fighting alongside the Ge

The fighting in this campaign was the largest scale
was also the most savage. Casualties on both sides
were also taken but their survival rate was very lo

How will you use this source?

1. What does this footage tell you about the nature of

2. Does this source help historians to tackle the ques
situation was for the USSR?

3. Doesthis source support the opinion of Historian 1
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How serious was the situation on the Eastem Front

in 19427

Use this table to plan your report
Source Supports Why this Listany Quality of
[Name] view of source concems source overall
Historian 1 supports you have for supporting
or the view about the
Historian the historian’s
2? source view (0-10)
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