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Mussolini & Abyssinia > Why invade Abyssinia?

Source 5

Sections of a speech by Mussolini to the Fascist Grand Council, 7 April 1932, on plans
to change the peace terms agreed after World War 1
(Catalogue ref: WO 204/948)
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. Which countries does Mussolini see as Italy's rivals?

2. Why might Mussolini believe that there is no advantage for Italy to stick with the way peace
was settled at Versailles after World War 1?

3. What is Mussolini talking about when he refers to the "colonial clauses" of the peace treaty

after World War 1?

What is Mussolini's opinion of the League of Nations?

What is stopping Mussolini from leaving the League of Nations?
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It suits us, in one wey, that GERLNY should re-arn gquickly ond effficicnt ly
in order to offset FRALNCE; but on the other hand, so far as we arc con-
cerned, we rust try to build up ourselves so that we can look GELLIY in
the eyes if and whenever the need carises.

If the right of re-ammanent is withheld fraaz the conquered peoplces,
then therc is no reason why GERILNY and the other countries shouvld stay
in the Leaguc of Nations. .nd in that case the League of Nations will
end with ¢ bang. Which would not be altogether unforeseen by us, for the
League of Nations has so far only been an .nglo-French condoainiun to
neintein inglo-French hegaiony in the world.

Then there arec the colonial clouses. Clearly those who have bene-
f£ited by the pesce, will not wish to entertain ideas of this kind. But
there is no advantage for us in maintaining the peace as it was fomulated
at VERS.ILIES. It is 4o our interest to set the Nations and history on
the nove.
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In any case we cannot overlook the League of Nations at present.
But this is the right time for me to tell you that fraax now on there
exists a possibility whieh we comnot rule out. If touorrow our econoic
situation has changed for the better and particularly if it enables us
to withstand inglo-French econonic repﬂsg.ls » it is possible that Fascist
ITLILY vwill walk out of GENEV.. ) : Y

Today we cannot yet ncke this gesture, sinply because it would he
inopportune; for we are not yet in a position to resist the reprisals of
this plutocratic clique wliich controls the greater part of the world's
econoiiic situetion. The day this danger no longer exists, the nonment
will have come for IT.LY to :2ke her Tascist gestwre, to say to GENEV.,
"We havc had enough of your pacifist and mesonic denocrocy, and above all
of your imperialisn nmasquerading behind your plans for peacel!"

Perhops the day is closer than we think!
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