Learning Curve

POWER, POLITICS & PROTEST

Source 3

Extract from the second part of 'The Rights of Man' by Thomas Paine, 1792
(Catalogue ref: TS 24/3/10, pp.18-19)

As you study the source, ask yourself:

1. What two systems of government is Thomas Paine writing about?
2. Why does Paine disagree with hereditary government?
3. Do you think the British government would like Paine's views?
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18 RIGHTS OF MAN. Parr 1L

The firlt general diftinétion between thofe two fyflems, is,
that'the one now called the old is bereditary, "either in whole or
in part; and the new is entirely reprefensative. It rejects all he-
reditary government' : 3 i
irft, as being an impofition on mankind. ‘L
» " Secondly, Asinadequate to the purpofes for which govern-

ment is necefiary.

With refpect to the firft of thefe heads—It cannot be proved
by what right hereditary government could beein : meither does

L¢ exift within the compals of mortal power, a right to efta-

lith it..” Man has no authority over pofterity in matters E_tap_g;:-

{onal right ; :ez_ElE_!_:L_[}E:_gisfcrt; no man, or body of men, had, or
€an haye, a right 1o fet up hereditary government, Were even
onrfelves to come again into exiltence, inftead of being fucceed-
‘ed by pofterity, we have not now the right of taking from our-
felyes the rights which would then be ours® On what ground,
then, do we pretend to take them from others ?

With refpect to the fecond head, that of being inadequate to
the purpofes for which government is neceffary, wehayeonly to
confider what government effentially is, and compare it with the
circumftances to which hereditary fucceflion is fubject.

Government ought to be a thing always in full maturity. It

~ought to bé fo conftruéted as to be fuperior to all the accidents
to which individual man is fubjet; and therefore, hereditary
fucceffion, by being fubjec to them all, is the moft irregular and
imperfect of all the fyftems of government.
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