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{=IS DOSUHENT IS TITE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT,)

C -TO BE KEPT UNDER LOCK AND KEY. I?

It is requested that special care may he taren t¢
snsure the secrecy of this yocument,

MOST SmertT, - : :
WP, (41) 105, COPY MO, /

WAR _CABINET,

RATIONING OF CLOTHING.

Memorandum by the President of the Board of Trade,

1, As my colleagues are aware, supplies: of raw material
for civilian clothing have been drastically curtailed; the
amounts of cotton and wool available are not more than about
25 per cent, of the pre-war normal, Hitherto consumers have
been drawing on the large stocks held by traders and have not
felt the full impact of the se”ere cut in supplies, Stocks
are novw giving out and shortages are beginning to appear, These
shortages will increase rapidly, and I fear that unless either
supplies are increased, or the distribution of the .existing
supplies is equalized (which means rationing), some part of
the population will have to go short of clothing in the autumm
and winter; there will be panic buying and shop queues,
prices will rise and the shops wlll be cleared by the better=-to=-
do, leaving yet smaller supplies or none at all for the poorer
classes, I need not dwell on the social consequences of such
a condition of affairs.

War Cabinet memorandum on the rationing of clothing, 1941
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of Clothing, Cloth and
Footwear from June 1

There is encugh and to spare for all if we have fair dhares,
Rationing i3 the way to get fair shares. Fair shares—when
workers are producing bombs and aeroplanes and guns instead
of frocks, suits and shoes. Fair sharss—when ships must
run the gauntlet with menitions and food rather than with wool
and cotton,  Far shares—when movements of population outrun
local supplics. Fationing is not the same gt shortage. Rationing,
or fmr shares, is the way to prevent a shortage without interfering

with full war production.

B, from pow on (June st 1041}
you will have m present coupoes 1o
bary clothing, cloth, bootwear and
kmirting wool.  Ar present che coapons
ta be used are the Margating Ceapons
in your Food PBation Book  (You
don’t need thess fos margaring, and &
is @ great saving of paper io use this
e for the cloching mica).  There
are 2fi poupons on the mangarine page.
The nembers prinred on them are oo
be ignored §  cach eoupan cownls
T only. Yo will receive go maore
mupons making 66 10 last yeu for @
Jull year.

How much will the coupoes enzitle
you o bery ¢ Hiens &g 4 few ezamples
takes from the long list which will be
pl'i:l:l'l:ull in TOUE PEPET [D-MOETOW,
WWateh omt for thar [l A wodlles
dros will nesd g1 coopoes, 3 mas’
:mmni.lpui:dmlu 3, and
1 owpon will ellow you to boy two
hendkerciiefs, or one coller, or wo
aupces of kofiting woal.  You can use
JOUr SOUanS on Whanever you pesd,
whes pou meed it. You cam shop
amywhere  wWithour registretino—the

Jo Retaileva

This will coene @ & snrpreise 1o vom, bt pouw el
ssgemiinl, ‘The schema will bencht v an o imedler o0 =g
not om previcis déalings With yois wholesaler,

Your replicement stocks vl de
bur mﬂﬁn

retailer will simply @ eut  the
Escesiary namber of coupons for yoa.
It is iliepal b sall o by coupans—for
this weuld defcar the purpose of
® hir shares.™

Special cases are being locked after,
Here are o fow exsmples,  Clabing
for habdes won't oend coupoos at all,
Beeaws children grow fast  cheir
dioches are fated a1 les  eniipoos
thaz grown peaples’.  Mesding woal,
boiler suims, sanitiry wwels, chane,
hats, <aps; =od clogs are among the
articles which vou can huy witlbear
coagpomy. S50 mre all  secomd-hand
pricle.  Blized bomsebolds will be
bl gt special replacement coupons.

This rminedng schems i 43 much a
surprise b your retailer os it is to yow
Of cowmrse iv had 1o e kept seceet, or
same people mght have weed 1o get in
first. It mumt take o fowr dayw to sort
things out.  You will lese nmbing by
postponimg  womr  purchiése, because
from to=day it is illegal, s well as
pgainst hi* own inigresl, for aoy
semiler to gell rationed goods exoept
Aains] Coupons.

rarmber af coupens You are able womum in.  Suppose your pressnt stock

in sEnall 1 even sy good sefzmawelsl el luro G m:rn,l’ml e exchorpe
refirk mall drcure sour Fefocesemrs. OF courss chere k
‘b scheme has boen cade s sEnple o pessible. Your

gresd 10 ENEWer endguairies.

