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Churchill & Dresden > Why target Dresden?

Source 2

Extracts from an Air Ministry report on Dresden Railway Marshalling Yard as a possible
target, 27 February 1942
(Catalogue ref: AIR 40/1680)

2a

Questions

1. What reason does this source give for bombing Dresden?
2. What does this tell us about Dresden's strategic position in German transport links?
3. What targets are to be avoided?
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Source 2a

EMRET. LAWY HOT TOUEE TAKEN TFD0. THT AIR.

DTFORIAT IGTI SHERD dobed Fobruory 27th, 1942,

On, Hoi- G 564 PLIACE:~ DRESDEN Lati=. 519 04! N.
AJLNor= & (d)(vi) 74 OATHG0RY = Trangportation Long:= 139 &2' E,
DISTRICT M3 Mo:= 82 SUB=-0ATICORY = . Roilway ALt:- 38D feet,

Morghalline Tard.,

ALL PREVFIOUS DMEORIATION: GIETS LMD SN TS THERETO JRE

SIMNCELLED, A0 ATS0 ALL TIUSTRATI0NS NOT MENTIONTD BELOW.

TERGIET 24P

Standard 1941 (ma;metic) map dated 13.2.42.

DESCR IPT IO

The target is the BATDTAY MBSHATLDG ¥YIHD DRUSDE{-FRIFDRTCHSTADT,
Which has a moximum capacity of 4,000 trucks per 24 hours,

The yerd extends for about 1% miles in & rougnly cast to west direction,
pnd its ollipse shope dovolopas o hulpe in tho sputh, by the inelusion of the
ropalr shops and engmine sheds, the lattor boing ot tho oastorn oxtromity.

DRTSOEN is one of the fow dircet links through tho Ere-Goblrge, botooom
Czoolo-Slovekin ard Gormany. In view of the exploitetion of COzocelh industry,
damaga to the railway here wvould couse eonsiderable confusion to rall transit,
npart from tho probable destractlon to gpoods being sorted in the sidings

o
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Source 2b
ER(a)\vl )74, T.1.C.Reference,
Reproduced from
lhibwal mARSHALLING YARD - DHRESDEN. 101 /1936
1:100,000
Lat: 51° 04' N. NOTES, to scale of
Long: 130 42' E, liﬁi';,asg,
Alt: 390 feet, Spot levels are shown in metres. A Bié -
Circles; 1 mile, I0SPITALS ARE MARKED AND MUST BE AVOIDED /40.
Scale: 1:63,360. HOSFITALS AKE @, J T ]
A
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