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Evacuation of 1. The Secretary of State ﬂﬂr the Home Department and
Childven from  Minister of Home Security snid that the sinking of the Arandora

Geeat Beltaln.  Sfgr had raised the question whether ships carrving children to

(Provious North America under the Government scheme should be escorted.

Reference: When the scheme had first been started, it had been thonght that

WAL (40) 180th the children could go in unescorted ships. but it had been emphasised

Conelusions, that parents, before deciding to send their children to the States,

Alinute 7.) must choose hetwceq the 11858 involved in the zea voyage and the
risks of remaining in this country.

In discussion it was generally agreed that in present circum-
stances it was impossible to allow children to be sent overseas under
the Government scheme in unescorted ships. A number of children,
sent overseas under private arrangements, would no doubt be sailing
in unescorted ships, and there was no reason to interfere with this.

The First Lord of the Admiralty said that in present circum-
stances it was impossible to provide more than a token escort for
these ships without seriously interfering with our anti-nvasion

arrangements.
I:l'n-t'!ﬂ!lltl1 6. The Prime Minister referred to the sinking of the City of
Evacuation. Benares with the loss of a number of women and children. He ‘was
(Previous anxions that the scheme for evacuating children overseas should
Relcrence: now be discontinued.
Evacuation of 11. The War Cabinet had before them a Memorandu }; the

Children from  Minister of Home Security covering the Report of an Interdena

Great Britain  mental Committee under the Chairmanship of the Pm'l[.'mmfnfnl-n.-

Overseas, Under-Secretary of State, Dominions Office, on the ATTANgemenis
] 2

for enabling children to be sent to places of greater safety overses.
I:“"l.: {U} [4[}} 152} AL LLL H T

The Secretary of State for the Home Department and Minister
of Home Security explained that the Report of the Committee. for
which he and his colleagues were greatly indebted to Mr. Shake.
speare, set out a plan for organising the evacuation of school childreg
to the Dominions and to the United States of America. Manv offers
to take children for the duration of the war had been received from
the overseas Dominions with the approval of the Governments
concerned, and similar offers had been received from private
organisations in the United States of America. The action to he
taken was set out on pages 10 and 11 of the Report, which, if the
War Cabinet approved, should be brought into operation forthwith

War Cabinet Minutes June-September 1940
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Copy of letter the eldest daughter of Mrs. E.P. Knight,
16 Thorntree Street, Edinburgh, whose three daughters have

been evacuated to Canada.

Mrs. Dalgarno,
1B0 Brook Street,

hingslone,
Untario,

Dear Mum and Dad,

| am very happy in Kingstone. The people are so Kind, and [ like the school.
|l am at the Collegiale and | am taking a Commercial Course. | am changing
pnce again. | am going to the house of the school teacher [sic]) who took us to
Ottawa, she's grand and Edna is going some where else [sic]. As the lady we
are staying with at the present momen! cannol afford to Keep two children.
You see they are getting no money from the government and its all voluntary.
Metla is very happy she is being taught dancing lessons and music lessons,
| am going Lo be taught whatever | want too [sic], and Edna is going Lo take
tap dancing lessons. | was working in a big store on Saturday and [ made
1 dollar 75 cents that |s about &8/ and | have that all to myself, for pocket
money. Not bad eh! But that was because the people were not able to give
me spending money. Mosl likely the house I'm going to will not let me work
as they will give me no money but if | ask they will let me and 1 would like
too [sic] because | could do whatever | wanted with that a week.
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| did not make any mistakes with the money it was easy. | love shorthand
and typing. The school typewriters have no letters on them but that is the best
way to learn. | mean when working in the store | just work the one day 8 a.m.
till 8 p.m. on Saturday only so that's class for getting 8/« to $1-75. | get on
fine with the Arithmetlc at School, its easy! Miss Cummings the School Teacher
is going to buy me my newwinter [sic] coat this afternocon. She has already
bought me shoes and Mrs. Dalgarno bought me a gorgeous hat. She has also
bought me and Edna Socks |sic] and Miss Cumming | mean has bought us
socks and me panties and vests and sweater and frock, so I'm doing well.
Just now Edna and | are staving with Mrs Mecachern bul write our address
to Mrs Dalgarno as that is who Nelta is staving with and she is nearer Miss
Cummings. | farget Miss Cumming's address. Give my love lo everybody
MNetta and Edna send theirs too. Be brave remember we are safe and happy
and leading the kind of life you would like us to lead. Remember these are
three little Scots lassies praving for their Mommy and Daddy every night
and that Good God 15 walching over them and vou.

Cheerio for the present and keep your chin up. There always bo n
Britain.

from the Eldest of vour three Daughters

Love [rom Nancy.

P.5. I am going to a party on Friday.