ISSUED BY THE BOARD OF TRADE

Sor ponfeis
il ba teething trouble, theugh
saticos have

War Cabinet memorandum on the rationing of clothing, 1941
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NEW OFFICIAL LIST
==y of COUPONS NEEDED for
'I.L'I]TIII\H: and FOOTW i
Heme is wour niw reference Bst  Cut it out, It s the
afficial record of the correet numher of coapons for each
ravbomed mrvicle, and i takes the plics of eaplier Lss.
ﬂ.mll_hﬂjirl-ll:‘dﬁlﬂl romng o ren e h“_l{-“'
Birgle fonierr mmckinidh; riineoar oeercoat, caps,
clnak—unlimad or ud:llrl.l.md—ul.hh II.II.II '\-I-l:-:Illrl'lu
leatiser o Fur 07
Mackinmosh, oape, lﬂnrnr—:l]'l:r J|.u| ﬂ'.l:l:t Ibl?l'\-‘i b 1% 11
| Overcoat bning {detackod) " i B |
Juckst, L-Lu-:r_. L=y h‘:-.-m-:—r:."r\-r :-:Im—ul' Im::l mrd'
ol beww her o P . rpax A
Ticket fincludng bieusw, 7vpe), Heazer—H unlined and
et woolleon, lmiber or fur .. & 06 4§
Jickel fincheding  hlsiies  ipel. blasar—omher thos
those in fhe Ten catcgories abowe =00 I ] I[
L.murm?-.ﬂ::ﬂ :r:ﬂn:xpl.:ﬂkn II:r:I;:' :l:"r:l i E 5
Wanfocar, juemper, jercy, dweils, ol pa—ibar
thar theas in peevious mam ... s T 5 5
Shirt+— wonllen. .. =, i = i
Shiet f=oihér thin woolles | boys’ wenles blome ... 3 4
i@, shir-bleyss, shewl—al weonliien... & g
HMoose, shiri-blrmse, shawl=ofler thin ol jen - & 3
Tretisers, alachs, veee-orowmers, Brevches—& woallen .. 1 & &
Troaiser, I||:|.l'\-l. AT [TTRINETL, hrl:an—an:r Lhie
wollen - [ B |
Shoris— .d'u-:-ullnn : q 4 %
Shoriv—other than woallen 1 -3 ¥
Shirt; divided shiri—il woollern | |
Skiry, divided skirr—othar than weoalkn 1
Cing-plece shakisr sEt,—i woollc L B
Mo and bayi" overall—aibey this wiobllen L ']
Dresing- or bathing-gows—if wonle . i L
Drsming- nr bethinggrem—ogher thin woal & 6§
Pyjarm Sull, nighishin 1Y 6
Mighrdres i & 3
Cnmbinnires—il wnellen il %
Combimlitas=—stler than woollen A | 3
Woalken veqr; non-wnddlen wes with alsonm ; wonddon
panis or runks; sensaoelen panls (ong IEE'!-] ]
frecetal jamgy ; harsing contame s 4 3
Undepament nod clsswhere Biad | athlee's vedsr ... 3 1
Pule of siockings, socks, tathing munks—Ii woalies 1
Peir o ancke—orher rean woollen ;) oniiun remming
drawess ! 1
o, shim-frenit, pair of suffs or slesve, tic R |
¢ handkerchicts (each of szen beis thas 1 4. 5] | B [ |
& i RaSedlos robled Cless ihan 3 I in lengrhisrbopadhhy  © o1 1
Sowaf, padr of gloves or mimeae - R B
Fair of l||rr|1:rl polnzhea, rubber m'l:Ih:n, nlurnrl:ﬁ
foorsall ooy, and cemaln gpecialir gpors shoss .. 4 § 3
Pair o rebber hoot r|r overbooty, mandals, rul:h:\-
polt] canvEs DepRin KROR % 1 2
Pair of tooo, shoes, ovmbron—otlor tham iheac in
previous DA Calegieies -]
Fadr of [epgings, peioemy or spam .. H R T |
Divzaa, geen, feock—il wosllen ... i [F |
Dok, o, Teool—ocher thim woolm . T X
Gy e, gint's ekt or hodecs = E 6

“Sizes wrrfla-l: fyres Prarchase Tar,
+With er withivel coller altached

[$ESUTED BY THE BOARD OF TRADER

Official Coupons list issued by the Board of Trade, 1941
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Report in the Sunday Times newspaper on the introduction of
clothes rationing, 1st June 1941
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DRAFT.

HEW CLOTHING RaTICH BOGK.

Thiz will be anmounsed Tirat by the Ministry of Food
at the Tress Conlerencs oo May A2th, Fablicity lor it will

be incerporoted in the Miaistry of Food muiblicity cempaign

mhich starts on Mey lvth, and continuss Jor about ten deys.

Draft notes on the introduction of the new clothing ration book
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Parallel with this there should be

an austerity
gampaign, of which the

purpoze would be
(1) to break down the tradition of "respectable!
dressing, and

(

g

)

to make people wear their clothes to the last
- - | 1

thA;hﬂm
cgasp and to be impervicus to the Tifié of fashion.
This should

be done editorially by news reel, shots and
by casual mention in broadcasts.

inclined to think that this should all be indirect

in its approach and should not be done by exhortation.. the

=}
(= §

im being to create the atmosphere in which this form of

dressing is a

L]

cepted and, indeed, regarded as correct.
The sort

i

of indirect mention that I have in mind is a
news reel shot showing the FPrime Minister going in, e.Z.,
flannel trousers to a War Cabinet meeting.

(The Royal

Family might well lend them

to this campaign).

Draft notes on the introduction of the

new clothing ration book
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Go through
your wardrobe

A Ministry of Information poster for the "Make do and Mend'
campaign
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Foreword
from the President of the Board of Trade

The people of this country can congratulate themselves on the
results of clothes rationing. In the first twelve months more than
a quarter of a million tons of shipping space were saved in textiles
alone. Nearly four hundred thousand men and women have been
released from making cloth and clothing for civilians, and have
gone into the Services or on to war production, while the workers
that are left can be confident that they are making only the
necessaries of war-time life.

The increasing strain of war on our supplies has made inevitable
a cut in the clothing ration. But the cut is least for those whose
needs are greatest, the children and the industrial workers.

Any sacrifice of comfort or appearance, which clothes rationing
may bring to any of us, will, T am sure, be cheerfully borne, in
order that victory may come sooner. Many patriotic people have
returned unused coupons to the Board of Trdde thus helping our
war effort by saving precious shipping space, material and labour.
I hope that many more will do the same.

Information issued by the Board of Trade on using clothing rations




