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Source 3

Two drafts of a letter from Churchill on area bombing, 28 March 1945 and 1 April 1945
(Catalogue ref: CAB 120/303)
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Questions

What is Churchill's view of the bombing of Dresden, according to this source?

Why does Churchill seem to be concerned about terror bombing?

What does Churchill feel should be the target of bombing raids?

What reasons might Churchill have had for writing a message showing his opposition to the
Dresden raid?

Does this source prove that Churchill was not responsible for the policy of area bombing?
What is different in the wording of the two drafts?

. The first draft of the letter was never sent. Why do you think Churchill rewrote this letter
before sending it?
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It seems to me that the moment has come when the
question of bombing of German cities simply for the sake of
increasing the terror, though under other pretexts, should be
reviewed. Otherwise we shall come into control of an utterly
ruined land. We shall not, for instance, be able to set
housing materials out of Germany for our own needs because
some temporary provision would have to be made for the Cermans
themselves. The deétruction of Dresden remains a serious query
against the conduct of Allied bombing. I am of the opinion
that military'ﬁbjectives must henceforward be mors strictly
studied in oﬁr ovn interests rather than thet of the enemy.

The Foreign Secretary has spoken to me on this
subject, and I feel the need for more precise concentration
upon military objectives, such as oil and communications behind
the immediate battle-zone, rsther than on mere acts of terror

and wanton destruction, however impressive.
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It seems 10 me that the moment has come

when the guestion of the so called "area bombing"
of German cities should be reviewed from the
point of view of our own lnterests. If we come
into control of an entirely ruined land, there
will be & great shortage of accommodation for
ourselves and our Allies: and we shall be unable
1o get housing materials out of Germany for our
own needs because some temporary provision would
have to be made for the Germans themselves. e
must see to it that our attecks do not do more
harm 0 ourselves in the long run than they do 10
the enemy's immediate war eiffort. Fray let me

have your views.
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