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water level end began mechine-gurming small naval vessels. The
mailn force mow split up inte three detachmentsz, a group of
fighters and dive hombers to the airfield, another to the
herbdur and the high-level Kates which at 9.%8 a.m. opened the
attack on the Jetiy and then on the towng scon followed by the
dive bombers and fightersx agslnst ships and éir Installations.
The five Kittyhawks attampted to get into the alr but were &ll
destroyed, The army anti-aircraft defences ( 16x3.7's, 2x 3's)
at first fired inesceurataly but soon steadied and were quichly
joined by at least as many guns on neval vesgels, Machine guns
afloet ard ashere Tired steadily and st times with success,
Howmever the toll of shipping rose rapidly, When the attackers
departed, of the four transports of the Houston convoy, tWo ®ere
sunk =nd the others heached; of fowur supply vesgels three wera
on fire and wers to sink shortly,y one exploded when 200 tons

of depth=-charges ignited, the lourth was slightly damaged; of
twe tankers, one was settling low in the water and 8 hospltal
ghip had been struek twice by bombs, The American destroyer

Peary was mortally hit and en firae, The seaplapne tepnder Willlsm

B, Freston, although damaged, bad clearad the harbour. The

Australian sloop Swan was damaged. Another sloop Warrege, four
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four corvettes, a Floating dock, & hase depot ship end upwards
of twenty tenders had been attacked, but only one small lugger
went down, although &n old coal hialk sank twe days lsyer, Off
Bathurst Tsddnd two supply ships were caught and destroyed.

In the town the pest office, administrator's and gex
government offices and ﬁiiuﬁ barrcks received direct hits, while
one wing of &8 hospital wes badly damaged. The two-berth Jetty
mag cuk and some twenty wharfe lebourers kililedy a r ailway
locomative was thrown into the harbour from the jetty.

Just before midday, with rescue and salvage operatlons
proceeding another warning was received, and [1fty-four Batty's
pattern-hombed the airfleld, completing the task of destruction
begun by the Eiw carrier aireraft, The enemy hed destrayed eleven
American Fittyhawks in the air and en the ground, =nd a Liberator
and three transport aircraft on the ground. Australian losses,
all on the ground, were six Pudsoms and a Moth Hinor destroyed,
a Hudson and & Wirreway dameged, In addition three Catalinas

AR EIL Apght
of the U.E. Navy were lost, Jeathﬁ,iin axeess of 300, were malnly

ameng ships crews and elvilisns, The Japanese lost five aireralt

definitely destroved.
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Photographs showing the effects of a bombing raid in Malta
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Photographs showing the effects of a bombing raid in Malta
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Local Defence Forces - 34
on Guard throughout the Colonial Empire
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Diagram showing strength of Local Defence Forces in the Colonial
Empire



