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@ENERAL NOTE OW RATIONING
AND ITS FLACE IN FOOD CONTROL

giﬂi-EtTiﬁ" 1. A Minisfer of Food haes been appointed to take charge,

ag from the outsst of the war, of the Tood supplies of the

country as a whole.

The need for food contrel wae ghown by the experience
gained in the last yar. Economy and orderly diestribution et

fair prieces are vital to the Home Froat in war,

During 1917 echemes for the dlstribution of the mai:

commoditlies \were in process of formetion. The difficulties w

Ln)
2
L)

also grnwing; In the sutum of 1917 suececsive ehortages
appeared in several immortant comrioditles, apert from sugar which
had been in sghort supply for meny monthe. The wisible result of
these shortages were the oueuss cuteide retail ghope. They
begen in a few places for tea =2nd bacon. The mein commodities

in short or irregulor supply were butter, margarine and

potatoss, and finally meat.

Rationing began for sugar in Januanpy, 1t
extended gradually and locally during the next few months to
meat, including bacon ond fate. It 4did not bocome general even
for those foods until July, 1918. It developed plecemeal out
ol gchemos adininistcéred by loeal Food Control Conmittecss.

A 3 Individual rationing is the finsl stage of orderly
and organiged distribtution, The obiectz are to pocure g
definite standard of econony in the use of food and to divide

gupplies fairly among the populstion and smong traders.

Notes on the need for food control and the reasons for rationing
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MINISTRY OF FOOD,

GREAT WESTHIMSTER HOAUSE, HORSEFERRY ROAD,
LOMDOMN, 531,

L. The Hinaqtr_;:; af Foed smnounce that His Lisjesty's Joverrment

e

" have decided to extend the rationing scheme to suger and meat,

The public sre sarneatly ununmtd not to meke ipcrepsed demeands
an reteilars befors cationing bemins. Issuer of euger ko r@tal.uara up ko
BER Januery will not be more than sufficient for sales of 1 ih, per head psr

wEak,
e Ihe rEtlmLﬂE achems will thersfore, on its intredustien on the
Bth Janusry, ¢ pacon and ham, buttar and sugar, It will subsequently

be_extendsd to seat, Thesa srrangements are in accordsnce with the plans
previcusly prepered for confrolling the distribution of espential commodities
down to the consumer, They are designed to ensure to eyery mesber of the
nmun:..ty B aq'ual .-.u.hm

For these foodetulfa, inclwded in the reationing schems, owr covmbry
is dependant to & larvge extant on overs=as gources of supoly, The smmmts
af the reatims are baged gn the prapent import prograioees, whioh are
dotarmined in the Light of available resources in foreign exchangs and
shirping spece. Requirements of cther imported commodities, especially
armamonte and raw materials for our facteries, meke larpge demands om ‘thessa
i =1 [ Pl ne =1 By acopnomy in the use of foodstulTsa, Whers scCnOmy Qan be
practiged prudently and without detriment to efficiency, and by =o
reatricting the denand fer imported foodstwlfs, our resources ere =ade free
far the needs of our Services, In this way every consumar will meke an
important contribution to the patiopnal war effort,

28%h December 1058,

Ministry of Food circular announcing the extension of rationing to
include sugar and meat
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RATICNING CAMPATGH

FROGRAMME FOR IMMEDIATE ACTIOH

The first consideration is that all action mmst be

through constant liaison with the Ministry of Food.

93 ‘Z" /X KATERTAL POINTS
1. The announcement that retion cards are
to be piwen—odT will be made next Wednesday (lst November).
2. Action is, therefore, urgent.
d« Three main points must be put over in
the lmmediate publlelity cempaipn :-
i) that retioning i1s a methed of winning the wer, :

ii) that the izsue of cards is purely precautionary
becapse the food positien ls geod and rationing,
when 1t ie introduced, is primarily a method of
gpeguring equal disgtribution of the food supplies
available., As 8 corollary it must be put moross
now that it is necessary to be fully preper=d
for raticning at short notlee.

iii) The working of a rationing system must be explained.