Letters and escorts’ reports about overseas evacuation 1940
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QOPY OF REPORT FROM MISS CROWE, BSCORT.

5.3, "VOLENDAM"
i ':'ll ﬂ- Ri B-I

Priday, Aug. 30th, 1940.

At 11 pem. on 30 Auge; 1940, I was writing in my cabin - fully
dressed luckily = when I heard the torpedo strike the ship. There was
no mistakinz what- it was. (About 15 minutes earlier I heard a torpedoe
atrike sanother ship out did not realize what 1t was at the time. I wish
I had = begause, if 80, I could have warned "authority® and probably saved
a Tew minutes.| Fortunately "my® children were practically next door to
me s0 I selzed my life belt, coat and thick shoes, snd run to waken them and
put on their coats. By this time the stewards were all helping and
within a very few minutes we were at our boat stations., The lights had
gona out 8o we were dependent omn torahes, The life boats were rapidly
lowered and I think the getting away safely in them was the most miraculous
thing. The manning of the boats was the weakest part - nobody was in
comzgnd gnd there was much confusion - everybody shouting contradictory
orders in forelan tongues. lMercifully ths sea was comparatively calm amd
after rowing for about 1l hours we were safely put aboard a small oil tanker
of 2000 tons. Being such a amall toat it was fairly eamsy to get tha
ohildren over its railas to safety. The crew of the Basset Hound were
simply splendid. They gave us hot coffee, blankets and their very cabins,
I cannot speak too highly of all thay did for us in very trying elrcumatances.

Letters and escorts’ reports about overseas evacuation 1940
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COFY Chaplains® Report

f_ on the evacustion of children to New Zealand.

I reported for duty at Liverpcol on August 23rd. That evening
we (the Escorts) met in conference, and dlscussed the various
problems and details of the voyage. Our party consisted of Chief
Escort and Assistant, twe Chaplain-Escorts (R.C. and C.E.), Doctor
and 2 Nursesa, 7 Eszcorts and an enterteiner.

We embarked on the R.M.S5. Ranglitata on Wednesday 2Bth August,
and left Liverpcol early the following morning. We were in convoy,

end next to the Dutch shlp Volundam which was conveying a large
number of children to Cenada.

(n the night of Friday (30th) the convoy was attacked by U
boats. A torpedo narrowly missed us and struck the Volundam. We
were ordered to take all our children to thelr boat stations, were
we remained all that night. Our shlp was manouvered cut of the
convoy . Next morning there wes not a ship to be seen and we
crossed the Atlantlc alone. For several nights the children slept
on the floor of their boat statlion, (the 1st class longe). The
children behaved splendidly durihg this critical time. There was
no aign of alarm or panic. I tock prayers with them sach evening.

Tha followlng day I took a party of 50 children to Auckland.
We were accompenled by several loeal officiels. About 30 ofthe
children were golng to relatives In various parts of the island.
Most of the chlldren were collected In Auckland, but I toock
several to places further North. The remaining 20 were allocated
to homes In Auckland. There were 1,000 applications for them,
20 the local committee had some 4ifficulty In declding to whom
they should go. Great care was teken to place ehilildren in
homes with a congenlal environment, e.g the son of a policeman
was, 1f posslble, placed In a policeman's home, and 8o an. I
saw some of the bomés,cand have retummed to England quite
convinced that the children ere well end happlly placed.

Chaplain’s Report 1940
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" [ 13.0.R.Bs _ Z.B. PAUTY, R.M.S. Rangitata
T
o CHITF ESCORT'S REPORT.

The lesson peried for each day lasts for two hours
daily, nine thirty to eleven thirty seach morning. The
paricd is divided into four seoctions of twenty five minmutes
»ach, five minmates being allowed between classes for
the journey between 'classrooms', The children were
divided into four groups.

Claas 1, Childfen 5,6,and ¥ years. also 8 years.

. " 9.10 » 11
3. 0Girls 12 vears and over.
* 4. Boys % " "

Phis grouping worked very satisfactorily, and thas
children were happy in their work.

Claeses wars formed for the study of sewing, drawing,
daneing, diction, hi=tory and geography, which last included
soms New Zealand history o:nd information about Panama ahd
Piteairn Island.

It was not posmible to form the olas-es untll

the seventh day of the voyage, but by the tire classes
ware oommenced the children were ready to fall into thelr
reg lar routinme and settled down im-edizte’y to work.
Their pleasure in their work was enhanced by the faet that
. part of their lesson time war devoted to rshearsals for
a Concert whioch they gave to the passengers during the
last weak of the . Th» passengers have been greatly interes-
ted in the progress of the childrem, and after the Conocert
wa wore the recipients of mumerous congratulations om the
work which they displayed.

Chief Escort’s Report 1940



