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Mussolini & Abyssinia > Why invade Abyssinia?

Source 3

Sections of a speech by Mussolini to the Fascist Grand Council, 7 April 1932, on Italy's
economic problems

(Catalogue ref: WO 204/948, translated from a document found in Mussolini's villa by
Allied troops in 1945)

Questions
1. According to this source, what problems did Italians face?

2. Mussolini does not mention war in this speech, but he does want to find a political solution
to Italy's problems. In what ways might a successful foreign war help solve these problems?
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In the large cities, even in cities which heve been hardest hit, as fer
exarple TURIN, the masses recognize that the Regime has nade use of =211
its orgens to do all thot was humanly possible. Naturclly next vinser

will be no brighter than last; and we nust therefore be prepared for it.

A4 proportion, therefore, of the loan at prescnt being roised - one thousand
million, to be preeise - will be devoted to miblic and industrizl entcr-
prises; for it is cleor that the 150,200 millions allocated for unenploy-
ment last year hod only o moderate effcet ond did not substantially
clleviate distress in the industrial centres,

On the other hand the unemploynent ficure is fantastic enouch. e
hove sdopted o system by which we tell everythinz. The Paseist Degine is
& regine of brutel frankness. e do not nerely soy there were 1,147,000
uncmployed on 29 February 1932, but we say how noany of them ore men and hov
many waaen, we give & break~down by districts and categories and finclly
we say how neny draw uneaployment benefits and how marny do not. ind there
arc those who won't beliove us! e could say that we hove 236,000 uneaploy-

-

ed, beccuse that is the nuiber of those drowing wemplovient benefits,

» Ao mam . The denonstrations
were the expression of genuine sufferingz., JInd what is narce, they foak
Plcee outside the Hesdguarters of the Carabinieri <o whom these women
prescnted their request thot the Covernient should interest itsel” in their
conditions. 'When one considers thesc denonstrotions, ten er twelve or
thirteen of then in o nonth, and when onc renembers thot ten nillion
Italions ocoupying many thousands of souare kiloneters found theaaselves
in difficult straits, but eaused no cormwotion and renained eomple sely
peaceful, then one can understand how perfect the Itclian people's oxder,
eal:y and discipline have been.

o el
do not belicve there hos ever been a erisis of such proportions as the
present one, e nmust nmake it plain'that the crisis in which the wworld now
lebours nust be faced; and faced not nerely as 2 problen of cconopics, but
&s o political ond mworal problen as well,

How? In the politiccl sphere. e hove olready cxhausted the whole
conut of coonoiies. e were asked to rationalize and we hove rationalized.
\ic were asked to concentrate, and we have concentrated. Ue were asked {o
try Stote intorvention amd we have done i1t, so that now the Stote carries
the whole nation on its shoulders. Jnd now I think that nothing remains
to be tricd on thet score. It only rawins to put up with it,

. . nan who received o
loan of 1000 lire in 1927, today owes 1400 or 1500, as the case nay beo:
in other words the debior's situsntion has of late Déen growing more and
1Qre oncrous. ell then, svhat is happening? Thy, everyonc is coming to
eane arrangenent, declaring his cssets and pronouncing hiiiself bhankrupt.
Deing unoble to repay 100 lire ot the new rate, he reguesis to he allowed
to pay 40, 50 or 60. ‘hen I read the hundreds of declarctions of assets
and bankrupteies in the stotisticel bulletins, I n sorry fra: the humen
point of view for what it all nust necn in terms of suffering.
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