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Table showing number of evacuees from Malaya and Hong Kong
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10. After neerly six hours in a small leunch outside
the harbour, we were finally able to bosrd the "hkmpresc of
Japan" where we found ebsolute confusion. Jome evaecuees
were berthed in csbins, but the majority were sccommodsted
on camp-cots placed close to one enother in the decks and
halls. The purser's stafi had done thelr best to prepsre an
alphebetical nominal roll from the confusing, seperate and
incomplete lists furnished by the military &and naval
guthorities. Even the signed lists to be furnished to the
Philippinecezuthorities in lieu of passports and to secure
exemption from head-tax psyment were inaccurate and
incomplete and not arrenged alphabetically.

1L The ship finally docked sbout 1 p.m. instead of
gt 9 a.ii. &5 hed been coniidently expected. Littenmpts
were made to discover the ofiicers' wives &nd families
in order to send them to Baguio and these were disembarked
first, but it was not until 3 p.m. that the special train
wegs able to leave with the result thet the tired women and
children did not reach Baguio until 11 p.m. or get finally
ac . ommodated until 1 a.m. { I would remari that Baguilo :
is about 130 miles distanti from Manila and that the final
25 miles up the mountain is sccomplished by motor bus) .

19, About ten larpge buildings in Fort McKinley
have been given over entirsly teo the accommodation of
evacuees, &nd an officer, Major Tow, placed in command,
General Pratt and his staff are however constant visitors.
Full medical attention is given and any sick are removed
to the military hospital. The kitchen is staffed by
army cooks; & second kitechen hag been arranged solely to
cater for the babies and young children, and American army
cooks prepare baby food according to regimes laid down
by the medical officers; the food is served to the babies
by Red Cross nurses. Everything that could be done for the

Extract from an official report on the evacuation from Hong Kong
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”L“’lf reception, and although the american Army snc Red Cross
I mwlw did tI c:lr best they couldn't cope with the task. ]
will tel my wife's story - it is typical though perhaps she

"was luckier thazn Some. The ship arrived in Manila Bay on
”JULy Tth: 1t """ 15 74 hours before she was taken off and
"laoced in 2n army lOPTj, with only the luggage she could carry,
”f@r tne distriputing station at Fort anlHlﬁy It was
"bouring ulbﬂ rain Adﬁ 211l rozd& were flooded to =z height of
"o, feet. She was aumped with t LW0 DOy S iato 3 corner of

s hut shared by over 200 women =nd children. Lavatory
'Sccommodation and the eguzlly inadequate bathing facilitie

”6;?' .1:5 open for all to s&e including 311°the Filipino
"gightseers. There werée no facilities for, washing and

-110¢1n£ clotnes. Bl* boys of fifteen and sixteen years

"old - technically children - shared the sccommodation.

A personal account of the evacuation of women and children from

Hong Kong




