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Source 6

Letter from Dino Grandi, Italian ambassador in London, to Galeazzo Ciano, Foreign
Minister and Mussolini's son-in-law, 6 November 1936, on Italian-German relations

(Catalogue ref: FO 371/49934, copy of document found in Mussolini's villa by Allied
troops in 1945.)
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. According to this source, how have relations changed between ltaly and Germany?

What is Britain's attitude to Italy?

Have Britain and France managed to maintain the balance of power in Europe? Give

reasons to support your answer.

4. Does Grandi sound positive or negative towards closer relations between fascist Italy and
Germany?

5. This letter was written in 1936. In 1943, both Grandi and Ciano were on the Grand Council

that voted to depose Mussolini (Ciano was later executed for treason). What events

between 1936 and 1943 might have changed Grandi's viewpoint?
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The problem of 4nglo-German rclations is particulerly important for
us because it has a direct repcrcussion on the problom of Jnglo-Italian
relations, You, dcar GAIEAZZO, have fully rccognizcd that, and you
poscd the question admirably in your rccent historic mccting with HITLIR
and NEUR.TH, British diplomacy, it is clcar, wants to fight IT.LIY and
GERINY one ot o timc, at present on the ficld of diplomecy zna politics,
but we connot cxclude that tomorrow it will be on the ficld of battle,
Just as the principsl dircctive of British policy in 1935 was to break
up the Italo-French agrccement rcachcd by the DUCE and LAVIL din Jonuary
1935, so therc arc signs that British policylin 1937 will aim at divid-
ing IT/LY and GERMANY., As I have alrcady had occosion to tcll you, your
recent journcy to BERLIN was an internationnl cvent which ENGIZIND follow-
ed with genuine apprchension, though their apprchension was cloakced under
a show of that indiffercncc with which the English always affect to follow
cvents most closcly concerning thame The closc Italo-German undcerstand-
ing, which is thc highcst achicveament of the DUCE's forcign policy in the
ycar XIV (1936), is at prcscnt thc subjcct of constant anxicty and
thought among thosc who dircct British policy, British policy is haunt-
cd by thc nightmarc of this 'block of iron' formed by the two greet
Fescist peoples, arbitcers of IUROFE boccausc, as BALDUIN sadly confesscd
in onc of his spceches, "only thoy know how to fight for somcthing morc
than the merc defcnce of their own fronticrs”. '
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The unpleasant surpr:.sc
with which thc ,Jnf'llsh hea rd of the Its 10-Iustro-k-a.,rm“n agrcecement of 11
July lost has turncd to open anxicty in face of the uncxpected speetacle
of' ur*:l.ty and closc solidarity prcscntced by IT.ILY and GER./NY on thce oc-
casion of your mission to BARLIN - unity snd solidarity which rcecived
the DUCE'S blecssing in his IIIL/N specch., ldany IEnglish are still under
the illusion that the fustrisn question may yet brezsk out unc:{'_pc.-ctudly and
split the two Fascist countrics, But if IT'LY and GERdANY maltc it in-
crcasingly plein to TINGLIND that thoy form topcther a compact bloclt with-
out fléaws or dork corncrs, Without onc party trying to moke copital of
the others' difficultics ond that thoy arc resolwed to follow o conmon
dircetivc and to prcscnt o common front to other Powers, thon the British
will be compclled to comc to simultroncous agrecments 7ith RO..5 and BODLIN
and to accept such conditions as ROLME and BERLIN agrec to dictotc to
IONDON for the suarontee and maintenanee of thet peace in JUROFE and tho
world which is indispecnsable for thce hard-won unity ond cxistcence of the
BRITISH EMPIRE, 411 ta:.s you hove brought out in your conv-..rs'ztlon with
the FUHRER ond NEURLTH cxtremcly offcctively. 1t is, I think, tho koy to
the sucecsscs which are still to be won in the immcdiate and the distant
future by GER.LNY and IT/.LY in their dealings with the BRITISH ILIPTR,
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