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Civil Defence 2. The War Cabinet had before them a Report by the Civil
Measuras Defence Committee on the State of Public Opinion as regards Civil
Btate of Puklio Defence Menznres |1i.:|.|_1' '[_;:I (a3ah 154,

Opinion. The Secretary of State for Home A ffairs said that the members
of the Civil Defence Committee were H:-JIL'N'I!L"LIL at the InCreasing
tendency, reflected in the Press, to regard the Government's pol |]-:.-".'
111 I'EL_',IL]-'.{l L [L'-i'r'i| Detence measures as |_1]1|3:'L'|::-=:ai‘.t'l‘.' «'HI-!! {"‘-:4."“ .tn-.hu ..-
the line that there would be no air J'-L!lldlr-.i_lil-"ill 111mr the nnlcu.-e*l _l1l_+.'
oonld return to normal the better. he Committee therefors

L]

suggested that the hypothesis on which the Government’s policy:
had been based, should be reviewed by the Chiefs of Staff, so that
the Government could then announce that they had reviewed their
Civil Defence Plans as a whole, and that an examination of all
the factors involved led to the conclusion that there was no case for
modifying the policy previously adopted.

They had also in mind that some Civil Defence plans, e.g., the
provision of hospital beds and fire-fighting arrangements, were based.
on a quantitative calculation as to the possible results of air raids.

and that it might be useful to have an up-to-date calculation on these
points.

The Secretary of State for Air said that the Air Staff agreed
with the Report of the Civil Defence Committee. Nothing had yet
happened to give any adequate grounds for modifying the assump-
tions made before the war. There had so far been no experience in
dealing with heavy sustained air attacks on the scale previously
envisaged, and, if attacks took place, there was no assurance that
they could be completely prevented, especially if they took place at
night. They fully realised that the precautions were a great burden
on the country, but their existence might be one of the reasons why
heavy attacks had not materialised, and it would, in their view, be
a grave mistake to relax them. They considered it very important
that steps should be taken to counter the spirit of false optimism,
as suggested by the Civil Defence Committee, and that the Press
should be induced not to give the impression that the defences were
perfectly capable of dealing with the much heavier attacks which
might yet eventuate.

War Cabinet Minutes 121 (39) November 1939?
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FOR FHESS & BROADCHAST,

Morrison Shelters in Recent lir DRaids.

AL ro-:ux"t of Ministry of Home Socur:.ty experts on 39 ocases of bombing
incidents in different parts of Britain covering all those for which full parficulars
are availsble in which Morrison shelters were involved shows how well *hcy have
stood up to severe tests of heavy bombing.

411 the incidenis were serious. Iiony of the incidents involved. direct hits
on the houses concermed a risk ag lnut which it was never claimed these shelters
would afford protections, In 211 of them the houses in which sheltcrs were placed
were within the radius of domoge by bombs; in 24 there was conplete demolition
of the house on the shelter,

4 hundred ond nineteen peocple were ahelter:'_ng in these "lorrisons” ﬂ_n-cl only
four werc killed,: So that 115 out of 119 pecople were saved,  Of these only 7
were seriously injured and 14 slightly mjurod. while 94 escaped uninjureds. The
majority were able to leave their shelters wnaided.

Morrison Shelters in Recent Air Raids November 1939?
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fourth stage 3 =
Put the top plate on the shelter. Use the lever provided so
as to make the holes in the top plate fit exactly over the holes
in the rails; as each one fits into place 7
bolt it loosely with the 16 smaller bolis, 53
with bolt head on top.

FIGURE! 4

How to put up your Morrison shelter
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seventh stage

Put the side and end panels over the studs.

Cet inside just before the last one is put into place, and fix
the four hock-and-eye fastenings as shown in Figure 7. You

FIGURE 6
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will notice in the illustration that the eyepiece is fastened to the
last wire of the end covering; the hook-piece, however, 1s -

How to put up your Morrison shelter
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How to Use the Shelter as a Table
FIGURE 8

The side and end panels must be in place and fastened with
the hook and eye fastenings, when the shelter is in use as such.
To use clit as a table, or to make the bed, the panels can be
removed.

(25098.) 50995 We BALT-PI0GY. 250400, 4/41. A P . &S Lid

How to put up your Morrison shelter
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Diagram of how to construct an Anderson Shelter
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Photograph of inside an Anderson Shelter
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Photograph showing public shelter having been hit by a bomb
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I belong to the sfMEX-_aommmity whitch

meets &t avery nightfall at the publie sghelter, in LeinsteiBeuars,

y -

Wae

On the 17th of Sentember I vae in the same shelter, which the H.E.-
bomb honoured with ita visit.ind in apite of the slock{one was killed
apd two wounded inside,the shelter,one of 3 sisters in a room in a
house oppesite-—one was killed, one wounded, one unhurt)I went there .
again. night after aight.The reasom: It wes lisht the whole nmight throng
cne could read and forget the nearnese of deanger,--there was afways a
e lter-mershal, ich gave you the feeling after my earlier experien-
cetthat idn easze of danger would always be & person st hand whe would
arrest at once any penicjor stop little nervious disputes with Triend-

ly tact o N ey : ot R
y WEEN IT RAINED THE WATER T.EELED TH2CUGH,BUT WE HCPED, THIS

L gy -1 — Eal:] 3 - BT L = o - — -
1t wag demp &nd cold.One kind Warden brought & smel
s e e L SRR A i el v - R e 5,
sleptric stove which gewe us tha illusion. at least, of warming the

The benches sre so high, narrow and agonising that BT SUTe

roT B,
Hittler has =through some secret mesns-purposely deviszed it,thus to ¥
brealk our moralesl 2 5 - : VS T

' Jince yesterday there 1g &n order; Vo exiingunish =1l

the lights, except one small electriec lipht————not enough to let one
read, btut enough to let one see the depresepings surrounding, end wait
1or the next shell

— e
The Warden gives yvou mg rat

gleep &nd would be disturbed.

Thara BTe

.y

sea the plan)-2 bi,
with each 2 hig rooms end eleven brillant liFhﬁﬁ.nftEr 1lockl.the &
brillant lights in the roomgig extingnished and only the light in the
Lev, end the cupboard stay on, and in emgh of those rooms iz only the
pretched 1ittle lomp burning,

=}

Letters and drawings from Jenny Fleming addressed to Herbert
Morrison 23 October 1940 & 10 November 1940
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r i let me agpologise for my bed spelling =nd writine,
i am good British suabject, tut unfortunately not & Pritish-born cone!
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yours

CJM?
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Too DARK wiTH THE DiM
LIGHT.

!

TOr HARD WiTHouT A cusHBN .

Horminc)

Letters and drawings from Jenny Fleming addressed to Herbert
Morrison 23 October 1940 & 10 November 1940




