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Memo. Ev. 4
GCOVERNMENT EVACUATION SCHEME

MEMORANDUM.

4. The objective has been therefore to provide facilities for
the removal from certain large crowded areas, in which the
effects of air attack would be most serious, of certain groups
of people whose removal is desirable on both national and
humanitarian grounds, and to transfer them to districts where
the primary purpose of dispersal can be achieved. This has
involved an order of priority as regards both the classes of
persons to be transferred and the towns to be evacuated, and
the provisional allocation of other districts as receiving areas.

- b

Priority classes.

5. The classes of persons to whom priority is to be given under
the Government Scheme are:—

(1) school children in organised units in charge of their
teachers;

(2) children of pre-school age accompanied by their
mothers or other persons responsible for looking after them;

(3) expectant mothers;

(4) the adult blind and cripple population so far as re-
moval may be feasible.

The information to be given should include informa-
tion as to the points of assembly and the amount and kind of
hand luggage which can be conveyed. A full list should include
the child’s gas mask, a change of underclothing, night-clothes,
house-shoes or plimsolls, spare stockings or socks, a toothbrush,
comb, towel and handkerchiefs, a warm coat or mackintosh,
and a packet of food for the day. The children should be sent
away wearing their thickest and warmest footwear.

Ministry of Health Memo. Government Evacuation Scheme 1939
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'(2) Ihe Evacuation of Septembar, 1939.

The order for evacuation to commence was
recelved at County Hall at 11.7 a.m. on Thursday, 31st
Aungust, and was immediately circulated by an agreed
system of "signals". The operaticn commenced promptly
the next“morning.

The parties travelling by rail assembled at
1,539 points and passed through econtrols to cne or
other of 168 entraining stations. Eleven exchange
stations were used in the transfer of parties from tha
London- Passenger Transport Board system to the main
line railways. The parties detralned at 271 stations
in the reception area. It was early realised that the
expected numbers of evacuees were not being realissd and
the operations were speeded up so that they were
practically completed on the third day,a day earlier than
had ‘been originally intended. A gramd total of more
than 600,000 were evacuated without a mishap or a
casualty. This total included 9,500 in 300 special
parties of handicapped and nmarsery children who travdled
by road all the way to their wide-spread destinations
on the first day, and 3,525 women within one. month of
confinement and 2,068 blind adults who travelled
similarly by .road on the second day.  The official
figures showed that about one half of the pecple catered
for had taken advantage of the facilitiss offered. The
linister of Health expressed his warm personal thanks
and congratuletions to the Council on the efficiency of
the operation.

" The main evacuation was followed by
supplemental evacuation which draggzed on into the sarly
part of 1940, ' This was subjected to many delays due
almost entirely to the inability or umwillingness of
reception authoritias to provide billets for sizable
groups of children seeking to Join their .owm school
parties. About 7,500 chlildren were taken into the
approprlate reception areas and another 5,000 remained
unevacuated for some months as the requisite billets
were not forthcoming.

London County Council Study of Evacuation 1940
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& EVACUATION.

Eroadcas £ by the Minister of Health, br. ialcolm MacDonald
on the 30th May, 1940.

On this cccasion war i3 golng to be bronght right home to thia island.
The same indiscriminate, sevage sir sttocks on our industrisl cities snd towns as

have bean experienced by our Alliea on the Continent must bs. expsoted.

. The enemy certainly will not desist from thut in our case; rathér hs
“will endeavour to strike us most hard and most mortslly, for herein this island
is ome of the deeisive, the indomitable cantres of resistance to his will.

It has bsan ths Government's declared poligy that no further organised
evacuation should také placs until bombing has sctually started. Woll, that
time mey bo very near. And the Government with the full facts and proapecta
of the war situation beforo them, fesl that the risk of that early bombing is sc

real that it i3 right to make 8 completo as possible now the plans for thia
evacuation. ; )

It msy not be necseasary to start svacustion in ell the evacustion aress
on the same dats. Byt in the light of the lztest position tha Governmant hovae
dooided that it may very possibly b= nauanaﬂrj to commenes the movement, in
som@ plagea in the couras of next wask.

Broadcast by Minister of Health Mr. Malcolm MacDonald on 30 May
1940
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WORER 'S WX SERVIOES POR CIVIL

Leaflet for Houssholders who have offered to take unsccompandied
ghildren.

Responsibility.

When you receive unaccompanied childrem ints your home pou will be
expected to control and care for them as if they wers your own. If any
di.['fiﬂl.l.'l.t_].* should arise congsult Four Looel .l.ll.t'."lnl'it.}'* i.e. thae Olerlk ta
the local Qouncil or whosver has beem sppoimted to act for him in your
tewn or village,

Paymant .

You will receive 10s/64 a week for cne child or Be/8d & weak for
pach child if you are teking more than one. Thiz covers full board
and ledging but not clothes or medioal expenses,

¥ou will be given a form by the billeting officer which will be
caghed at the local Post Office. Payment will be made weckly in advance,

Raticns.

You will receive emergency ratiocns to cover the first 48 hours, and
it 1= hoped that there will not be & rush in the shops.