It is necessary to obtaln from the Ministry of Food
their answers to the following gquestione :=-
{al Why rationing at all?

(b) Thy these precautionary steps
of 1gsiing booke?

(e) Is there any real stress or
shortage of butter and bacon :
i) metumal, opr ii) antieipated®

The government's action plan for introducing food rationing
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Rationing in Gexmany and in Britain,

The snnouncement that raticning in Great Britain will initially embrace anly
butter and bacon, of which the weekly allowance will be 4 o=, each per week per
head, with a caution that net more thean one pound of sugar per head per week should
bo !:Jrﬂh&ﬂed, permita some comparison between the British and German raticning
systems ;

1. The German system was introduced befors the cutlweak of war; the British
15 not expectad to come into operation until mid Decombar, If officiel fore-
aight is accurate in both cases a leas pressing food problem mey be expected
in Great Beitain than in Germany throughowt the length of the war,

2. In Germany, the existing tutter ration is 112,5 gr. per week for the
narmel CONSWnar thie total fate retion is EE;E.TI'E- ir,  per waek = nok irmlu.ﬂﬁ_ng
cheese. In Great Britain the butter ration is to be 125 gr. per weak; all
other fats will be unrationed end thoroforo the total fat ration will be
unlimited,

2. The total meat ration per week for the normal consumer in Germany,
including all pig products, is 500 gr. The British ration is 125 gr, of bacon,
with gll other mest wrationad.

4., Sugar in Gormany is retioned at 250 gr. per weck, with the poesible
addition of 40 gr. of the comverted jam ration, In Grest Britain both
commodities are unrationed, although an officinl regquest limits weekly
purchasea of suger per head to 500 gr,

5. Tt would hardly be an exaggeration to say that cvery othor obtainsble
foodetuff iz rationed in Germany, while in Creat Britain it is of ficially
statod that initislly all otheor foodstuffs may be frocly purchased,

The 'Prankfurter Zeitung' roports that ell diet foodstuffs which are the
products of orts, barloy, rice and groats, are subject to rationing. Children's
foodstuffe prepered from potatoss arc similarly subject to rationing, as are sleo
zwieblick (rusks) and French rolls, The latter may be obtained on the Bresd Card
at the rete of 75 gr. for 100 gr. of bread, A roport in the 'Angriff' showed
that cach Germsn was able to obtain one ogg in the six days from tho 23%rd Ootobar
to tha 29th Ootober,

Comparison of the rationing schemes used in Britain and Germany
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DPAFT GUESTTON & ANSWEER.

o To aak whethsr the Chanesllor of the
Iachy of Lancapter 18 sble to malke B statomant an
to the Government’e intsations with regard to Food

Rationing.

A. Teg, Bir. H.KE.Government hawve decided
that it is desirsbls to talta the necessasry staps

Fal

to enable the ratloning of individual consumers

to be put inte operation latar. Instructions will
decordingly be given to &l) Food QDontrol Qommittess
in the United Eingsdomn to lasus the appropriate
Retlon Book for every individusl consumer,

Thera ara, howawvar, only two ocommodltieas,
namely, bason snd butter, which the Governmant
congldar 1t necceaary to ration and aven in the
case of thesa two comnodities 1t is mot proposed
it begln retioning before the end of MNovember,

The acstual date will be announced later. Iaring
the interval sach consumer will be aslked to
reglatar with & retailer of his ar her cholecs for
bacon and for butter.

Both the commoditlea which we proposs to
ration are perishable. Welther commodity was
guitable for storage and comssquently no Government
regarve of alther sxisated on the outhbreak of
hostilltiss, Later on, we exnact supplliea to
ingpraass, tut, for the present, importa from
Buropean aoupraes have been reducded and thers hag
not been sufficlent time Ho £111 the gap from mors

digtant sources of supply. Provided that pressnt

Comparison of the rationing schemes used in Britain and Germany