Bedding snd slothes,

Ohildren will not bring sny bedding with them. If you nesd axtin
tell your locel suthority. The children will have hand luggage with a
change of glathes, When the glothes, bhoote or shoss noed repaising oF
replaoing, if the parents have not sent further suppliea, you should
raport tp the lecal authority.

Illness.

If any of the children billeted with you become ill send for the
local Doctor or Distriot Murse in the ordinery way. (They will hawve
extra staff for this purpose and be paid by the looal suthority.
Eluoet]on.

Arrangements will be made for the children te contimue thelr edu-
cation, and in consequance tha soheals may heve o work in shifta,
Communal Mesls.

In some Aistricts 1t may be possible to errange for the children
to have their mid-day meal at or near the ashool. If the children

in your charge have meals at the Communel Eitchen you would hawve to pay
2 small sum out of the payment you recedve.

Draft leaflet for householders who have offered to take
unaccompanied children WUS leaflet ¢c. June 1939
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Bimple =ules for the care of children.

In order to keep & child healthy and happy the diet muast be
well balanced with plenty of changes.

Children should he fed at reguiar hours, the heaviest mesl
bedng in the middle of the day, anl the last meal should prefersbly
be at least one hour before bed-time; three meals a day iz generally
conzidersd beat,

If possible 2 g¢hild should have a pint of milk daily, a
eertain amount of which may be included in the cocking.

Children should be given nlenty of water to drink. Alse
fresh green vegetables, tomatoes and fruits (especially oranges)
1o eat whenewer poasible,

_ They should not be allowsd to take viclent exersise or bathe
ﬂmeﬂ.‘..&'t.&li},r after & n=gl.

Baths should be given as often as possible, but at lsast
once & week. It would be hetter to have a tin basin of fresh
water for each ochild than +o allow them to share a bath.

Mark clearly and keep separate each child's face flannel,
towel, toothbrush, brush snd comb and other persenal belengings.

Bedroom windews should he kent ooen at night and it should
be remembered that young children need 11 hours BlEep.

Make =ure you have some bendages and lint for minep accident
: .+ it -
and the District Murse will advisc you on what remedies to keep in
the house,

If you can spare the time to do so, you are strongly
reccmnended to attend any lectures on Home Mursing or Child
Walfare that may be availahle.

: Do not Ii‘r:-r'._:w‘: that the children will be in strange surroun-
dings and mey be homesiek. You should therefore watoh them carafully
for the first fow days.

Draft leaflet for householders who have offered to take
unaccompanied children WUS leaflet ¢c. June 1939
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| Back of Leaflet].
Speciren me=alo suitable for a abmld aof school
mpe are giwen Balow -
DIETARY .

ERERIFAET. | LINEER . I':'E.r. [with an apple and
parhapes bread and
biskbar baloee paing
to bhed .

|

1. Weak tea or milk caat bael of autton l're:}: ten ar mill
Forridge or ather oerenl, |PoSotoes Broad ardd butter
BITE and SEgRE Jroana t_l_":E'l-tﬁH
Brend and dripping or urrant Rell. § Jam
Burkter, | 1

.-.—_._--..._._! — —

4. Weak tea or millk rontil Boup or Weak ton o- milk
Cald hemn glinged neat ard tonatoss Braad and bufter
Aread and botter, jratatons Letiuose ar waterorans.

[ Tart. 1

. Wank ten or milk |G towed ataa' mnd oniona |'."'\-==:.:u- ar milk
Frisd hason Fotntona | Pranl amd Bobter
Brasd and bishkar. 10eEroke Jag

[Paked Breac podding.
| |

§. Weak ten or nilk |E-1:-5.:;-: padding | imsk toa or milk
Foreidps, milk &nd sugor Fatataas Fotted mant
Braad and buatter Greens Brasd and butter.
. Baw Pruit {Orangs or applel.

. Weak tea or milk Boiled Silverside Weak tea or mili
Fried potatosn Fosatoes | Chesmaa
Breed and Jam. Sarioka Braad and buktar

L1lk Fudding. Oatan.

. Weak tea o0 milk Staak e Coasa aF allk
Bz Pkt Aread snd butter
Braad ard butter, BSAMS OT pasn Jan.,

Tiaer Truit (Orange ar apple ).

T. Wank tas or nilk Hot—pok ¥aak tes or milk
Forridgs, milk and sugar |Boiled Apricot DPudding. Cheags
Braad and Bubter or drigpice Br=nid and huttor.

B. Weak teon ar nilk ¥sat mnd vegatable pda Soooa or milk
Harring= Fokutoan PFrawd ol bubtsar
Brand ord butter. Efewnd frudt nnd custard ssuce | Wateraress or Laltuse

Caka

. Weak Lan or miik Fish ¥Pie or Flsh Cokes Coean or milk
Ferridge or other osreal, |Picklsd beebroob Fetipd meat
milk mnd =ugkt Bailed apple pudding. Soled
Braad and bubter or drippmng Arend afd bBabter.

10, Cocon aF Ellk Shered Liver and omions= Veak tan aF milk
Finnan Eaddoak aE Pak=d beans and
Bread amd Bukter Btewed pobhit ar mutton tomntosn

Pon aboes
Graena, Milk puidding.

Draft leaflet for householders who have offered to take
unaccompanied children WUS leaflet ¢c. June 1939



